 * , FOURTEEN | 
| © EVANGELICAL SERMONS, | 


PREACHED IN THE. 


CHURCH OF THE UNITED PARISHES 
OF 


- ST. MARGARET PATTENS, 


| ' AND 
S. GABRIEL FENCHURCH. 
4 | 
By Tas Rev. THOMAS WEBSTER. 5 
LECTURER. _- 4 ©." 
ſ g f 5 » 


— 


PRINTED FOR, AND SOLD BY THE AUTHOR, NO. 20, 


GRANGE=-RQAD, BERMONDSEY.. ' 


To my kind F riends the Pariſhioners 
"= Pf the united Pariſhes of St. Mar- 
garet Pattens, and St. en 
F enchurch. 


DEARLY BELOVED, vs 


MOTIVES of gratitude have 
induced me to addreſs to you this my labour 
F love: For ſome conſiderable time I have 
been obliged to you, under Providence, for 
a partial mean of ſupport to a burtben- 
Some family—What lies before you has been 
already, I truſt, not ine ſectuallj recom- 
mended to your ſerious attention from the 
Pulpit—T now labour to diſſeminate, through | 
4 different channel; the important truths 
I once before brought forward; ſhould I 
have reaſon to conclude, he preſent mode 
of their conveyance, is, 1 any wiſe, bleſſed 
to a fingle ſoul, however may have 
preached, I ſhall receive ample teſtimony 
that I have not printed in vain. 


I am your faithful well wiſher in 
Jeſus, . 
T. WEBSTER. 
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In page 72, line 28, for fear read faared, 5 
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SERMON I. 


1 risr. CORINTH, CHAP, i. PART or VER. 31. 


un THAT GLORIETH, LET HIM GLORY IN THE 
"+ LOAD | 


Mex; and Brethren, the Apoſtle to the Corin- 
thians is not contented with bringing ſorward, 
as it were, ſimply his own authority, but upholds 
the important doctrine, he wiſhes to maintain in 
your conſciences, with this preface — According as 
it is ritten; ſo that not ſingly by the truth of 
the ſeritiment irſelf, are we encouraged to adopt 
the advice of the Apoſtle, but from its general 
agreement with the principal documents of va- 
rious parts of the ſacred writings themſelves: 
This is as much as if he had addreſſed you thus, 
Do not receive what I aſſert, barely on my au- 
thority (for in ſo doing, perhaps were T miſ- 
taken, you would embrace any falſity I might 
aſſert), but ſearch and ſee into the word of God 

B _ 


1 
itſelf, and you ſhall ſoon diſcover, through that 


medium, in conjunction with the aſſiſtance of 


the Holy Spirit, whether “ ſpeak of God, 
« or whether I ſpeak of myſelf.“ 


The words to which St. Paul appears to have 
referred, are written in the gth chapter of the 
Prophecy of Jeremiah, and in the 23d and 24th 
verſes—they are as follow: © Thus ſaith the 
« Lord, let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſ- 


dom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 


« might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; 
« but let him that glorieth, glory in this, that 
« he underſtandeth; and knoweth me, that I am 
« the Lord, which exerciſe loving kindneſs, 
« judgment, and righteouſneſs in the earth; for 
« in theſe things I delight, ſaith the Lord!” 
Indeed, the latter clauſes of the chapter, from 
whence my text is taken, ſeem to bear a vaſt 
affinity to the quotation I have Juſt read to you, 
extracted from the Prophet, Not many wile,” 
ſays the Apoſtle, “not many mighty, not many 
e noble are called, but God hath choſen the 


e fooliſh things of the world, to confound the 


« mighty;” and, after going on in the ſame ſort 
of ſtrain for a little time longer, he adjoins, that 
God hath adopted this line of conduct, “ that 
« no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence, and 
preſently winds up the whole of the argument, 
with the words of the text, „He that glorieth, 

« let 


7 


« let him Rlory in the Lord!“ By the term 
Lord, it is abundantly evident, from the con- 
text, as well as from the whole ſcope of the 
Scriptures, that the Lord Feſus is intended; 
that Lord with whom the Chriſtian has more 
immediately to do: God out of him is a con- 
ſuming fire: hence there appears the necel- 
fity of revealed religion; for how could mere 
human nature itſelf have become acquainted 
with the knowledge of a Mediator, in whom 
it could have acceſs with the Father? O 
may we never ſeek to have to do with an 
abſolute God, or, like Cam, bring to him the 
productions of the ground; the works of mere 


duſt and aſhes as a propitiation for our ſins! 


If the altar was not to be erected of hewn 
ſtone, leaſt by laying a tool upon it, it ſhould 
be polluted, ſurely the altar muſt be of ſuch. 


importance, that the gift, fingly of itſelf, muſt 
be unhallow ed. 


The Apoſtle hath elſewhere obſerved, that 
God included all the world, both Jew and 


Gentile, under fin; and is this a cauſe of 


boaſting ? ſhall. we glory in our ſhame? ſhall 
we boaſt, that we all die in Adam, and that 
by one man's tranſgreſſion fin fell upon us 
all? Surely this would be a kind of boaſting 
no where to be expected within the limits of 
common ſenſe. But what then? have we no 
Juſt occaſion of exultation ? has the Chriſtian 
B 2 no 
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no laudable cauſe of triumph? yes, bleſſed be 
God; „ Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord 
% hath done it; break forth into ſinging, O _ 
« earth, for the Lord hath done it;“ he hath 
afforded us a ſufficient reaſon for our mirth; 
« what the law could not do, in that it was 
« weak through the fleſh, God ſent his own 
« ſon in the likeneſs of {ſinful fleſh;. and for 
* ſin, condemned fin in the fleſh” of his ſon; 


and thus Chriſt is become, to the truly con- 
verted Chriſtian, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanc- 


tification, and Redemption ; that, according as. 


it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory 
« in the Lord!” Even fo we preach, it will 
be your happineſs and my occaſion of re. 
Joicing, if I can add, fo ye have believed. 


From what has been obſerved, the nothing- 
neſs of the boaſtings of thoſe men is ſuffi 
ciently apparent; who, like the Phariſee of 
old, are thanking God, that they are not as 
other men are; not thanking him with an 
humility of ſoul, that he hath made them, 
and he only in Chriſt, to differ from another; 
for the Phariſec, in the Goſpel, had never 
come to Chriſt, this done he had been no 
Phariſee; but do you think the term Phariſee, 
is alone applicable to the Jewiſh perſuaſion? 
Alas, my brethren, how many are there, in the 
preſent day, of the ſame temperament ; how 
many who conceit that they poſſeſs a righte- 

| ouſneſs 


. 


ouſneſs of their own, and deſpiſe not only 
others, but that righteouſneſs of another: 
that extraneous or vicarious righteouſneſs, in 
which only we and they can be accepted of 


Are there none before me who are ready to 
exclaim, well I did not ſo and ſo, as ſuch an 
one has done; I had always too deep a ſenſe 
of my own character and importance in life: 


but, my friends, is this a reaſon which you 


dare to bring as a certificate to your title to 
an eternal inheritance, when God ſhall ſum- 
mon your ſouls to judgment? Where, ſhew me 
where ſuch an excuſe is authoriſed by the 
ſanction of God's word? * Though I gave 
e my body to be burned,” ſays our Apoſtle, 
« and had not charity,“ that is to ſay, the 
love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in my heart by 
faith, © it would profit me nothing.” Where 
then is the wiſe, where is the ſcribe, where 
is the diſputer of this world? ſuch look little 
further than a little natural religion, in which 
they are ſupported, and even anticipated by 
heathens: but ſuch religion as this, what com- 
fort can it adminiſter to. the ſoul which feels, 
and is aware that it is a ſinner, obnoxious to 
the wrath of God? Can the ideas this ſoul 
entertains of God's ſovereignty, do other than 
terrify it? The purity, the omniſcience, and 
the omnipotence, of the divine Being, can 

| | they 
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they be other againſt it, than that flaming 
ſword, which is to defend the ingreſs into 
paradiſe? hence then is made manifeſt the 
abundant mercy of God, in that he permits 
any of you to exult, and glory in the Lord, 
in the God-Man, whom he has provided, as 
your mediator, who are enabled to apprehend 
him by faith. Surely then, the knowledge 
and apprehenfion of this rich provifion, made 
doubtleſs for ſome of you, can be deemed, 


dy thoſe who feel themſelves intereſted in it, 


no leſs than their crown of rejoicing ; the top 
ſtone of their felicity. Souls of this com- 
plexion, can exultingly exclaim, In the Lord 
Jeſus have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength : ns, 
even HE, is the ſtrength of my life, and ſhall 
be my portion for ever; in bim, after the 
example of holy David, will I make my 
boaſt: I will make mention of thy righteouſ- 
nefs only! Souls thus feeling, and triumphing 
in their own weakneſs, may then, according 
to Paul, and even their own experience, be 
denominated ftrong ; becauſe they not only 
feel where lies Their weakneſs and inſuffi- 
ciency, but they know where their ftrength is, 
and where they can ſucceſsfully apply for 
ſuccour. 


If I am to glory in the Lord, ſurely I 
have no right to make my boaſt of any thing 
elſe; the Apoſtle is expreſs, Let him that 

« glorieth, 


| (7) 
« glorieth, glory in the Lord!” © I am wit 
« ling to know nothing but Chriſt, and him 
« crucified.” © Whether we live, we ſhould 
« live to the Lord; or whether we die, we 
« ſhould die unto the Lord; that whether 
« we live, or die, we may be the Lord's.” 
Surely the Apoſtle Paul, whoſe epiſtles may 
be conſidered as a key of the Scriptures, him- 
ſelf having been tranſported into the third 
heaven, has, in the three firſt chapters to the 
Corinthians, culled every flower out of the 
Goſpel garden, and preſented to his corre- 
ſpondents and to us, a truly valuable and Evan- 
gelical noſegay. How does he, in the third 
chapter, endeavour to pull down all human 


importance, that Chriſt alone may be exalted; 
e other foundation can no man lay, but Jeſus:” 


« Ye,” adds he, in the concluſion, © are 
« Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's :”” hence then, 
you derive whatever title you can ſhew to 
heaven and happineſs, that Chriſt is God's: 
not that you have any ability or claim vir- 


rally in yourſelves, no, ye are Chriſt's, and 


Chriſt is God's. The members muſt repoſe 


with the head; Chriſt being the beloved, they - 


who are his, are alſo to be, or rather are ac- 
cepted in the beloved. 


Now, my dear friends, we are arrived at the 


important taſk ; it remains, that we enquire, 
whether this Chriſt be ours, ſo that we can 
make, 


1 


make, with authority, our boaſt of him all 
the day long, and caſting all our care upon 
him, make mention of his righteouſneſs only. 
The Scripture hath laid down an infallible 
rule, Hereby we know that we are his, by his 

ptrit which he hath given us: Does the ſame 
mind dwell in you which was alſo in Chriſt 
Jeſus; that is to ſay, are you willing to be 
eſteemed of no reputation, to avoid every occa- 
fon of exultation in your own proper perſons, 
and to permit Chriſt to be your all in all? 
Can you fay, when commended for your ac- 
quirements, or proferred any temporal advan- 
tage, O Chriſt, give thou but thyſelf, and 
theſe, only as they are good and convenient 
for my eternal welfare, as they are conducive 
to thine honor, as I ſhall, through Grace, be 
enabled to employ them to thy glory, as they 
may become means of propagating thy mu- 
nificence, and love towards me, by exciting 
diligence in me to tell forth to thoſe who 
fear God, or are hereafter, by thy mercy, de- 
ſigned to fit at the feet of Jeſus, what God 
in Chriſt has done for my ſoul! Such I am 
well perſuaded, would be the language of 
David; and ſhall Chriſtians in the preſent 
day, affecting to entertain the fame hope, be 
far behind him in their grateful expreſſions 
of ſpiritual joy! | 


And now to bring the matter home to you, 
is Chriſt formed in you the hope of glory? 
If 


5 . 

If this is already done, you vill feel a pecu- 

liar ſuavity and propriety in the text; you 

will know yourſelves to be intereſted in it, 
and it will ſpeak for you one portion of 
your daily experience : It this be the” caſe, 
happy are ye who have the Lord, the Lord 
Jeſus for your God! I need not repeat it 
to you, you know yourſelves to be highly 

favoured: Be careful then, that you live up 
to your privileges ; Oh manifeſt to the "world; 
that there is ſomething in your beloved, more 
than in another's beloved ; Let not only inte, 
but ſcoffers alſo obſerve that you have been 
with Jeſus; but beware after all, that you 
do not deceive yourſelves; Is the conviction 
really impreſſed on your ſouls that you are 
Chriſt's? Does the Spirit in reality witneſs 
with your ſpirit that you are the children of 
God? Vou will then be careful to maintain 
good works, and that upon a ſanctified prin- 
ciple; that your faith be not evil ſpoken 
of. You have begun to attribute all things 
to Chriſt with thankſgiving, and you are 
thence taught to look up to him for every 
ſupport: You are poſſeſſed of the import of 
his own words, without me ye can do no- 
thing ; and are thence led to pray, O Lord, 
work thou all our works in us, ſo ſhall they 
be made manifeſt that they are wrought in 
God; thou haſt become my wiſdom, for it 
is to thee I owe whatever I am ſpiritually 
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taught to know; to thee I am indebted for 
apprehenſions of mine own folly, ignorance; 
and weakneſs; thus art thou my wiſdom ; 


but thou haſt not left me here; thou art my 


Tighteouſneſs ; in thee have I righteouſneſs ; 
I make mention of thy righteouſneſs only ; 
thou. haſt wrought. out an everlaſting righte- 


ouſneſs, and it is of thy mercy and kindneſs 


towards me, that I am enabled to read my 
portion in it: Thou art my ſanctification too, 
for it is through thy potent interceſſion, that 
the Holy Spirit operates on my heart; ſince 
then, I owe to God my wiſdom, my righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſanctification, it follows, that I 
am a redeemed ſoul ; becauſe, by ſanctifica- 
tion, I am dedicated to God in Chriſt, and 
made meet, through him, to be a partaker 
with the ſaints in light: Chriſt is thus 


formed in me the hope of glory. 


Seeing then, men and brethren, ſuch are 
the benefits derivable to thoſe who have an 
unlimited intereſt in Jeſus, in whom elſe ſhould 
they glory? Whom have they in heaven but 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſ- 
ſion for them; and who is there on earth, 
that they ſhould defire in compariſon of him? 
You who have no intereſt in him, who feel 
none of your need of him, how deplorable is 
your caſe! Your fine-ſpun cobweb-righte. 


ouſneſs, what will it avail you! Compare your 
ſtate 


3 


ſtate with that of every ſinner reported to be 
ſaved in Scripture; ſurely, their affections were 
widely different from your own! May you 
hence be driven, through God's grace, to 
ſeek for ſhelter to a rock which is higher 
than you, to a righteouſneſs which will out- 
weigh, in the balance of juſtice, all that mo- 
rality and rectitude of your own fancying, 
which can tend only to fill you with ſelf- 
ſufficiency, and to drive you from Jeſus, to 
eſteem him as no other than a mere moral 
preacher, who, like Paul, ſealed his doctrine 
with his blood; in which ſhedding, you feel 
yourſelves no more intereſted, than in the 
death of the Apoſtle; who, that you mighe 
not miſapprehend the ſufferings of Chriſt, nor 
their import, hath propounded this ſhort and 
pithy queſtion, « Was Paul crucified, for you, 
« or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?“ 
—May God own, and bleſs to your ſouls what 
has been advanced ! | | 


C45 SER. 


SERMON II 


ISAIAH, CHAP: ii. VERSE 11. 


THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED IN THAT 
DAY. 


I Truſt you were fully appriſed, by my laſt 
addreſs to you, who was intended throughout 
the Scripture, by the Chriſtian's Lord; even 
that ſame Jeſus, of whom his follower. Thomas 
exclaimed; in accents of adoration, My Lord 
and my God! It ſhall be my endeavour, 
through the ſame Chriſt ſtrengthening me, to 
ſolicit your ſouls to join the Diſciple hearti- 
ly in his exclamation, that ſo the Lord 
alone may be exalted in this day. Indeed 
the grand eſſential of religion appears to be 
this, an exaltation of the Saviour, and a de- 
baſement of the creature. How theſe may 
be goſpelly effected ſhall, God willing, be 
made the ſubject of our preſent reſearch. 


The 


4 

The magnification of Jeſus commenced at 
a very early period, even coeval in heaven 
with the fall of our firſt parent and was to 
him made a ſubject of his contemplation, the 
moment God revealed to Adam, that The 
ſeed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 
pent's head: The exaltation therefore of Jeſus 
is evidently prior to the Law of Moſes; and 
from this very circumſtance, excluſive of every 
other conſideration, it calls loudly upon the 
attention of the Chriſtian; it was moreover 
brought forward in the extremity of the hu- 
man race, when ſin had made a rupture be- 
tween God and us; and being brought forth 
in human exigency, demands peculiar notice; 
and however it may, by the ritual and cere- 
monial Law, have been, perhaps, not clouded, 
but typified, yet whether we recur from thence 
to the ſtate of man in Eden, or to the ſtate 
of man in the preſent day, now that Chriſt 
has been manifeſted in the fleſh, it doubtleſs 
will appear to the humble and ſpiritual en- 
quirer, that only one and the ſame thing was 
intended, From the Garden of Elen then, 
as Chriſtians, we chooſe to be tranſported to 
the Garden of Gethſemane; not only to hear 
with our ears the offer of a Saviour, but to 
apprehend, with our mental eye, ſomewhat 
like the Saviour, in reality, offering himſelf 
for us: This is our crown and our palm of 
rejoicing ; he has been now, in theſe latter 
days, 
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days, manifeſted in the fleſh. We no longer 
like the expectant Jews, look forwards- for 
him, but we look upwards 7% him; we ceaſe 
to be expectants; we commence attendants: 
Would to God all who hear me this day, 
were in reality found at Wiſdom's porch, 
waiting daily at the door of the Saviour! 


The verſe preceding that from whence my 
text is extracted, is pregnant with various 
Evangelical exhortations ; it reads thus, « Enter 
* into the rock, and hide thee in the duſt, 
„ for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of 
« his majeſty :** and then the Prophet pro- 
ceeds, © The lofty looks of man ſhall be hum- 
« bled, and the haughtineſs of man ſhall be 
« bowed down!” Surely by the introduction of 
the term rock, the ſoul of the believer is abun- 
dantly inſtructed to look up to that rock from 
whence he was hewn; to that rock which was 
plainly exemplified of old, when God himſelf, 
paſſing before his beloved Moſes, hid him in 
the clift of the craggy mountain. How in- 


conteſtibly does this declare, that no man, that 


is to ſay, that no human production, neither 
ſupported by its own merits, nor fortified by 
its own religious ſect, or perſuaſion, ſhould 
approach God in any wiſe with acceptance. 


The Prophet, from we ſpeak, ſeems 
to have had in his view the day of retribu- 


tion, 


B : 


tion, or the final judgment, by his introduc« 
tion of the phraſe that day ; but as no man 
ſhall ben look up to God with confidence, 
who cannot here look up to him with com- 
fort, I have deemed myſelf authoriſed to bend 
the words to the idea I have affixed to them; 
albeit the Prophet's exhibition of them is 
countenanced, by the Goſpel of Luke; when, 
in ſpeaking of the proceſs of the tremendous 
day of retribution, the Evangeliſt quotes the 
language of Chriſt, in obſerving there would 
then be many who ſhould call on the moun- 
tains to fall on them, and the hills to cover 
them: Let as the term rock does not there 
occur, but is uſed in the language of David, 
in the ſignificancy of deliverance, and admi- 
rably adapts itſelf to the import of my text, 
I ſhall conſider: the verſe I have choſen to 
open my diſcougſe with, in that ſtrain, which 
may tend, more immediately, to exalt the Lord 
in his day. Woe indeed be to them, who 
in the time Iſaiah alluded to, are not found 
in Jeſus! But we go on.— 


The ark, the brazen ſerpent lifted up in the 
wilderneſs, the city of refuge, and the ſacri- 
fices under the Jewiſh Law, are but ſo many 
apt repreſentations of a Saviour to come; and 
of that peace and ſecurity, which could alone 
be found in him; Seems it to any of you, my 
tcllow-chriſtians, but in name only, a matter 
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of ſmall import, that theſe bemificarit ſymbols 
were inſtituted? Alas! we feel for you; we be⸗ 
moan your blindneſs, we bewail your 1gno- 
rance; with what a vitiated appetite muſt you 
have ſat down to the Scriptures; how vapid 
and unſavoury muſt they have been in your 
mouths. Know then, an Evangeliſt propounds, 
« that as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the 
« wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of man, Jeſus 
« Chriſt, be lifted up, that whoſoever believeth 
« on him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
« laſting life.? 


The Royal Pſalmiſt, in ſpeaking of the Sa- 
viour, often ſtiles him his refuge, his city to 
flee unto: * Bleſſed be the Lord,” ſays he; 
«« for he hath ſhewed me marvellous loving 
« kindneſs in a ſtrong city:“ In the ſecond 
of the Chronicles, Solomon pronounces, that 
the places are holy, where the ark of the Lord 
hath come: And St. Paul, ſpeaking to the 
Hebrews, of the Jewiſh ſacrifices; aſſerts, in 
plain terms, that ſuch were but a ſhadow, and 
no ſubſtance, not the very image of the things. 
You may read at your leiſure the whole of 
his tenth chapter; in which he ably, developes 
ſome of the Jewiſh ſymbols, and reſtores them 
to their primitive import. If then, as the 
contrary cannot be ſcripturally conteſted, God 
intended, under theſe repreſentations, to mag- 
nify his Son, through whom the true wor- 


ſhipper 


19297 
ſhipper hath alone acceſs to the Father; ho- 
do we by our obſtinate rejection of Jeſus, treat 
the whole of the Old Teſtament as an unim- 
portant fable, or a legendary tale; how do we 
debaſe him whom God hath purpoſed ſhall 
alone be exalted; corrupt the ſignificancy of 
the doctrine of the New Covenant, and reduce 
the efficacy of the precious blood-ſhedding of 
Chriſt, to the ſtandard and inſufficiency of that 
of martyrs! But have ye ſo learned Chriſt? 
O firs, be aſſured, if the things we have 
ſpoken of be true, you have no portion nor 
lot in them; you may dream of your good 
deeds Jeſus ſays, Without me ye can 
« do nothing: you may boaſt of your mighty 
obſervance of the law; you know not what 
you ſay, nor whereof you affirm; it is Jeſus, 
Jefus only, who hath magnified the law and 
made it honourable; God ſent forth this his 
Son, of whom you ſo meanly account, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law: Bring then no 
more vain oblations; this man, by one offer- 
ing of himſelf, hath for ever perfected them 
that are ſanctified! How ſhall we court the 
believer in more expreſſive terms, to hear that 
blood ſpeak which anſwereth for his ſoul ? 
You, who profeſs yourſelves to be of the 
Church of England, can have no excuſe for 
your backwardneſs in magnifying the Saviour, 
if you feel and acknowledge the full extent 
of the 13th Article of your Church; not that 
D the 
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the opinion of any Church is to be reverenced, 
further than it agrees with the doctrine of | 
Chriſt and of his Apoſtles; the grand enquiry is, 
not to what Church we belong, but what fel- 
low ſhip and communion we have with Jeſus. 


But it remains, that we apprize you, by what 
mean we may properly exalt the Lord Chriſt; 
and this is effected, not by believing him 
only, that is to ſay, of him ſimply; but in 
him, and mo him likewiſe; it is not barely 
ſufficient that we give credence to his words, 
for devils doubtleſs do thus much, but we 
muſt go further; believe that he has wrought 
out a firm reconciliation between God and 
us, having reconciled us to the Father, by 
the death of his croſs: When we have ar- 
rived thus far, we then begin to feel our 
proper footing, we are certified. of our own 
ſecurity, and final perſeverance: But there is 
ſtill behind-hand one further conſideration, 
we muſt, by believing into him, produce 
works certificatory . of our intereſt. in his 
precious, blood-ſhedding: Without this teſti- 
monial of our faith, we deceive ourſelves; for 
Chriſt, as the Apoſtle writes, gave himſelf 
for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a -peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. Till we are 
arrived thus far, however ſafe we -may in 
reality be, according to the Eternal Purpoſe 

of 
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of God, we are by no mean found” in our 
faith; nor do we exalt Jeſus before others; 
for it is one part of our due WH 


of the Saviour, that we confeſs him before 


J 


men, as much by becoming the followers ot 
thoſe who are the followers of him, as by 


confeſſing our obligations to him for our ſal- 


? 


vation. Not that this your zeal will be an 
evidence in your | favour, independent of the 
other; nor will that independent of ſuch zeal: 


Let. every one that nameth the name of Chriſt ' 


depart from iniquity: No ſooner had Paul 


been called by divine grace; but he exclaims, 


Lord; what wouldeſt thou have me to do? Ixt 


is then only we act from ſanctified princi- 


ples; all other actions, derived from what 
ever principles, what are they, but an attempt 
to keep Chriſt in the back-ground of the 


canvas, or at leaſt, to conſtitute him a ſubor- 


dinate character in the piece! But this is the 
language of an inſpired writer, who at that 
time, we dare ſay, was living as much to the 
glory of God, as either you or I can be; 


« T know that in me, that is, in my fleſh; 


« dwelleth no good thing ;?* © the life I now 
« live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 


« who loved me and gave himſclf for me:“ 


How will you do away then, even the bare 
literal importance of the Son of God; who 


not merely from the now cited paſſages, but 
from innumerable parallel ones, is held out, 
D2 at 
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at leaſt as a prominent _ in the Chf. 
tian's n | 


Were we not apprized of the nai blind- 
neſs of the human heart, one ſhould be in- 


| duced to ſuppoſe, that the very term Chriſ- 


tianity implied that Chriſt was very deeply, and 
importantly intereſted in the ſcheme. My 
friends, if you feel yourſelves duly intereſted 
in Jeſus, your own feelings will foreſtall many 
of my arguments. I preach: not myſelf, I 
preach Chriſt the Lord; and I truſt am en- 
dowed with a portion of his ſpirit, and that 
gratitude toward a crucified Jeſus will con- 
ſtrain ſome of you to aim at his exaltation: 
Were you impreſſed with the manifeſtation 
of his love to your ſouls, and deeply pene- 
trated with the immenſity of his Kindneſs, 
and your own demerits, ſurely you would on 
wings, as it were of love, tranſport yourſelves 
hither and thither, to aſſiſt even the humbleſt 
member of his houſhold, and grudge that 
you were unable to ſerve his cauſe better: 
You would then apprehend, and enter vitally 
into that doctrine of love, Whether we eat, or 
« drink, or whatever we do, we ſhould do all 
«« to the glory of God; © So that whether we 
« live, we ſhould live unto the Lord, or whe- 
« ther we die, we ſhould die unto the Lord.” 


Hitherto 


NK . N 


Hitherto we have addreſſed Saints only, but 
we muſt put out a word to Sinners, who are 
ſtill without any deſire to come to Jeſus. 
Alas, firs, upon what do you place your pre- 
tenſions to the favour of God? Upon your 
good works? Read you not that the earth 
and all its works, that is to ſay, all earthy 
works, ſhall be burnt up? That your's are of 
an earthy complexion, needs no further proof, 
one ſhould think, than that they are not wrought 
in God ; ſuch as they are, did they ſpring up 
in you, and proceed out from you, out of 
love to him in whom God the Father, by a 
voice of the Holy Spirit from heaven, has 
pronounced himſelf well pleaſed? Has the love 
of Chriſt conſtrained you to ſuch perform- 
ances as you daily vaunt yourſelves in? 
Surely it is blaſphemy to declare it: but, re- 
member, we warn you, it is miſery to be 
unaffected with your caſe; you of all others, 
who poſleſs neither the ability,- the will, nor 
any idea about coming to Jeſus, however you 
may magnify, in time, your own wonderous 
excellencies, be aſſured Chriſt will get himſelf 
the honour over you in eternity, by the de- 
ſtruction of your bodies and ſouls. You are 
mainly ignorant of the corruption of your na- 
ture; ſin hath ſo beclouded your viſion with 
unbelief, that you do not diſcern how that 
„ in Adam all die.” Ye continue wilfully 
unaffected with the Door ms of Jeſus, « Ye 

« will. 


Ca 
©. will not come to me that ye may have 
life.“ Would to God, if it be his good 
pleaſure, that he would impreſs your ſpirits, 
with ſerious and goſpelled concern for your 
ſituation, before you go hence. O that by 
the fooliſhneſs of my diſcourſe, it might, be 
recorded, that at leaſt one ſeal was affixed to 
my miniſtry, one ſoul was born to God! 
Surely, ſurely, this would lead both you and 
me to magnify Jeſus, that it hath pleaſed him. 
in this our day, to evidence to your conſci- 
ences, the things which appertain to their 
eternal peace; they may ſoon be eclipſed from 

your ſight! | | 


But to go on, Are there ſome of you, who 
are willing to apprehend the love of your Sa- 
viour to your ſouls by faith? Though you do 
not fcel at preſent the extent of his worth 
and value, we congratulate you, that you be- 
gin to deſcry there is ſomething in this be- 
loved, more than in another's beloved : No, 
no, his worth and value ſhall be the ſubject. 
of contemplation and ſong, during the bound-' 
leſs ages of eternity; for * worthy is the lamb. 
« that was ſlain!” Angels deſire to explore this 
myſtery in heaven, and it is the joy of ſaints 
on earth, that they may occaſionally refreſh 
their hearts, when fainting during their pilgrim- 
age, by anticipating thoſe choruſſes of love 
and triumph, which they ſhall hereafter be 
ſummoncd to join in the bliſs above. 


And 
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And1 now, my friends, 4 not of you 
feel your hearts glow within you, by antici- 
pating that celeſtial harmony through faith, in, 
which you are ſhortly in reality to bear your 
part? Do any of you fit here cold and unaf- 
fected as the ſeats you repoſe; on; how dif- 
ferent your diſpoſition, from that of ſaints 
and angels! Surely, if it were poſſible, you 
ſhould apprehend it, ſhame would rouſe you 
Into energy, in purſuit of that in which your 
everlaſting all is concerned !—But I forbear— 
The efforts of the tongues -of men and an- 
gels, of Moſes and the prophets, are all inef- 
fectual, if unapplied to your hearts by that 
bleſſed Spirit, which inſpired their labours: To 
him in Chriſt, we do, we muſt commit you; 
may he take of the treaſures of Jeſus, and 
hold them up before your eyes ; may he ena- 
ble you to ſee what he has done for othery, 
and, peradventure, for yourſelves; and may he 
proſper what has been intentionally delivered 
for your benen. 


N 


SER. 


SERMON III. 


PSALM ii. VERSE 12. 


Kiss THE SON, LEST HE BE ANGRY, AND $O YE PE- 
RISH FROM THE WAY, WHEN HIS WRATH 1$ 
KINDLED BUT A LITTLE: BLESSED ARE ALL 
THEY THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM. 


Tursz are the words of one “ who had 
„ kiſſed, with the kiſſes of his mouth,“ the 
lamb flain from the foundation of the world, 
in the intention of divine Providence; and as 
he has laid ſuch ſtreſs upon the ſalutation 
he recommends, he doubtleſs felt the import- 
ance of the advice he gives: We will en- 
deavour, God willing, to inveſtigate his mean- 
ing; and labour to participate of the ſame 
ſpiritual delights. The term kiſs, whenever 
adopted in its good ſenſe in Scripture phra- 
ſeology, imports reconciliation, and nearneſs 
of acceſs; thus, in the 27th of Geneſis, Iſaac 


ſays 


280 


ſays to Efau, as he ſuppoſed, kiſs me, my 
ſon; and although the parent was was impoſed 
upon by Jacob, the bleſſing was attached to 
the | younger ſon. The prodigal, when he 
returned to his parent, partook of the ſame 

congratulatory kiſs. It is likewiſe, in Luke 
the 7th, uſed in the acceptation of very im- 
mediate affection and endearment; alluding 
to Mary Magdalen, our Lord ſays, This 
woman, ſince the time I came in, hath not 
ceaſed to kiſs my feet. And thus much TI 
ſhould: hope would ſuffice to convey to your 
idea the n of the firſt wed of the text. 

| By: the Son, you vill not | eafily ws per- 
uaded to underſtand any other perſon, than the 
Son of Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus; phraſes 
of a congenial ſignificancy, being ſo numer- 
ouſly diſſeminated throughout the inſpired 
page: The expreſſions of « being found in Jeſus,” 
« being reconciled. to God by the death of 
« his Son,“ and the like, are paralleled by the 
words I have juſt now. _ to ou from he 
royal Pſalmiſt. 


+ bbs a are admoniſhed to ſeek 
after this reconciliation with Jeſus, from the 
two following conſiderations: The one, left 
he ſhould be angry, and ſo hide his face 
from us; thus, ſays the prophet Iſaiah, To- 
day if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
E your 
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your hearts; in the book of Proverbs we ars 
preſented with a view of the avful effect 


of contumacy and obduracy on this head 5 


« Becauſe I have called and ye refuſed, 1 


d have ſtretched out mine hand, and no man 


« regarded; but ye have ſet at naught all m 
te counſel, and would none of my reproof; I 
4 alſo will laugh at your calamity;“ and the 
ſame inſpired writer goes on, „When diſ- 
« treſs and anguiſh come upon you, then 
« ſhall ye call upon me, but I will not an- 
« ſwer; ye ſhall ſeek me early; but ye ſhall 
« not find me That this is ſpoken of 'the 
eternal Logos, or Chriſt Jeſus, few would go 
about to deny, one ſhould ſuppoſe, who had 
peruſed the opening of the Goſpel of St. John, 
or had conſidered the 20th verſe of the firſt 
chapter of Proverbs, where it is ſaid,” © Wiſ- 
1 dom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her voice 
« in the ſtreets;“ that is to ſay, the Goſpel 
invitation, which was to be promulgated, not 
on the houſe-tops only, but in the highways and 
hedges. We are ſupplied, among many others, 
with the repreſentation of two very awful re- 
jections of the favour of the Son of God ex- 
tended forth to ſinners; the one, compriſed 
in the old Teſtament, and exhibited in the 
perſon of Moſes, the type of Chriſt, the other 
brought forward in the perſon of Jeſus him- 
ſelf; they are as we now produce them to 
your notice; we paſs on to their conſidera- 
tion, 

When 


J. a 


TS 


Wen Pharaoh had long trifled with the 
interference of Moſes, his oſtenſible mediator 
with God for him, the king adds to his other 
impieties this further iniquity, in the form 
and ſubſtance of a threat, See my face no 
« more; get thee from me, for in the day 
re that thou ſeeſt my face thou ſhalt die;: 
to whom Moſes replied, Thou haſt ſpoken 
« well; I will ſee thy face again no more:“ 
The ruin of the king of Egypt ſoon ſucceeds 
this rejection of his interceſſor. The ſecond 
inſtance we would impreſs upon your minds, 
ſtands recorded in the Goſpel of St. Luke; 
and is conveyed to us in the words our Lord 


adopted, when he uttered one of the moſt 


pathetic exclamations which ever proceeded 
out of hallowed lips: « O Jeruſalem,” he ex- 
claims, © Thou which killeſt the prophets, 


« and ſtoneſt them which are 'ſent unto 


* thee; how often would I have gathered 
« thy children together, as a. hen doth gather 
« her brood under her wings, and ye would 
« not! Behold, your houſe is left unto you 
« deſolate;'” and though the ſequel implies, 
that at a future period God would again 
make them a ſecond offer of his mercy, yet 
ſurely this we have recited, is a ſufficient 
diſcouragement of obduracy. Hence appears 
the abundant propriety of acquainting now 
ourſelves with God, and being at peace with 
him. This doctrine is backed with the pro- 

E 2 miſe, 
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miſe, They that ſeek me early ſhall find 
« me.” We have conſolidated the two doc- 
trines, and have ſhewn you already an exam— 
ple, not only of the anger of the Lord, but 
alſo of his final rejection of the impenitent 
and careleſs ſinner; and now let me demand 
of you an anſwer to a queſtion firſt propoſed 
by St. Paul; for if he that deſpiſed Moſes' 
law, died without mercy under two or three 
witneſſes, of how much ſorer 'puniſhment, - 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? 


By this introduction of the reaſoning of St. 
Paul, you will clearly perceive, I addreſs my- 
» ſelf to thoſe in the preſent inſtance, who have 
been brought into ſomewhat. of Goſpel li- 
berty; but from one ſinful cauſe or other, 
have loſt the gracious impreſſion, wherewith 
their ſouls were heretofore ſtamped. Such 
we can only addreſs in the language of the 
prophet, «© Why will ye die, O houſe of 
« Ifracl?” The ſame fountain is open for 
ablution from ſins of a moſt ſcarlet and crim- 
ſon die; waters better than thoſe of Abana 
and Pharphar, other ſtreams, in which if you, 
even you, waſh yourſelves, you ſhall be clean: 
You once felt your need of a participation 

Wes of 
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| of theſe bleſſings, you were not ignorant that 
there was a prophet in Iſrael, a balm in 
Gilead, and a phyſician there. O firs, may 
you be enabled to return, to return inſtanta- 
neouſly and * kiſs the Son: If he hereto- 
fore loved you, be aſſured he will heal all 
your back-ſlidings. O take him at his word, 
recur to the teſtimony he has left behind 
him, to that teſtimony he has ſealed with his 
blood Come unto me all ye that travel and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt: He 
that cometh unto me I will in na wiſe caſt 
off; not even for -your back-ſlidings, how- 
ever notoriouſly you may have rebelled againſt 


him: But obſerve, we addreſs ourſelves to thoſe 


who feel themſelves willing to return : We 
ſeek not to hold out a licence for the impi- 
ous; we call you now to ariſe and go to 
your Father, to day, while it is called to-day, 
leaſt any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of fin. Would that you might 
feel the Spirit impreſſing this language of in- 
ſpiration on your ſouls, behold now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of ſal vation: 
But do any of you deſpair of returning from 
the heinouſneſs of your impieties, add not to 

them all this ſuperlative one, to belie the 
; promiſe. of God, written as it were with a 
pen of iron throughout his gracious oracles : 
You, of every other deſcription of ſinners, 
have the leaſt excuſe to plead in your fa. 


vour; 
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vour; you once felt the comfortable fenſati- 
on of living under the , enjoyment of Goſpel 
conſolation: O may you not be guilty, by 
your delay, of the ſin of unbelief, nor mock + 


God to his face, by making him a Iams. z nor 


trifle with his patience. 


| The opening of the text is peculiarly en- 
couraging to ſinners of your deſcription, © kiſs 


the Son leaſt he be angry.” To perform 


this, it is neceſſary the finner ſhould, by 
faith, haye a manifeſtation of his perſan ; of 
him who is full of grace and truth; and 
this you have had: How then do you belie 
all your former experience, by your back- 
wardneſs to a reconciliation with the Savi- 
aur, who, as you have felt, is mighty to fave. 
O may you now have the opportunity of ex- 
ulting, that he is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, all who truly turn to him. But an argu- 
ment you will perhaps employ againſt your- 
ſelves is this; I cannot conquer my fins, 1 
cannot ſubdue my corruptions, when I would 
do good, evil is preſent with me; what is 
Paul's boaſt on the ſame occaſion, I thank 
my God through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord: My 
victory over my corruptions forms not my 
hope of heaven and happineſs, . Chriſt, and he 
only, is formed in me; the hope of glory : Do 
not miſtake me, I want not to fix you down, in 
Antinomianiſm, but wiſh you to be ſatisfied 

with 


1 


with nothing ſhort of an whole Chriſt, truly 
and unconditionally. applied to your ſouls ; 


your corruptions inſtead of withholding you 


from Jeſus, ſhould force you the more ur- 
gently and impetubuſiy to him; on your 


ſcheme, you would become a purchaſer of his 


merits, and benefits of his death and paſſion, 
you would divide the (crown with the Savi- 
our, a6 have "ſoniewhir: whereof to boaſt... 


Exerciſed with coiteion, the thorn in the 
fleſh, a meſſenger from Satan, how did Paul 
conduct himſelf? He , carneſtly beſought the 
Lord, that it might depart from him; for 
ſuch is the import of the words; and the an- 
ſwer he received was, My grace is ſufficient 
for thee. But here you will argue, true, but 


Paul was then a ſubject of divine love, even 
in his own feelings and acknowledgement. 
We anſwer, if grace, by which he ſtood, was 


a quality ſo neceſſary for him, how much 
rather (if it were - poſſible) for you? Hence 
my argument, that nothing ſhort of an ap- 
plied Chriſt ought to ſatisfy your conſciences: 
He, even he blotteth out your fins, and be- 


ſides him there is none elſe. Admitting you 


were of yourſelves able to ſubdue corruption; 
Chriſt ſays, he came not to ſave the righteous, 
but ſinners, the whole need not a phyſician, 


from whence ir is inferible, that if corrup- 


tion did not occaſionally poſſeſs you, you 
would 
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would not apprehend the value of Chriſt, by 
conſequence not receive him as your all Fin 
all. If he giveth' his redeemed to will and 
to do of his good pleaſure, it follows, he 
muſt give the ability to 1 or you; van 


on 


ſtitute him a . Chriſt. 21115 


If then, men and. * theſe 8 res 
ſo, if he who gives you to do of his good 
pleaſure, gives you alſo to will, examine your 
ow nſelves, prove your oynſelves: Jou read per- 
haps, if I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear my prayer; but there is a wide 
difference between indulging in the corrup- 
tion, and a deſire to be reſcued from its pre- 
valency ; they may both obtain in one and 
the ſame ſubject, but wherever the latter ſe- 
riouſly reigns, we hope, we pronounce better 
things of ſuch, the day of God's power we 

truſt begins to dawn upon their ſouls, and they 
will be made 4 more willing people; he is 
fairhful who promiſed, he alſo will do. it. 


. We truſt enough has been, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, urged by way of encouragement to ſin- 
ners of the -complexion we . have already ad- 
drefled; but we muſt offer a few arguments 
to thoſe who are either ignorant of the grace 
of Jeſus, or unconcerned about it. Now 
the firſt argument I am to addreſs to theſe, 
ſhews the importance of an intereſt in Jeſus, 

You 


this reflection might quicken their ſedulity ! 


6330 


You will none of you, we ſuppoſe, imagine you 
are to be ſaved for your ill deeds, but we are 


afraid ſome of you conceit of God that he 


is more merciful than his written edict has 
pointed bim out to be, or in other words, 
that he will be merciful to you 7» and after 
another proceſs and manner, 8. what he 
has really held out to your nebeſſities: Be aſ- 
ſured, his ſcheme of ſalvation is uniform; he 
deals not with you after a manner different 


from his conduct with others: It is the ad- 


monition of David to all, , Kiſs the Son, leſt 
« he be angry, and ſo ye periſh,” not in the 


way, for you are out of it; which phraſe of 


the Pſalmiſt ſhould alarm thoſe, who are barely, 
in it, or in, queſt of it, and not yet arrived 
at the haven where they would be: O that 


| h } 
The ſweet finger of Iſrael, according to our 
received tranſlation of his ſentiments, is made 
to go on, © When his wrath is kindled but a 
little,“ what dqgrine this reading was intended 
to convey, perhaps it is not eaſy to conjec- 
ture; the ſenſe of the original would be bet- 
ter expreſſed by theſe words, „When his 
« wrath of a ſudden be enkindled,” that is 
to ſay, leſt he ſhould pluck you away, leſt he 
ſhould advance upon you unexpectedly, like 
a thief in the night, and there ſhould be none 
to deliver you, no Jeſus to intercede, no ap- 
pointed rock, no ſhelter for your refuge. 


If 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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11 it be the province of a faithful preac cher Mt 
to alarm your conſciences, it is alſo his duty; 
like the good Samaritan, to pour oil and bam 
into the wounds of the ſpirit. David has giveit | 
a ſufficient example; bleſſed are all they, he 
beſpeaks the returning ſouls, who put their 
truſt in the Sqn: Happy will it be for you, 
if his language, far more forceable than any 
we can adopt, ſhould lead you not to reſt con- 
tented with an happineſs, ſhort of what is to 
be found in a reconciliation with Jeſus, be 
aſſured all elſe is but a refuge of lies, a 
truſting to the reed inſtead of the rock, a 
leaning as it were on the point of a ſpear, 
which ſhall eventually thruſt the incliner 
through. | * 


David, by your confined glance at this pſalm 
of his, will perhaps be conſidered, as addreſ- 
ſing himſelf more immediately to kings and 
Judges of the earth; but as we are acquainted 
with no religion, provided peculiarly and ap- 
propriatedly for kings, weſt of neceſſity 
go in queſt of ſome general ſignificancy, and, 
it may be, the right interpretation is ready to 
our hands — The prophet ſays, Other Lords 
have had dominion over us, intending thereby 
not only ſins and corruptions, but fancied re- 
commendations of God's compaſſion and mercy 
towards us, which are in reality the kings, 
the precious pacifications of the carnal ſoul, 


the 


e © 


| rde kings of the earth which are eartfiy; yet 


proceeds the prophet, by Thee only, import- 


ting by Chriſt the great proviſionary, will we 


make mention of thy name. And thus much 
we hope will ſuffice, through God's bleſſing, to 
diſcover on this occaſion to yeu, the mind of 


the writer, from whom we have borrowed our 


text. Nor is the interceſſion of Chriſt and 


his prevalency leſs clearly pointed out in the 


8h verſe of this pſalm, Aſk of me and I 
will give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
tance (ſings the royal harper, in perſonifica- 


tion of God the Father addreſſing his Son), 


nay, even the end of the earth for thy pat 
FOI | 


Him then may we beſeech, that he would 
come over the mountains of our ſins, and of 
our corruptions; for theſe tend te veil him 
from our view, and eclipſe the conſolations of 
the Spirit from our apprehenſion; but we 
muſt be contentę to continue paſſive in Chriſt's 
hands, to ſtand ſtill · and behold his ſalvation; 
though we do not implore you to fleep ſtill— 


No, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 


the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give* thee light! 
God is willing, is pleaſed to be enquired of 
for theſe comforts and ſupports ; it is an evi- 
dence in your favour when you are found 
upon your knees before him in faithful prayer 
for theſe beſt, theſe moſt conſolitary purpoſes ; - 

F 2 .  ewithout 


1 


tei bout him you can do nothing, nor yet with 
him out of Chriſt, or rather out of Chriſt be 
will have nothing to do with you ; how fooliſh 
then, as well as how impious do you conti- 
nue, if you will not approach him in his 
own appointed way; if you muſt even periſh 
in the way, had not you better expire at the 
feet of Jeſus? Though he ſlay you, be aſſured 
it will not make for your diſcomfiture, that 
you have put your truſt in his- Son. And 
finally, all other are not the way—He that 
climbeth up into the ſheep-fold ſome other 
2vay, is a thief and a robber I am the way, 
ſays Chriſt, I am the door. —O that theſe con. 
ſiderations might be ſo blefſed to your ſouls, 
that they might induce you to call upon Jeſus 
while he 1s near, to ſeek him while he may 
be found, to get you unto this Lord, even to 
have recourſe unto him right humbly ! 
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SERMON. IV. 


PSALM 1. VERSE 1. 


-$LESSED IS THE MAN THAT WALKETH NOT IN 


THE COUNSEL OF THB UNGODLY, NOR STAND- 
ETH IN THE WAY OF SINNERS, NOR SITTETH 1N 
THE SEAT OF THE SCORNFUL. 


Tur pſalms of David, peruſed either in the 
original, or in the bible tranſlation of them, 
may be juſtly deemed a body of the ſoundeſt 
divinity; we hope what we ſaid to you on 
the ſubject of the ſecond, was not unaccom- 
panied with ſpiritual effect; we are about to 


preach to you the ſame Jeſus from the firſt 


of them; may he confer on you the hearing 
car, and the underſtanding heart 


Peradventure, there may be ſome prefent, 
who are ready to exclaim, Surely there needed 
no David to preach to us ſuch a doctrine as 

this; 
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this; pauſe a while, my brethren, and let us 
annex the ſecond verſe to its elder brother, 
and we ſhall find ourſelves, it may be, obliged 
to the pſalmiſt for his information, or at leaſt, 


to that Spirit, which inſpired his minſtrelſy. 


We purpoſe to conſider the whole pſalm 
in order as it lies before us. 

Bleſſed is the man that walketh not in the 
counſel of the ungodly: Here is a ſtrong ex- 
preſſion taken from one of the neceſſary en- 
gagements in life, importing a ſteady and 
uniform continuance in evil, not a giving into 
fin through ſurpriſe, vr violent temptation. 


But this is not all—he who walketh not in 


the counſel of the ungodly, muſt, if he pur- 
poſes to evidence his bleſſedneſs, by no mean 
fland in the way of ſinners; which implies, a 
permanent continuance in friendſhip with evil 
doers; nor muſt he / in the feat of the 
ſcornful: But the bleſſedneſs of a man's eſtate, - 
is not teſtified alone by theſe bare negative 
qualities; indeed there are many who from 
difinclination, are withheld from various cri- 
minal indulgences, or- from motives which 
originate from no ſanctified principles: It is 
not from an abſtinence from theſe vain pur- 
ſuits, that David ventures to pronounce this 
individual bleſſed; his delight, ſuperadded to 
theſe attcring and favourable appearances, 

muſt 


( 59 ) 

muſt be in the law of the Lord; or his thtegrity 
iſſues from a wrong principle; and if ſuch 
an one "as he deſcribes, does delight in the 
law of the Lord; he will evidence his delight 
to his On foul at leaſt, if not to thoſe = 
others; by his meditation therein day and 

Here then we fake our pauſe, where bnd 
NE his firſt pauſe.” 


You may poſſeſs, in the /iteral ferſe, every 
commendable quality recited in the fi verſe 
of this ſpiritual ſong, without being at all 
affected with, or intereſted in the /econd ; but 
if you are arrived to the happy experience of 
the ſecond, the firf will attach itſelf to you, 
as a natural conſequence. And here it is to 
be  deplored, that men are too apt naturally 
to begin their religion at the wrong end, and 
to ſuppoſe, that they can produce works well 
pleaſing to God, before they feel themſelves 
intereſted in him; or, which is the ſame thing, 
before they perceive, by the application of 
the Spirit of Grace to their ſouls, that *Chriſt 
is at all concerned“ for them as a covenant 
God. By the words law of the Lord, it is 
clear David had no reſpect, on this occaſion, 
to the law of Moſes: Though codes of ſta- 
tutes not oppoſite to each other, they are 
widely different in their extent and import ; 
the latter extending to the very thoughts of 
our hearts: And that we do not miſapprehend 
the mind of this man after God's own heart, 

let 
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jet us hear him ſpeak for himſelf, in the rgth 
pſalm, where he reſumes the ſubje& : ** The 
« Jaw of the Lord is perfect,“ he. obſerves, | 
« converting the . ſoul,” wks never did any 
one hear that the law of . Moſes gave this 
converting. principle, it inclines you to truſt 
in itſelf, and not to look up to the Lord: 


hence in the 12th verſe David breaks out, 


* Who can underſtand his errors? Cleanſe 
« thou me from my ſecret faults,” Keep 
« back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous 
« fins, then ſhall I be right, and I ſhall be 
« innocent from the great tranſgreſſion;” which, 
whether we interpret it, of the ſin of unbe- 
lief, or of blaſphemy againſt the Holy Spirit, 
are neither of them, ſo much as hinted at, 
in the law of Moſes: He goes on, © Let the 
« words of my mouth, and the meditation of 


A 


* my heart, be acceptable in thy ſight, O 


« Lord, my ſtrength and my Redeemer.” 
Who then ſhall aſſert, that this holy man of 
God could be looking up to the ten com- 
mandments, as you have them delivered in the 
book of Exodus? He appears, on the con- 
trary, to have anticipated the mind of the 


Apoſtle, and to have petitioned, that he might 


c adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour” in 
word, and in deed, —“ in all things ;” and that 


his converſation might * be ſuch as becometh 
* the Goſpel of Chriſt.” 


We 


ld 
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We now” encounter the 30 verſe,” And chis 


pleſſed man “ ſhall be like a tree planted by 


« the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
« fruit in due ſeaſon :** The mind of the au- 
thor, in 4 mere Nr acceptation, is more 
beautiful and expreffive upon reflection, than 
at the firſt glance: The country, of which he 
was an inhabitant, was fituated in a very ſouth- 
ward climate, obnoxious to much heat, and 
drought: Thus you will read in Geneſis of 
frequent contenſions reſpecting the poſſeſſion 
and impropriation of wells and ſprings of 
water; but here perhaps David alfo has a la- 
tent meaning, alluding to the Spirit of Grace, 


and infers, that the perſons in whom theſe 


excellent qualities abound, muſt be ſituated 
contiguouſly to the Holy Spirit, or myſtically 


united to Chriſt: He interprets himſelf, in 


another pſalm, in theſe words, where he ex- 
claims, All my freſh ſprings are in thee!“ 
And he is Evangelically juſtified by the de- 
claration of Chriſt himſelf, The water that I 
ſhall give, ſhall be in the receiver a well of 
water ſpringing up unto everlaſting life; 

every branch which beareth fruit, my heavenly 
Father purgeth, that it may bring forth more 
fruit: And that we do not make the poet ling 
a language different from his own intention, 
hear him on a future occaſion ſinging, Such 
as be planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall 
flouriſh in the courts of the houſe of our 

G God; 
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God; that is to ſay, ſuch as are by grace 
united to him here, ſhall enjoy the dome 
able fruition of him hereafter. 


We go on; * his leaf alſo ſhall not ' wither 1 
it is one characteriſtic of the prophane, and 
Chriſtleſs ſoul, that his leaf does wither, 
though he flouriſh in great proſperity, like a 
green bay tree, yet, ſays. David, I afterward 
went by, and lo he was gone! J ſought him, 
but his place could no where be found! We 
rather apprehend, that the Pſalmiſt ſpake of 

one who had received ſome gracious impreſ- 
ſion, like the ſtony-ground hearers, becauſe he 
obſerves, that he ſaw him in great proſperity ; 
1 do not apprehend here David ſi ſpake of ex- 
ternal worth or dignity, but that not being 
a tree which the Lord's right hand had planted, 
when the ſun was up, he was ſcorched ; that 
is to ſay, when temptations began to attack 
him, he was offended, and walked no more 
with Jeſus: This is not the caſe with the 
trees of the Lord, they are full of ſap, and are 
deſcribed (which is contrary to the trees which 
are planted by men), as bringing forth 
more fruit in their age, going on from per- 


fection unto perfection; not that we would | 


have you interpret the phraſe, perfection, in 
the ſenſe too many are apt to affix to it; it 
implies only a conſiderable and unuſual degree 
of luxuriancy and exuberance: © And what- 

e 


( 43.) 
te ever he doth it ſhall proſper ;” that is to 
ſay, whatſoever he graciouſly doeth, it is di- 
rected and furthered by the Spirit of Grace, 
and muſt determine proſperouſly : David has 
no retroſpect to temporal felicity in this ſen- 
tence; the natural miſery of Lazarus, and of 
others, is ample teſtimony to the contrary : 
But though to outward view ſuch ſeem to be 
poor and periſhing ſouls, they have bread to 
eat which the world knoweth not of: Our 
Saviour felt as little temporal felicity as any 
man we muſt allow, yet he ſaw his ſpiritual 
ſeed, and the work of the Lord proſpered in 
his hand : Weare apt to attach an idea of outdwar 
proſperity, in concomitancy with internal piety; 
and to argue, if the thing be fo, why are theſe 
ſouls thus? Aſk of them, they can ſpeak their 
own feelings; one of the moſt afflicted of them 
could ſay, Though he ſlay me, yet will I put 
my truſt in him! We admit that the Lord 
was with Joſeph, and he was a proſperous 
man; that Job's latter end excceded his be- 
ginning in proſperity; that every work that 
Hezekiah began in the ſervice of the houſe 
of God, and in the law, and in the command- 
ments to ſeek his God, he did it with all 
his heart, and proſpered. All whom we have 
recited had their appointed ſhare of miſery ; 
And it is through much tribulation we muſt 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Say ye to the 
righteous, exclaims the Prophet, that it ſhall 
G 2 | be 
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be well with him at laſt; for they ſhall eat he 
of the fruit of their doings: We know, urges 


the Apoſtle, that all things work er. 
for good, to them who love Gl. 


But we. muſt now proceed to ke A __ 
of the more unpleafant fide of the deſcrip- h 


tion. © The ungodly are not ſo.” We imagine -* 


you allow they are not bleſſed—ſuch perhaps 
may not be apparently profligate, and indeed, 
as far as head knowledge is concerned, they 
may delight in the law of the Lord; they 
may admire it as a ſyſtem, but it is the 
phraſe of Jeſus, if ye. know theſe things, 
happy are ye if ye do them! And theſe per- 
haps are the moſt deplorable ſpecies of ungodly 
men, deceivers of themſelves and of others; 
they come in with the pious, and like Ahito- 
phel, walk with David in the houſe of the 
Lord as friends; but being lighter than va- 
nity, mere chaff, though they come in with 
the wheat, when the Son of Man ſhall take 
his fan in his hand, he will thoroughly purge 
his floor; not Ihe floor, but his floor, and ga- 
ther the wheat into the garner; but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire :— 
This I truſt needs no further explication. 


David, in purſuing the argument, proceeds 
thus, © therefore the ungodly ſhall not be able 
* to ſtand in the judgment,” what fort of 

a ſtand 


1 


in the cloſe of the 25th of Matthew; 4 Nor 
e ſinners in the congregation of the righ- 
e teous;” by the term righteous in Scripture, 


when applied to our nature, we are to under- 


ſtand, righteous by imputation, and, in this 
ſenſe, the righteous man worketh righteouſ- 
neſs; to avail ourſelves of David's metaphor, 


be is conſtituted a good tree; and it is his 


characteriſtic,” that he produces good fruit: 
not to his own praiſe, but to the glory and 
praiſe of God; who, having digged about it, 
and dunged it, may be duly ſaid, to have 
given its increaſe. Here an objection will be 
ſtarted by the unrenewed heart, If theſe things 
be ſo, it is impoſſible we can ſave ourſelves, 
and how are we accountable, if God will not 
fave us? We demand of you, are you willing, 
having apprehended thus much, to. come to 
him on his own terms? That argument, 
which you quote, is pregnant with the ful- 
leſt conſolation to thoſe who are made a wil- 
ling people, it is their beſt ſecurity for their 
final perſeverance; it is a ſecurity to them, 
that he who hath begun- the good work, will 
carry it on to the day of the appearing of | 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | | 


But we paſs on to the laſt verſe, « For the 
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous:“ The 
word know, in its deſirable import through 

| out 
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out the Scripture, is adequate to the terms 
ordain, conſtitute, and approve ;- in this laſt 
ſenſe, it is employed, I remember, by a pro- 
fane writer; the poet Pindar, in celebrating 
one of his heroes, ſpeaks of him as a man 
whom the lyre and the ſohg knw; that is 
acknowledge, or celebrate. Thus ſays our Lord, 
J know my ſheep, and am known of mine; 
An Apoſtle writes it, Whom he foreknew, 
them alſo he did predeſtinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son; and in this ſenſe, 
we muſt interpret the mind of the Pſalmiſt; 
though were you to take it in the ſignifi- 
cancy, quoted from the Theban Poet, it would 
be equivalent to the Goſpel phraſe of confeſ- 
ling, and approving before men; this how- 
ever, does not ſo well connect with the other 
component parts of the Hymn, and though 
true in itſelf, it is not in uniſon with the 
general part of this ſong of Zion, which we 
wiſh to conſider as a ſort of Goſpel in mi- 
niature; for if it be carefully perrſed, it will 
appear to hold out two very important arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian's faith, to wit, that there 
are none righteous who are not conſtituted 
ſo; or in other words, that we muſt be paſ- 
fively righteous, before we can be actively ſo, 
as the verſe we are now arrived at, plainly 
indicates; it may be confirmed by theſe gloſſes 
from the New Teſtament, No man can come 
unto me (Chriſt) unleſs the Father draw him; 
as 
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as many as were ordained unto eternal liſe 
believed; works which he hath fore-ordained 
that we ſhould. walk in; * worthy of 8 
mee is W 

enn the laſt clauſe; it is not mcceg- in 
mis place, that we ſhould expatiate; if whatever 
the righteous doth ſhall proſper, it follows, it 
is not ſo with the wicked; the way of the 
ungodly ſhall periſh; it occurs in another 
place, the end of the ungodly is, they ſhall 
be rooted out at the laſt. Let thus much 
ſuffice for a Paraphraſe on this portion of 
Scripture: And now permit me to make an 
home application. And firſt, relinquiſhment 
of ſin is no proof, ſimply conſidered of itſelf, 
of acceptance with the Saviour: You- who 
pretend to be members of the Church of 
England, refer to your 13th article We will 
propoſe a very natural and common caſe; a fe- 
male has been guilty of incontinency, ſhe is 
united to the co-partner of her crimes; do 
you apprchend her union will do away her 
antecedent Criminality? How does your opi- 
nion on ſuch principles unite. with the World? 
And how does it diſunite with the doctrines 
of Grace? If ſuch be your idea, as we have 
recited it, how do you diſannul the atonement 
of Jeſus, and ſet man on the baſis of his own 
ſuppoſed importance? 


We 
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We now feel ourſelves neceſſitated to wind 


up our ſubje&t; time, and not inclination, is 


our ſummon, but we wiſh to annex with 


our general argument what we have brought 


forward to your view, We have hitherto 
preached Chriſt, and we would till preach 
him, him of whom all the Prophets bare 
witneſs: We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord. If you read him not in 
what has been already advanced, we are ap- 
prehenſive you have no preſent manifeſta- 
tion that you have a portion in him. We 


hope ſome of you feel the import of what 


we have been enabled to recommend, that 
you have an intereſt in Jeſus, and that Chriſt 
is to believers all in all. Religion then be- 
comes habitual to the ſoul, indeed it cannot 
exiſt in any other clement—motives of gra- 
titude, the love of Chriſt will conſtrain 
you—You will argue when ſolicited to fin, 
as Paul has done before you, Shall I take 
the members of Chriſt, and make them the 
members of an harlot? God forbid! It is 
true there may be morality independent of 
this, but there can be no true piety, no ac- 
ceptance with God. Do you ſeek to be 
bleſſed? May you pray for an intereſt in 
Chriſt: Bleſſed is the man, and he only, to 
whom the Lord will not impute fin: Bleſſed 
is the man who through faith can hear the 
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ſtill ſmall voice of the Son of God thus addreſſing 
his ſoul, I am he that blotteth out your evil 
deeds, and your fins and your iniquities I 
will remember no more! 


H SER. 
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SERMON V. 


1 PETER, CHAP, v. VERSE 7. 


CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM, FOR HE 
CARETH FOR YOU. 


TIns is one of the moſt difficult leſſons 
the Chriſtian has to learn, and it is one of 
the moſt neceſſary—againſt hope, like Abra- 
ham to live in hope, implies an unuſual con- 


fidence and truſt in God: To caſt /me of 


their care upon him, is what many are able 


to effect, but to caſt all, and every concern 
upon him, to live entirely by faith, to depend 
totally upon his promiſes, is more than mere 


human nature is either able to effect, or en- 


dowed with the will, to put into execution. 
To live entirely upon promiſes, to walk uni- 
formly by faith inſtead of ſight, implies ſuch 
a total dependence upon other than ſelf, that 
no room is left for human ingenuity, craſt, 
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or foreſight: To this ſtate, however, the bes 
liever in Jeſus, muſt ſooner or later be brought. 
Doth God take care for oxen ? much more for 
you, O ye of little faith! Behold the fowls 
of the air, they ſow not, neither do they 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Fa- 
ther feedeth them: 


We are not however about to encourage 
a life of indolence; he that doth not work, 
if he be not independent, and has the uſe of 
his limbs, neither ſhould he eat. The Apoſ- 
tle we ſpeak from, conveys no toleration for 
idleneſs; his meaning will bear no ſuch in- 
terpretation; and it is impoſſible we ſhould 
live up to his meaning, till we are convinced, 
that God careth for us; or in other words, 


till the love of Chriſt be ſhed abroad in our 


hearts by faith; not our love of him ſimply, 
but his love of us; which, according to the 
whole tenor of Scripture, muſt precede our 
love of him: Thus St. John aſſerts, we love 
him becauſe he firſt loved us; and hereby we 
know that we are his, by his Spirit which 
he hath given us, You who are brought 
into Goſpel Liberty, apprehend in good mea- 
ſure, what 1t is to caſt all your care upon 
Chriſt: He has manifeſted his love to you, 
and as that is a teſtimonial of his preſent 
regard, ſo is it an earneſt of his future fa- 
vour: You can, in a great meaſure, adopt the 
H 2 advice 
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advice of the text; but clouds will, now and 
then, eclipſe this ſunſhine from the ſoul; temp- 
tation will beſet even the regenerate, and if 
ſtorms do not for a while | predominate, they 
will however vex and ts en them. Here 
then is one reaſon, why you ſhould caſt all 
your care upon Jeſus ; he hath evidenced an 
affection for you, it is his advice, Take no 
| thought for the morrow, but ſeek ye firſt the 
| kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, that 
is to ſay, the righteouſneſs which is by 
faith, and all theſe things, meaning by the 
context all things neceſſary, ſhall be added 
unto you. We are commanded to go forth, 
| not in our own ſtrength, but ſtrong in the 
| | Lord, and in the power of his might: This 
is going forth, if not conquering, at leaſt 
finally to conquer: Indeed it may, in one ſig- 
nificancy, be ſaid to be going forth con- 
quering; becauſe the fin of unbelief does not, 
for that ſeaſon at leaſt, poſſeſs the ſoul. Thus, 
caſting all your care upon him, is to be in- 
terpreted, caſting all your care upon Jeſus; 
in the phraſe of Paul, looking unto Jeſus; 
| the verſe foregoing calls for ſuch acceptation; 
| but we have long before explained to you 
| who is the Chriſtian's God, indeed the title 
the believer bears, being that of Chriſtian, 
infers, that he has immediately to do with 
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Chriſt; upon whow then can he ſo implicitly 
| caſt his care, as on him, who, by the will 
| of 
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of God the Father, and by the gracious, ac- 
quieſcence of the Holy Spirit, is conſtituted 
the believer's grand reſource and proviſionary? 
We will give an inſtance or two of the ill 
effects of not caſting all our care upon the 
promiſes of God. | 


When the Lord from Heaven | graciouſly 
rained Manna round about the camp of the 
famiſhing Iſraelites, they were to leave no- 
thing of it until the morning; which com- 
mand from Moſes, was plainly ſanctified by 
the following declaration; He that gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack; which by the way, I may 
obſerve, was typical of the All-ſufficiency of 
Chriſt, that bread which came down from 
heaven: The Manna however which was re- 
ſerved until the morning bred worms and 
ſtank; this was the conſequence of not liv- 
ing upon the promiſes of God. The other 
inſtance we would recite to you, reſpects a 
very eminent Saint, and prominent character 
in the Holy Scriptures, we mean David; 
fluſhed with his own ſelf- importance, and 
victorious over the Philiſtines, he muſt needs, 
without enquiring of the Lord, ſtep forth, 
like ſome knight-errant, or ſtoried adventurer 
of the age of chivalry, intentionally to poſe. 
{cſs himſelf of the ark of God ue read in 
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the inſpired records, his diſappointment, bly 
diſgrace, and his humiliation. 


Nay, we know not what exercife there could 
be for faith, or what neceſſity for prayer, if 
the ſoul once impreſſed into the number of 
Chriſt's elect, had no further occaſion to be 
looking up to him; we are to receive our 
portion of meat only in due ſeaſon, day by 
day, as the children of Iſrael obtained their 
Manna: And indeed by fo truſting upon God 
in a covenanting Jeſus, we not only preach, 
but live, and live upon his word, caſting all 
our care upon him. But ſome man will ſay, _ 
1 have a numerous family, and little to ad-. 
miniſter to their ſupport : It may be ſo—We 
demand of you, are you a believer? Hear 
what the Prophet fays to the Saint, reduced 
to the laſt extremity, to greater exigencies 
than you now experience: Leave your father- 
leſs children, I will preſerve them alive, and 
us for your widow, let her truſt in me. An 
eminent parallel this, to the words of our text, 
« caſting all your care upon him ;” and in pro- 
portion as you are brought under the power 
of the Goſpel, this you will do from princi- 
ple. Has God manifeſted his love to you 
by beſtowing upon you his Son, how ſhall he 
not with him alſo freely give you all things? 
Whatſoever you aſk in my name, ſays Jeſus, 
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the Father will give it to you, aſk and ye 
ſhall receive; can there be a more unlimited 
promiſe? By your diſbelief then, how do you 
diſhonour God, who is repreſented as a faith- 
ful Creator; faithful,” who alſo will do it; 
how do you, as far as in you hes, diſunite 
yourſelves from the love of. Jeſus, and refuſe 
to open the door to your beloved? Behold 
he ſtands at the door and knocks; we hope 
he is now knocking at the door of ſome of 
your hearts. O what enemies are you to 
yourſelves, - what rebels, that you will not ad- 
mit a prince into your territories, when you 
cannot but know that he is a prince of peace! 
Is this the reſpect you ſhew for God's word? 
this the credence you put in his promiſes? 
this the concern you expreſs for his honour; 
and your own everlaſting peace? May he in- 
cline you of his Grace, to be careful for no- 
thing elſe in compariſon of him, caſting all 
your care upon him; careful for nothing; but 
in every thing giving thanks, let your ſup- 
plications through Jeſus be made known unto 
God; not but that he knows what you have 
need of before you aſk him; but he is pleaſed 
to be enquired of according to his own ap- 
pointment; which implies a dependence upon 
his fidelity, and his promiſes. | 


But there is another ' ſenſe in which we 
wiſh to conſider the doctrine of the text: 
7 As 
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As we are taught by it to look up to Chriſt 5 
for Temporal, ſo we muſt not forget we are 


thereby encouraged alſo to ſeek to him fot 


Spiritual ſupplies, for knowledge and wiſdom, 
for of God he is made unto us Wiſdom as 
well as Redemption—and here we may take 
occaſion to reprove the practice of ſome, who, 
under the idea of 'wiſhing to refute infidel 

doctrines, are bold enough to peruſe the pro- 
ductions of Arians and Socinians; ſuch ſurely 
forget the command of Chriſt, Search the 
Scriptures; he does not refer you to gain the 
knowledge of Salvation from his enemies; 
* My fon, ceaſe to liſten to the inſtruction 
% which cauſeth to err from the words of 
« knowledge ;'* you are not then caſting your 
care upon Jeſus, but attempting in ſome ſort 
to progreſs in your own ſtrength; he who 
faithfully preaches Jeſus from his own expe- 
rience, will come up to the commiſſion aſ- 
figned him: and beſide, we are not led to 
hope, that we ſhall obtain information from un- 
hallowed ſupplics ; theſe having thus run not only 
againſt the current of Grace, but likewiſe un- 
ſent—it is the declaration of God that ſuch 
ſhall not profit his people at all: We pray, not 
to be led into temptation, but ſurely by a 
conduct like this, we render ourſelves liable 
to be tempted to call in queſtion the great 
truths of Chriſtianity ; we have recourſe to 
the Devil for argument, and it is ſcarcely to 
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be expected, he ſhould be moved to further 
the aue of Chriſt, 

Again, we do not caſt all our care upon 
Jeſus, when we are fearful to come forward 
in his ſervice, under the apprehenſion of ſome 
temporal inconvenience, that is to ſay, when 
we argue thus; I could wiſh to be employed 
in God's ſervice, to live and die in the work, 
but then I ſhall -offend this friend or that 
relation, by which mean I may incur the 
loſs of a comfortable ſubſiſtence, when I am 
unable to ſpeak a word for God: Hear what 
our Lord ſays, „There is no man that hath 
« left houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, 
* or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
« for my ſake and the Goſpel's, but he ſhall 
« receive an hundred fold now in this time, 
« houſes, and brethren, and ſiſters, and mo- 
e thers, and children, and lands, with perſe- 
« cutions; and in the world to come eternal 
e life:” And will you pretend that you caſt 
all your care upon Jeſus, when inferior - ob- 
jects are put in competition with him ; will 
you preſume to affirm, that you come up to 
this doctrine of Peter, when Chriſt is not 
your all in all; the Alpha and Omega, the 
firſt and the laſt of your wiſhes; when you are 
not enabled to adopt the language of holy 
David, © Whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon earth I defire in 
I * Com- 
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© compariſon of thee? If you are conſtituted + 
a real Chriſtian, I do not affirm that this 
will be ever, but it will be for the moſt part, 
the language of your heart, unbelief will mo- 
mentarily aſſault you, and Satan will occa- 
tionally beſet you ; in ſhort, temptation 1s one 
of the badges of a Chriſtian, it is the faith. 
ful ſervant of Jeſus with whom Satan 1s pe- 
culiarly intereſted to contend, to aim to cheat 
God of a ſoul, and to baffle and cauſe ſuch 
ſoul to belie all his former dependencies and 
avowed experiences. Seeing then the caſe is 
ſo, how neceſſary is it that we ſhould caſt 
all our care upon Jeſus, we, who feel our- 
ſelves to be believers, and profeſs to draw all 
our Spiritual Exiſtence from him! 


We have hitherto ſpoken in the general to 
Saints, for even they have much need of ad- 
monition, and them we would teach and ex- 
hort: But we muſt not overlook ſinners; by 
this term, we intend not only vile and groſs 
offenders, but all who are living without an 
intereſt 'in Chriſt impreſſed upon their con, 
 ſciences—inſtead of caſting all your care upon 
him, you are ſome of you enumerating the 
quantity and the quality of your ſuppoſed 
good performances, the immenſity of your 
merits, pleading from them your claim to 
happineſs. Alas, how like to you the Pha- 
riſee in the Goſpel, © I am no extortioner, 1 
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„% pay tithes of all that J poſſeſs;” but he 
necded not to have © thanked God, that he was 
« not as other men are,“ for all have ſinned, 
and there is no difference between men in 
the eye of God's juſtice, ſaving what is made 
by Grace ; to this, the Phariſees and your- 
ſelves remain utter ſtrangers: How do you by 
ſeeking to juſtify yourſelves, belie the doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, which declare your ina- 
bility to effect ſuch juſtification; how do you 
bar the door of your hearts againſt the ad- 
miſſion of the love of Chriſt, and, as far as 
you can, exclude yourſelves out of Heaven 
and happineſs; indeed there is more hope of 
a fool than of you; the irreligious, the pro- 
fane have nothing whereof to boaſt, no merit 
of their own to plead, and of courſe no pre- 
judice in their own favour; they have no 
other than a natural enmity to Godlineſs, and 
not to Chriſt to ſubmit to be ſubdued ; but you 
are buoyed up in oppoſition to him by your 
unwarrantable Spiritual Pride. The profane 
and profligate are carcful for nothing ; but 
you have caſt all your care upon a wrong 
object: They are thoughtleſs infidels, you are 
miſbelievers; they profeſs to have no hope, 
and you conſide in a falſe one, in direct op- 
poſition to the Goſpel of God; they remain 
ignorant of its importance, while you miſin- 
terpret its declarations: The believer is ex- 
horted to be ſtrong in the Lord and in the 
12 power 
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power of his might, but you affect to be 
ſtrong in your own might, and contrary to 
the experience of the Pſalmiſt, * make men- 
<« tion of your righteouſneſs only.” 


But before we cloſe our addreſs, we muſt 
put forth a word to two or three ſpecies of in- 
formed characters: There are many who know 
the doctrines we preach, what they are, and 
upon what Scriptures they are founded, bur 
totally diſbelieve them; on the contrary, there 
are others, who do fully admit them to be 
true, but heartily deteſt them: This fecond 
ſpecies ſeem to come under the denomina- 
tion of Apoſtates, as deſcribed in the 4th, 5th, 
and 6th verſes of the 6th chapter of the He. 
brews; it is in vain to contend with theſe 
men: But there is a third ſpecies who admit 
theſe truths, and yet live not under the happy 
experience of an application of them to their 
ſouls: To this laſt we would immediately ad- 
dreſs ourſelves. 


You of my hearers know juſt enough 
to render yourſelves compleatly miſerable on 
this ſide the grave, you are aware the blood 
of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, or in other 
words, that, unſprinkled with it, no man ſhall 
ſee Salvation, and “ you are not as yet come 
« to the blood of ſprinkling :” Is there not 
a ſomething whiſpering in accents, to which 
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you are occaſionally compelled to liſten, that 
all is not well with you? Does not ſome 
ſecret check, ever and anon, reſtrain the flow 
of your moſt darling gratifications? The mor- 
ſel you eat, and the wine you drink, do not 
they appear to come to you unbleſſed? And 
is this a ſtate to be envied—a ſtate of en- 
mity with God? For the carnal mind, the 
conſcience unimpreſſed by the Spirit of Grace, 
may ever be conſidered as thus affected; there 
has no reconciliation taken place between the 
Father of Spirits, and your ſpirit; and if you 
are deeply moved with the horror of your 
fituation, your very exiſtence I know will at 
times feel to you to be no other than a 
treſpaſs on God's patience: It is well you 
feel ſomewhat of remorſe; and we wiſh your 
peace: May what you do feel, determine, by 
the interpoſition of divine Grace, in a re- 
pentance not to be repented of—we appres 
hend what you do feel, may be only the 
ſtriving of a few legal convictions, happy will 
it be for you if it ſhould eventuate in the 
operation of God's Spirit, convincing you of 
ſin, and intending ſhortly to hold out to you 
a pardon ratified and ſealed: It is ſuppoſed 
you are not ignorant, that this can be done 
through the interceſſion of Jeſus, and it is 
well you give credence thus far to the Ora- 
cles of God: You know not as yet that any 
thing in this way is deſigned in Providence 
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for you; but you inherit one neceſſary prin- 
ciple of it, a confeſſion that if Chriſt 7v//! he 
can make you clean. Having arrived hi- 
ther, it will aggravate your condemnation if 
you reſt here: May God pour out the Spi- 
rit of prayer upon your hearts; may he in- 
cline you to petition, that you may be driven 
to diligent prayer, that you may be impreſſed 
to aſk ſuch things as ſhall pleaſe him. Je- 
ſus, the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever, ever liveth to make interceſſion for thoſe 
fouls he has purchaſed by his blood; but he 
delights to hear the ſupplication of his own 
dear children, and it is a happy preſage in 
their favour, that however as yet ignorant of 
God's eternal love to their ſouls, they are 
wreſtling with him in faithful prayer: If ſuch 
be your engagement, you are, at leaſt in one 
ſenſe, caſting your care upon Jeſus. It is 
God's intention that his Son ſhould be ho- 
noured, and we truſt he will confer on you 
an anſwer of peace—we would encourage you 
to go on, and would back our advice with 
the language of David, “ Delight thou in 
« the Lord, and he ſhall give thee the de- 
« fires of thine heart; commit thy way unto 
«« the Lord, truſt alſo in him and he ſhall 
« bring it to paſs.” 


SER- 


SERMON VI. 


ROMANS CHAP. x. VERSE 15. - 


HOW SHALL THEY PREACH UNLESS THEY RE 
SENT? 


DeakrLyY beloved in the Lord, we hope 
the general tenor of what has been directed 
to you, has fully evidenced that we had a 
meſſage unto you from God; indeed on no 
other principle ought we to have come forth. 
We truſt, the motive of our addreſſing you 
thus ſeriouſly, will be graciouſly manifeſted 
in its happy effects; to the building up of 
ſome of you, and to our preſent and ever- 
laſting conſolation. We have not preached. 
ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and as 
we have not preached ourſelves, ſo we hope 
ſome of you feel that the word has not come 
in the letter only, but in the Spirit, in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance; we ſup- 
| plicate 


| 


( 64 ) 


plicate the Spirit, that he would manifeſt to 
your conſciences, by theſe eie, that we 
ſpeak of, and from God. 


The ſubject now undertaken is worthy of 4 
very peculiar conſideration in this preſent day, 
when many, having received the truth in the 
mere light of it only, are taking upon them- 
ſelves to forge a commiſſion in the name of 
the Lord of Hoſts. Hear what the Prophet 
exclaims againſt theſe ; Woe unto the Prophets 
whichyrun, and I have not ſent them; there- 
fore they ſhall not profit this people at all! 
The inſpired writer admits they were Pro- 
phets to every purpoſe and intent, and it 
might be, heavenly inſtructed too; but they 
were not called upon to execute the office of 
fuch; for no man taketh upon himſelf. this 
office ſave he who is called after the order 
of Melchiſedeck, as was Aaron. Chriſt ſtep- 
ping forth to preach the Goſpel of Peace, ob- 
ſerves he muſt work the work of him that 
ſent him: This declaration is evidential of his 
receiving a divine commiſſion. What the 
Church of England originally thought on this 
ſubject may be read in her office of ordi- 
nation of Prieſts; in which the candidate is 
ſeriouſly interrogated, whether he be moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon himſelf the 
office he ſolicits: Though we wiſh to preach up 
no Church—but the * of Chriſt, You 
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muſt a have read the conſequence of offer⸗ 
ing up ſtrange fire before the Lord, che mat- 
ter of Korah muſt be freſh 25 moſt of 
Tr” memories. = 

we believe EN of you are e to reply, 
that even a Judas probably was inſtrumental 
in the converfion of ſome: We muſt obſerve, 
you take too much upon you when you are 
led to take this concluſion for granted, it is 
a circumſtance Scripture is ſilent about, and 
from multitudinous 'paſſages in holy writ, we 
are authoriſed to difſent from this your gra- 
tuitous inference. In alluſion to the Day of 
Judgment, our Lord obſerves, that there ſhould 
be many who ſhould ſay on that day, Have 
we not propheſied in thy name, and in thx 
name caſt out Devils, and in thy name done 
many wonderful works; to which propoſal 
he repreſents himſelf as replying, I never 
knew you, depart from me ye workers of 
iniquity: And though this ſeems rather to 
infix a charge of diſcountenance on ſuch 
preachers, rather than on their hearers, yet we 
proceed now to quote ſome paſſages which 
affect the latter, and to eſtabliſh the doctrine 
we feel ourſelves bound to inculcate. Moſes, 
to ingratiate himſelf with the people to whom 
he was directed, has this manifeſtation of his 
commiſhon put into his mouth, 1 Au hath 
ſent me unto you: ' Refer likewiſe to the 
K N whole 
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u hole of the 28th chapter of Jeremiah: FU 
though it may appear unaccountable to, you 
that Devils ſhould be caſt out by falſe, Pro- 
phets, as already recited, if you will, refer 
to the account of the conjuration of the 
ſeven Sons of Sceva the jew., recorded 
in the Acts, vou will. read ſomewhat - . of, 
a ſimilar .. nature : What good can... acerue; 
4 from affixing the name A Jeſus, to, * , falſe, 
b "commiſſion? Is the ſtaff of. Eliſha in; the, band; 
of Gehazi effectual to recoyer the dead? Can, 
the uncalled, however they may. apprehend) 
the Goſpel as a ſyſtem, preach it with, power, 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſur- 
ance, in the Spirit as well; as in the Letter? 
You believe perhaps that ſuch communicati- 
ons from men not ſent, by the Lord into his 
vineyard may be of ſingular ſervice: whence 
can you ſupport your fancy? The written 
word of God is totally. againſt, ita Satan, 
in ſome of theſe ſuppoſed to be converted 
ſouls, may politically looſe his hold to pre- 
vent you, by a contemplation of what you, 
imagine to be a real change, from going, in 
queſt of a commiſſioned and experienced, mi- 
niſter: This fiend of darkneſs can aſſume the 
appearance of an Angel of light. It is, not, 
ſufficient alone that a man ſhould experience 
the pardon of his ſins to conſtitute him a/ 
Prieſt after the order of Melchizedec: God 
meets Moſes when he delivers to, him his 

com- 
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commiſfion :” He calleth to him whom he will, 
and gives them a plain intimation that they 
have his licence: Paul is arreſted by a voice 
from Heaven, and "referred to Ananias for 
further orders; and Ananias, that he may not 
be ignorant of the inſtructions he is to deli- 
ver to Paul, has à viſion declarative of the 
orders he is to iſſüe out. - Ye take too much 
upon you, you who dare with any thing ſhort 
of this*to burn yougrincenſe before the Lord 
of Hoſts. The Prophets of old had each 
their ſeveral viſions,” or revelations to their 
ſouls, chat they were " ordained to ſpeak in 
the name of the Lord; by the diffidence of 
ſome of them, upon their firſt calling, it 
ſhould ſeem, as if God intended to manifeſt 
his divine call of ſuch to theſe men, and to 
poſterity, ſince we read how he refrained rot 


puniſh in the extreme their backwardneſs'to 
engage in "ie mage | 
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* 
* 
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It muſt grieve eur FE fderats Chriſtian, 
in the preſent day, when he obſerves the 
number of thoſe who ſpeak not of the Lord 
but of themſelves, to the miſleading of ,others 
and to their own deception : The pardon of 
ſin, and the call to come forth to preach the 
Goſpel, appear, from the tenor of Scripture, 
to be very diſtinct and different matters; and, 
though no one ' ought to undertake the laſt, 
without a previous application of the firſt to 
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his ſoul, he who, undertakes. che laſt of his 
own authority, gives the, diſcerning. Chriſtian | 
reaſon for ſuſpicion, ; that he has not partici- 
pated of the firſt; for how, ſhall men preach 
to the purpoſe, while they continue unexpe- 
| pr which does not often inſtantaneouſly 
follow the pardon of their fin how ſhall 
they preach except they be ſent??: 


| "+ Yo Oh LOC AKIE. Jan 

We truſt you now begin to feel ſome what 
like an home application to your conſciences, 
much injury has been done to the cauſe of 
Chriſt, many have been prevented from com- 
ing under a lively and ſearching miniſter, and 
ſo have long ſat down contented with a dead 


diſcourſe, merely from the inconſideration f 


well-intending Chriſtians, who have unadviſ- 
edly reported this or that miniſter to be 4 
preacher of the Goſpel of peace, ſuch latitu- 
dinary aſſertions are often dangerous, not only 
for the reaſons we have juſt brought forward, 
but for the reaſon of the text; how ſhall 
men preach unleſs they be ſent; it is true they 
may talk or prattle about Jeſus, they may 
make a noiſe like the ſounding braſs or the 
tinkling cymbal, they may gratify the itch- 
ing ear, but if God /ends fome Miniſters, it 
follows they who are unſent by him, will nei- 
ther be countenanced by him in their per- 
ſons, nor in their labours. How incumbent - 


a duty is it then on you to petition the 
Lord 


wy. 


Lord of the-harveſt, that he would ſend forth | 
labourers into his harveſt, that he would ſend 
them, and openly diſcountenance and difcon- 
tinue the labours of thoſe who advance ſingly 
in their own ſtrength. ' We know of this ſort 
there muſt. be many even among the reputed 
high profeſſors. of the Goſpel, or the Scrip- 
tures had not ſo characteriſtically denounced 
a woe unto preachers of this ſtamp and com- 
plexion; who are the dumb dogs, who howl 
indeed, but cannot bark, who may thunder 
out legal terrors, and drive to deſpair, or 
| buoy up with a falſe hope, crying peace, peace, 
when there is no peace, or rob the poor in 
ſpirit of the ſmall hope he retains, becaule 


*. 


Nor mand we have you admit for truth, 
every. recital of the converſion of thoſe, who 
have been brought to an experimental know- 
ledge of truth from this or that preachers 
Jannes and Jambres could mimic the miracles 
of Moſes, and the ſons of Sceva thoſe of the 
Apoſtles; hear for yourſelf without prejudice 
on either fide if you can, but compare what 
you hear with the doctrine of the word of 
God; ſearch the Spirits, receive not the teſ- 
timony of men alone, leaſt it ſhould turn out 
to be no better than human evidence,—the 
witneſs of God is greater; we pray then that 
you ut be found ſupplicating the Spirit of 

; truth, 
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truth, that he would lead you into all truth, 
that he would not ſuffer you to liſten to er- 
ror: St. John ſaith, he that knoweth God 
heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not 
us; and God, if you be his, and are looking 
up to him, will direct you where you may 
ſafely, may comfortably hear: This one cir- 
cumſtance is a matter of greater importance 
than perhaps is generally ſuppoſed even by 
thoſe who are anxious to attend the Goſpel, 
and are living, as they hope, in union with 
the Saviour. 


: 


If we have ſaid nothing reſpecting the lives 
and conduct of miniſters, it is becauſe we 
thought you would be ſufficiently apprized on 
that head from yourſelves, that you would, 
from mere natural reafon, be enabled to draw 
this inference in your own breaſts ; What fel- 
lowſhip hath Chriſt with Belial ! Indeed there 
is ſomething ſo ſhocking and diſguſting in 
open profligacy, rapacity, and the like, that 
mankind will hardly look upon it with pa- 
tience in the fimple moral preacher, much 
leſs, tolerate the preacher of Chriſt in whom 
ſuch evident marks of Satan are found. We 
thought proper to apprize you of more latent, 
though not leſs dangerous abomination, to be 
dreaded the more for its latency, becauſe it 
is oftentimes attended with much ſubtilty, and 

_ oftentimes the very miniſter, in whom it pre- 
dominates, 


6 71 


dominates, does not account it of that noxi- 
ous tendency with which the records of truth 
authoriſe us to ſtigmatize* it. How '' often 
have we heard, when preſſing thoſe home 
who are found exerciſing the miniſterial func- 
tion, Sirs, have you arrived at this. firſt ne- 
ceſſary qualification for ſuch employ, the par- 
don of your ſin in a cruciſied Jeſus, the only 
anſwer we have been enabled to extract ſome- 
times to the queſtion has been, we hope we 
have; but what Prophet or what Prieſt did 
ever, as recited in the ſacred pages, autho- 
riſedly take upon himſelf, on ſuch flight, evi- 
dences as theſe, to ſpeak: to God's people in 
the name of their God; it hath already been 
proved, that the ' fulleſt | pardon of ſin, with- 
out further impreſſion on the ſoul, is not ſuf- 
ficient to conſtitute the Chriſtian a. miniſter 
of Chriſt; and ſurely where there has no par- 
don of ſin been applied to the conſcience, 
ſuch preacher lacks. the firſt teſtimonial- of 
his appointment, and is ill provided for the 
inſtruction of others in the moſt neceſſary of 
all Chriſtian knowledge, which to be with- 
out, or to be deceived reſpecting, is a ſtate 
of all others the moſt deplorable. 


We would not terrify, but as the beloved 
in the Lord, we would warn you : Many falſe 
Chriſts ſhall ariſe and deceive many, or in 
other phraſe, many pretenders ſtall ſtep forth, 


appa- 
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apparently in the ſervice of the Saviour, whe 
have no more vital portion or union witty | 
him than Judas, when he dipped his hand 
with him in the fame diſn. Some ſuch as 
theſe perhaps may vociferate, The temple of | 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord. are we 
but not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he, re- 
joins the Son of God, who doeth the will of 
my Father which is in Heaven; not he then 
who, contrary to my will, and <vithout: my 
call, takes upon himſelf to prophecy in my 
name, I will ſay to ſuch men, I never knew you, 
ye workers of iniquity; workers of iniquity, 
becauſe you have ſet yourſelves to work er 
out my licence _ ee 1.8 


We . may Hows: Kenes; pee a oral 
prevalent among Diſfenters from our 'Eſtab=/ 
liſhed Church, we mean ſtated lay-conven- 
tions, for the purpoſes of expounding the 
Scriptures, in which engagement, if a mem 
ber be found fluent and adroit, this evil con- 
ſequence often enſues,” he is forthwith with- 
out any previous call, hurried out as a preaher 
of the Goſpel, but it is the province of the 
« Lord of the harveſt alone to ſend forth 
« his labourers:” Upon a perverſion of theſe 
words, „They that fear the Lord ſpake often 
* one to another,” and others of ſimilar im- 
port, prayer AYE likewiſe have been in- 
ſtituted 


tn 


ſtituted among theſe Diſſenter; the conſe. 
quence has often been, that jealouſies have 
ariſen among the aſſociators, ſome have grown 
proud of their gift in prayer, others have en- 
vied them, and ſome have been offended that 
they have not been called upon to . exhibit 
their gifts—ſuch conventions are but too oſten 
the nurſeries of Hypocriſy, and of a proud 
Spirit: Nor feel we ourſelves much inclined 
to favour thoſe journals, which ſome faithful 
miniſters of the Goſpel have thought 'proper 
to pen;—let God regiſter the account on the 
favourable fide, and man enter only the im- 
perfections of his labours, and the opportu- 
nities of doing good, which he has omitted. 


And here permit me to recall to your at- 
tention a freſh argument of conſiderable im- 
portance; the truths of God are uniform and 
conſiſtent the one with the other; by conſe- 
quence, the Calviniſt and the Arminian can- 
not both be called of God as miniſters of 
the Goſpel; the one or the other is to be 
withſtood to the face, to be refuted; and to 
be blamed:: You will obſerve the grand out- 
lines of what we deliver to you are of the 
Calviniſtic ſtrain, not that we believe this 
eminent Reformer to have been infallible, but 
we are convinced of the fallacy of his oppo- 
nent, and it is on no other condition that 
we wiſh the name of either ſhould be re- 
L | tained ; 
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tained; as the matter ſtands, this nominal 
diſtinction ſerves to make a confeſſed ſepata- 
tion in the minds of men, between what is 
very near the truth, and what is grofsly and 
flagrantly heterodox and erroneous,” earthly, 
ſenſual, and deviliſh. You are not called upon 
to excuſe our freedom, the love of Chriſt 
conſtrains us, that love, which if it hath on 
his part been ſtronger than 'death, would be 
weak indeed on ours, if it were governable 


and reſtrainable by human opinion or capie 
—Put we , muſt paſs on ; 


If none can preach effectually but thoſs 
who are ſent, it follows of courſe that none 
can hear with profit, but thoſe to whom God 
ſhall- give the willing ear and the underſtand. 
ing heart. Paul may plant and Apollos wa- 
ter, but God muſt give the increaſe ; he is 
jealous of his honour, and he will not give 
it to another, not even to his own children; 
he has, by the voice of the Holy Ghoſt, ex- 
preſſed himſelf to be well pleaſed in Chriſt; 
this is my beloved Son, hear ye him: If you 
do not hear him ſpeaking through the mean 
of the miniſters you attend upon, ſuch attend- 
ance will proſit you nothing; and if they have 
taken up a forged commiſſion, it is God's 
determination they ſhall not profit his people 
at all ;- they ſtrip God of his due, and of his 
honour, by taking upon themſelves the deli- 
very 
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very of that meſſage he intended to tranſmit 
by the tongue of another; and, like Hophni 
and Phineas, ſeize upon the Prieſts portion 
by force and violence. You will argue, that 
the abilities of ſome men evidently denote- 
their acquaintance with the truth; but ſuch ac- 
quaintazice does not denote experience, nor 
experience denote. fingly of itſelf licence and. 
authority to ſtand up in the congregation of 
the faithful. God has no need of any man's 
natural abilities; this you will hardly deny, 
when you conſider from what low ſtations 
the primitive preachers of the Goſpel were 
called: I we except Luke's writings, the 
diction of the new Teſtament is in a very 
moderate ſtyle; for the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, though dictated by Paul, is univerſally 
attributed to that Evangeliſt; it is proveable 
from its coincidence of phraſe with his Goſ- 
pel, and with the Acts of the Apoſtles : But to 
deſcend to an obſervation we have been ena- 
bled to make in the preſent day; we have 
known men of acknowledged abilities ſtand 
up for years, endowed in the manner we re- 
hearſe, who have not only preached but printed 
the faith; of ſuch we have a confeſſion from 
one of them to produce, that he did not 
preach fai/hfully : He quitted his reſidence and 
became in the Pulpit a furious advocate for 
Arianiſm, and confeſſed, that the former doc- 
trines he preached, he by no mean held, 
L 2 for 
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for he in no wiſe believed them. Enough has 
been delivered, we truſt, to alarm your con- 
ſciences: May God apply it by his Grace to 
your hearts, and you will then have to praiſe 
him, that the exertions of a man of weak abi- 
lities, have been truly bleſſed to your ſouls ; 
that by the fooliſhneſs of my preaching, he 
has ſaved ſome of thoſe who believe, 945 


* This alludes to one Robinſon, forks a Catri mille | 
Preacher in Cambridge, Tranſlator of Saurin's Sermons, 
and for the laſt four years of his life an Arian Preacher at 
Birmingham. 8 
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JEREMIAH CHAP, iii. VERSE 1. 


TURN, o BACKSLIDING CHILDREN, -SAITH/ THE. 


We purpoſe to-day to ſpeak a few con- 

ſolatory words to . backſliders; the revolters - 
from the camp of Iſrael are not few, and 

they ſhould not be ſo generally forgotten as 
they appear to have been: Men reduced again 
into the army of the Lord of Hoſts, and re- 
inſtated into their former rank, are too apt, 
like the deſerters from the armies of tempo- 
ral Princes, to forget that clemency which re- 
ſtored them, and to neglect ſpeaking of that 
mercy to others who have decamped, which 
might in a meaſure become one mean of re- 
ducing ſuch again to Jeſus, the great Cap- 
tain of Salvation: And ſurely the text holds 
out as much encouragement to this, as to 
any 


LE, 


% — rr 2 


hore — 2 1 — 


any ſpecies of finners; the guilt then of ſuch | 
will be highly aggravated if they return not 
to their firſt love, ſeeing the invitations to ' 
return are ſo manifold, latitudinary, and ex- 
preſſive: Perhaps one reaſon why ſo little has 
been publiſhed on. this ſubject, may have been 
this, it might have ſeemed to ſome not im- 
mediately neceſſary to attack this deſcription 
bf offenders, becauſe if the blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all ſin, it moſt aſſuredly will 
purify the ſin of backſliding; which fin, how- 
ever heinous, cannot exceed in hue the fins 
of crimſon and of ſcarlet, If all manner of in 
and blaſphemy, ſaving the blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy ' Ghoſt, ſhall be forgiven, it follows 
that the ſin of backſliding ſhall be forgiven, 
when men truly again turn to Jeſus: For 
the ſake however of ſome, who perhaps are 
finking and fainting in their minds, we wilt 
enter deeply and largely into the ſubject. 


: 


Backſliders are of two ſpecies; of the one 
ſort was David, who went back after he had 
received the teſtimony of God's love in Chriſt 
to him by the pardon of his ſins: Such as 
theſe are ſure to be led back again into the 
rank of the redeemed; becauſe God, who be- 
gan the good work, will moſt aſſuredly per- 
fect it unto the day of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, 
and not ſuffer his truth to fail ; he will again, 
as he did in regard to his beloved David, 
come 


(79) 1 85 
come over the mountain of their corruptions, 
forgive them fully, and love them freely, and 
reiteratedly manifeſt to their ſouls, that the 
Lord hath put away their iniquity, when they 
themſelves are endowed with the Spirit of 
contrition and of ſupplication: This we may 
obſerve in the inſtance” of the prodigal ſon. 


But there is another ſort of backſliders, 
and to theſe we would more immediately ad- 
dreſs ourſelves; we mean thoſe who are 
barely brought into the light of the | Goſpel 
as a ſyſtem which they acknowledge, and have 
for ſome time reverenced and reſpected, and 
conformed in a degree to its rules and prin- 
ciples, expecting Salvation by that and that 
only; but through ſurprize, temptation, and 
their own corruption, have gone back again 
into the world, and though perhaps they can- 
not be ſaid to have walked no more with God's 
people, yet has their walk and communion with 
them been leſs intimate, and almoſt to be un- 
accounted of in compariſon of their firſt junc- 
tion with them; and this kind of ſeceeders from 
the tents of Iſrael is a very common character 
among the profeſſors of the preſent day, ſo 
that the diſcriminating and obſerving Miniſter 
of the Goſpel may almoſt in every quarter 
remark, that the love of many waxes cold. 


We 
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We doubt not but there may before us fit 
hne, who may deſervedly be ranked; under 
this denomination of revolters from the peo... 
ple of God, of ſuch we would ſolicit a patient 
attention, while we | develope - their, fituation 
and feelings, and recommend to them the 
things which alone make for their peace. 
Do you plead - guilty to the indictment we 
have preferred againſt you? We ſhall be glad 
to obſerve you not totally without feeling; 
there is then a ſecret ſomething, we believe, 
which knocks at your heart, demanding of you, 
What fruit have you had in thoſe things where- 
of ye are now aſhamed? Be aſſured the end 
of thoſe things is death ;—if ye live after the 
fleſh ye ſhall die. Reflections like theſe we 
accredit you, poiſon occaſionally the flow of 
your ſinful pleaſures; and may momentarily 
impede their current: And this too is well; 
your conſciences are not as yet feared over 
with a red hot iron, and upon this preſump- 
tion it is that we dare encounter you. You 
have been once enlightened, but though gone 
back, we are willing to perſuade ourſelves 
you have not apoſtatized, becauſe we ſee you 
here preſent yourſelves time after time where 
the love of Jeſus is held forth, and we truſt 
you ſtill admit the truths of the Goſpel, and 
poſſeſs occaſionally ſome ſecret longing to 
participate in their comforts, ſometimes joined 
with ſupplicatioa for their obtainment. Your 

feclings 
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feelings we now attempt to deſcribe, and to 
. your general experience. 85 


Your conſcience was een 5 
under the preached word; it may be ſickneſs 
or diſappointment have brought you under 
it; you heard with attention, and you admitted 
it; you were perſuaded in your minds that 
men, apparently earneſt in their labours, far 
from fools in their converſe, eminently read 
in the phraſes of Scripture, and blameleſs in 
their lives, were beiter judges of theſe things 
than yourſelf; your confeſſion was juſt, but 
your admiſſion of doctrines upon this ſingle 
foundation was indefenſible; you had not exa- 
mined the Scriptures of God; you had neither 
adopted meditation nor prayer; and however 
wiſe you might be eſteemed, you was not 
become wiſe for yourſelf; the knowledge you 
had gleaned, was neither obtained from the 
Word, nor from the Spirit of God, it was 
received only as the command and tradition 
of men: You abode in the admiſſion of theſe- 
truths, and was uniformly ſtrenuous in their 
propagation; you aſſociated with their De- 
fenders, 'and with them you walked and talked 
in the Houſe of God, as a man talketh with 
his friend: Fired with the importance of 
Goſpel truth you came forth an high and 
vigorous maintainer of it; ſome you annoyed 
with verbal reproofs, and others you ridiculed 
M — "Wy 
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for their obduracy and incredulity; but you 
forgat that he who believeth ſhould not make 
haſte; you were ſoaring all at once into the 
Heaven of Heavens: This pride of your's 
was to receive a check; your progreſs and pro- 
feſſion were not of God; you adopted vio- 
lence, and were for taking by force, inſtead 
of having recourſe to mild reaſon and gentle 
perſuaſion; you forgat the queſtion of the 
Apoſtle, What haſt thou which thou haſt not 
received? Now, if thou receivedſt it, Why 
boaſteſt thou as if thou receivedſt it not? 


Or it may be, having enjoyed ſerious im- 
preſſions, you vowed if God would deliver 
you from this ſickneſs, or that miſery, you 
would devote yourſelf entirely to him, forget- 
ting it was your duty to follow him uncon- 
ditionally; and forgetting likewiſe, or perhaps 
being ignorant, that without Jeſus you could 
do nothing, that all your freſh ſprings were 
derivable only from him: You muſt how- 
ever be -made to know and feel your own 
weakneſs, that you may diſcover where your 
ſtrength lics : Some temptation, it may be 
that of the fin which eafily beſets you, en- 
trenches on your path, and aſſaults you in 
your progreſs; the little reliſh for ſpiritual 
d-lights, which you ſtill retain, begins in a 
great meaſure to decline, and your fall is on 
tue eve of commencing: You are now gone 
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back, we ſay not into what criminal indul- 
gence; but if it be of that ſort which neceſ- 
ſarily employs a companion and co- partner 
in iniquity, your recovery is the more dif- 
ficult to every human appearance; and if you 
are not totally ſenſeleſs, your fault is to your 
own Wenn the more ene 


What then is et effect of your de- 
clenſion? You obtain little or no comfort 
under the preached word; of the promiſes 
which you meet with ſcattered up and 
down throughout the facred' page, you dare not 
appropriate one to yourſelf; its curſes you can 
frequently apply to your own caſe, and Satan 
will ſecond your conſcience in this appro- 
priation; it 1s his buſineſs to make the breach 
between God and yourſelf as wide as poſſible, 
and ro hurry you on from a fearful looking 
for of judgment, to deſperation and to death. 
Have you an hope? You are led to conclude 
it preſumption: Do you pray? You are ready 
to denominate it hypocriſy: Do you {it 
under the word, and is the preacher faithful ? 
You are apprehenſive he levels his rebukes 
at you: Have you a ſecret wiſh to join your- 
ſelf to the friends of Jeſus, and become a 
member of their ſociety ? Conſcience tells you 
to ſtand aloof, leaſt by their admiſſion of you, 
their good be evil ' ſpoken of, and their 
miniſtry be blamed. You fit alone then, 
like as a ſparrow on the houſe-top, and are, 
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as an alien in the Church of God, even among 
your own mother's children. Hours and days 
you go mourning, bowing down. your head 
like the bulruſh; your appetite for, Goſpel 
truths is much impaired, and yet you feel 
without them you cannot know; the way of 
peace; while others under the Word can 're- 
ceive a full meaſure preſſed down and run- 
ing over, you ſcarcely can pick up a..crumb 
from under the table, Each individual indul- 
gence in fin, widens. your. ſeparation from 
God, and blunts the little deſire you feel for 
a reconciliation with him; it drives you back 
into your wonted heartleſsneſs and deſpon- 
dency, and impairs, the vigour of your ſup- 
plications and of your hopes. David, doubt- 
leſs, experienced the ſame ſenſations. before 
you; for the experience of every backſlider 
who is not an Apoſtate is nearly ſimilar; he 
bemoaned the abſence of Goſpel conſolation, 
and. petitioned God not to take away his 
Holy Spirit from him, but to. reſtore. to him 
the joy of his ſalvation: You may read his 
feelings in the 51ſt pſalm, and it will be to 
your comfort if you can trace them in the 
breathings of your own hearts and ſouls: He 
too, like you, was got upon the mount, ſay- 
ing in his proſperity he ſhould never be 
moved ; but God ſoon taught him a far dit- 


terent leſſon, and we hope and truſt he has 
likewiſe 


t 


likewiſe begun ,to make ſome of you feel the 
bene of this inſtruction. 


Before * receives you . into union with * 
again, he will ſlay you with thirſt to make 
you hunger and thirſt again after righteouſ- 
neſs, for till then you ſhall not be filled: As 
hitherto, you hold as it were your life in your 
hand, and your comforts are all at uncer- 
tainties; if you have a God to look to, or 
pray to, it is but in a partial ſenſe; your 
corruptions weigh you down, and unfit. you 
for ſpiritual exertion; it may be you would 
| ſep forth a Reprover of others, but conſci- 
ence annoys your Wiſhes by the faithful ad- 
monition—Recover thyſelf; ' pluck out the 
beam which is in thine own eye: For the 
moſt part your apprehenſion of Goſpel doc- 
trines is much beclouded and imperfect; you ſee, 
in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word, but through a 
glaſs, darkly, and oh how great is that dark. 
neſs! Receiving but flender confolation from 
an attendance upon the ordinances of God, 
and the mean of prayer, you are tempted to 
lay them aſide, but are yet aſſaulted with the 
reflection, that the prayerle/s people is ever a 
Chriſlle/s people: You are fearful, leaſt your 
caſe ſhould eventuate in final apoſtacy, the 
irremiſſible fin, and perhaps it is with your 
greateſt degree of fervency you pray and la- 
bour againſt it; the high-mindedneſs which led 

you 
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you to your ruin, oh how do you lament its 
firſt poſſeſſion of your foul! And how do yo 
pray and ſtrive againſt it? In ſome degree 
you move in the world like as a child ſet 
out upon its firſt eſſay to walk, with tremu⸗ 
louſneſs and circumſpection. If you be God's, 
we know ſome of theſe feveral ſenſations will pre- 
dominate in your life and conduct; they are 
the auſpices of an intended (reunion of your 
ſoul to Chriſt, and at this ſeaſon, Satan will 
be particularly engaged againſt you. We 
wiſh to put you upon your guard. When 
Zechariah was ſhewn Joſhua the high Prieſt 
ſtanding before the Lord, Satan ſtood alſo at his 
right hand to reſiſt him; this is the Devil's 
buſy time, the very moment either of his 
conqueſt or of his defeat, and he will be ſure 
to employ every engine he is poſſeſſed of to 
maintain the field, becauſe you may be loſt to 
him now for ever. 


Theſe are ſome of the feelings with which 
the backſlider, deſirous of returning to his 
God, will neceſſarily be exerciſed; we do not 
deny but the Hypocrite may be viſited with 
many of them, but we cannot admit that he 
will experience the whole we have ſet forth. 
But we mult give you one word of caution— 
Satan will endeavour to appeaſe you, under 
your fallen ſtate, with the idea, that if it 
hould pleaſe God to bring you back again, 

you 
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you will have obtained a rich portion of Spi- 
ritual knowledge; God will have taught yo 
your own inability, and you ought to. reſt 
ſatisfied till God reviſits your famiſhing ſoul: 
Remember God's people are not an indolent 
people; they cry day and night before him, 
and whatever knowledge you may have ob- 
tained by your faithleſſneſs to Chriſt, it has 
been dearly bought and hardly earned That 
ſituation in life cannot be enviable, which 
occaſions God to hide away his face from it. 


But we muſt now take a glance at the 
text, and it comprehends the fulleſt invitation 
to men in the unhappy ſituation you are 
found, to whom we direct our diſcourſe; it 
holds out a peculiar. call to you, and is an 
eviction, that the caſe of every revolter from 
the Lord is not deſperate, though lamentable. 
The union between Chriſt and his people is 
multitudinouſly through Scripture, repreſented 
by ſymbols taken from an union which ob- 
| tains between the Human Species, with this 
{ſingle difference, that the Prophet obſerves 
of God, that he © changes not, therefore 
„ the Sons of Jacob are not conſumed””— 
and again the ſame Prophet, for your further 
encouragement exclaims, that God “ hates 
« putting away.”—* Blefſed are they,“ in 
congruence to this declaration, “ who are 
called to the Marriage-ſupper of the Lamb!” 
Me beſcech you then, be ye reconciled to 


God; 
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God; by withſtanding, you oppoſe your” own 
convictions, and falfify your own experience; 
you render that knowledge of your caſe, which. 
you retain, proportionably uſeleſs to you: You 
go on reaſoning upon your caſe ; we would wiſh 
you not to reaſon, but to betake yourſelves 
to diligent prayer; not to ruminate on your 
malady, but to have recourſe to the Phyſician; 
the children of Iſrael did not derive their 
cure from complaining of the bite of the 
fiery Scorpion, but from a contemplation of 
that brazen Serpent which Moſes lifted up in 
the wilderneſs, 'and we wiſh you to be con- 
ſtantly looking up to Jeſus: You argue you 
have an obdurate heart; we reply, Jehoſha- 
phat poſſeſſed the ſame before you, the Lord 
ſmote him after his revolt, but the correc- 
tion did not meliorate his diſpoſition ; it 
pleaſed the Lord however finally to recover 
him; and Jeſus, who is the ſame to-day and 
for ever, can both ſubdue your hearts and 
that ſinfulneſs you complain of; he ſhewed 
himſelf an able Phyſician to David, to Je- 
hoſhaphat, and to Peter—our text warrants us 
to hope he will eventuate ſuch to you: Why 
then will you be induſtrious in ſearch of ar- 
guments againſt yourſelf; why will you ſe— 
cond the Adverſary in his effort to ruin your 
peace, and your ſouls; your extremity de- 
notes the propriety of your early application 
for Spiritual ſuccour; we hope the long ſuf- 

tering 
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fering of the Lord may lead you to repent- 
ance, and we ſum up the whole of what we 
have to offer to you on the ſubject, with two 
pointed queſtions: Do you believe Chriſt able 
to ſave you to the uttermoſt? And are you 
not as yet without the confines of Hell? 
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SERMON VIII. 


DANIEL CHAP, lil, VERSE 1. 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR THE KING MADE AN IMAGE 
OF GOLD, WHOSE HEIGHT WAS THREE SCORE 
CUBITS, AND THE BREADTH THEREOF SIX 
CUBITS; HE SET IT UP IN THE PLAIN OF DURA, 
IN THE PROVINCE OF BABYLON. 


* 


BEHOLD/a Coloflue thirty yards high, and 
three broad, ſet up by the King of Babylon 
as an object of public adoration !—Nebuchad- 
nezzar's God is juſt gotten upon his legs, 
and that not by his own ſtrength or power, 
when lo all nations, kindreds, and languages 
muſt fall down before it! A pretty everlaſt- 
ing father, newly come out of the hands of 
the Smith, a wonderful prince of Peace, about 
whoſe authority you will read no ſmall ſtir 
is to be preſently made; but Nebuchadnez- 
zar is the defender of the Faith on the oc- 

caſion, 
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caſion, and no wonder that Princes, Gover- 
nors, Captains, Judges, Treaſurers, Counſel- 
lors, Sheriffs, and Rulers of Provinces, come 
to the dedication of the Image! Do you aſk 
the reaſon? Nebuchadnezzar the King had ſet 
it up,—You ſee of what a compliant ſpirit 
Courtiers are in general; they will not only 
gather themſelves together, but as the Pro- 
phet has it here in the 3d verſe, they will 
ſtand before the Image, becauſe—Nebuchad- 
nezzar has ſet it up: And we doubt not, 
ſhould any other earthly monarch ſet himſelf 
againſt the Lord, theſe ſame rulers would 
take counſel together with - the aforeſaid 
againſt the Lord, and againſt his anointed ; 
hence we gather this uſeful maxim, that re- 
ligion is not to be generally looked for in 
Courts or Palaces, or that Courtiers are but 
the echo and mimic of their monarch : No 
doubt, on the preſent occaſion, they belied 
their Conſciences, and laboured to profeſs 
their Orthodoxy, by declaring this was juſt 
ſuch a God as Chaldea had long needed: 
Happy Nebuchadnezzar, whoſe invention could 
ſo nicely chime in with the wiſhes and ne- 
ceſſities of his ſubjects ! 


An herald now makes a proclamation for a 
general thankſgiving; one ſhould ſuppoſe the 
people's hearts were not overmuch influenced 
by devotion, or the proclamation were ſuper- 
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fuous; it was in manner and form follow. 
ing — © At what time ye hear the ſound of the 
e cornct, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, dulcimer, 
« and all kinds of muſic, ye fall down and 
« worſhip the golden Image, that. Nebuchad- 
« nezzar the King hath ſet up; and whoſo 
e falleth not down and worſhippeth, ſhall the 
« ſame hour be caſt into the midſt of a burn- 
« ing fiery furnace! Such is the eſtabliſhment 
upon which the religion of the Caldeans reſts, 
even the will of an ignorant King, and ſuch 
is their Eccleſiaſtical Court, which is as much 
as to ſay, an Idol has juſt come red hot out of 
the furnace, and the worſhippers of Jeſus 
muſt therefore go into the flames—The im- 
menſity of the Image aptly prefigures the 
multiplicity and extenſiveneſs of forms: In 
regard to the people, the moment they hear 
the Church muſic ſtrike up, they comply with 
the proclamation; but let it be remembered, 
this people is Nebuchadnezzar's people, who 
were ſuch obcdient ſubjects, that had the mo- 
narch ſet up Satan, would have fallen down 
and worſhipped him. 


Hitherto all ſeems to go on according to 
the moſt ſanguine withes of this ſanguinary 
King of Babylon—But mark the ſequel—God 
has in every nation under Heaven it ſeems, 
ſome who worſhip him, and him only ſerve; 
they are a peculiar people, and ſhall not eſ- 

cape 
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cape the malevolence of Heathens; in th 
' ſent inſtance there were certain Jews, three 
of them in number, whom Satan had a ſpite 
againſt, and the World a quarrel with; and 
though ſet over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon (which is an inflexibility not 
much to be expected in Courtiers), they would 
not regard Nebuchadnezzar's trumpery, nor con- 
form to his ungoſpelled Eſtabliſhment. By 
his command, they are ſummoned before him, 
but mark the difference between true and 
falſe religion—The Idolatrous Monarch is in 
a rage, and the Saints perfectly calm; his 
addreſs to this accuſed triumvirate is ſharp, 
but it is remarkable for the concluding clauſe, 
the King demands of them, Who is that God 
who ſhould deliver them out of bis hands? 
Hence we would obſerve, he had not much 
confidence in the Omnipotency of his Image, 
and probably intended it only as a repreſen- 
tative of himſelf. —Alas! What could it do? 
Its ſize indeed might ſtrike the beholder with 
aſtoniſhment, and its ſplendour and ſymmerry 
call together a great concourſe of people; 
ſituated in a plain, it was advantageouſly 
placed for the purpoſe of collecting contigu- 
ous ſpectators, of whom it could be ſaid 
only, that it was a mercy the Elements did 
not precipitate the Statue on their heads, and 
that they were not nearly ground many of 
them to powder; but the crafty monarch 
places 
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places it not on an eminence, and thus Page 
cularly provides againſt accident. 


Sßnhadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego are finally 

cited into the Ecclefiaſtical Court, but it 
does not appear they are forward to put in 
an Allegation—No, they confefs they are not 
careful to anſwer the Royal Surrogate in the 
matter; they have no doubt but they ſhall 
come off clear, and that their accuſers ſhall 
pay coſts of ſuit; but be it as it will, they 
profeſs themſelves determined not to. conform 
at the expence of Conſcience: How different 
their conduct to that of the Courtiers ! They 
will not ſerve Nebuchadnezzar's Gods, nor 
worſhip the golden Image which he has ſet 
up. The King who before was only in a 
rage, 1s now repreſented to be full of fury, in- 
ſomuch, that the form of his viſage is changed 
againſt theſe pious Diſſenters. The Devil and 
himſelf hold a council, the reſult of which 
is, the furnace is commanded to be heated 
feven times more than it was wont to be 
heated: Now Satan and the King expect a 
triumph, but the cunning and the crafty, we 
would obſerve, are not always wiſe; the coun- 
ſel of the moſt prudent is brought to nought, 
when God has a purpoſe of his own to bring 
forward in oppoſition to them; and it is no 
wonder, that men, enliſted in the ſervice of 
the Devil, ſhould expire in the exerciſe of 
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their fidelity by a deviliſh end; no marvel. 
then, that the flame of the fire ſlays thoſe 
men who impiouſly take up A mn: Me- 
ſhach, and Abednego. 


This perſecution of the Babyloniſh King 
determines, as we hope many of the perſe- 
cutions of the King of modern Babylon may 
hereafter do, that is to ſay, in the deliverance 
of God's Saints; for we can conſider this 
overgrown Chaldean, as no other than the 
type of his ſucceſſor in office, the hell-hound 
of Rome, with this modeſt difference, in that 
the Babylonian ſet up the Image of his own 
authority, without pretending, like the Ephe- 
ſians, that it came down from Jupiter, or, 
like the Papiſt, that it was ſet upon its legs 
by miracle, 


. Obſerve now the inconſiſtency of wicked- 
neſs; Nebuchadnezzar, who a while before 
was forcing the Divinity of his Idol down 
the conſciences of his court, now begins to 
preach Jeſus Chriſt, and he does it in lan- 
guage which muſt demand atten: ion; for he puts 
this queſtion to his Counſellors, who probably 
were very active in the buſineſs, Did we not 
caſt three men bound into the fire? And ſcarcely 
waiting for an anſwer, he returns the anſtwer to 
himſelf — Lo, I ſee four men walking in the 

midſt 
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midſt of the flame, and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God! Herod in after | 
ages does ſomething like this, when on his 
hearing of the miracles of Chriſt, he denies 
a tenet of his Sadduciſm, by exclaiming, It 
is John the Baptiſt who is riſen from the 
dead—We doubt not but ſome few centu- 
ries ago ſeveral of thoſe, who for their 

Fidelity to Jeſus Chriſt were hailed from the 
priſon to the fire, felt the preſence of their 
Lord ſo immediately, and intimately with them, 
that they experienced little of that flame, which 
was all the while conſuming their bodies. 
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But to proceed - Nebuchadnezzar's ſermon 
does not determine here; for he brings for- 
ward to view the exiſtence of God the Fa- 
ther, in calling upon the objccts of his late 
perſecution, under the title of Servants of the 
Moft High; but his Orthodoxy does not ex- 
pire with this declaration, he attaches a dox- 
ology to it, and bleſſes the God of Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and Abednego. We are ſorry how- 
ever to add, that this Babyloniſh Prince makes 
a worſe concluſion, in thundering out an 
anathema againſt all who ſhould ſpeak any thing 
amiſs of the God of the Jews; in this he is 
faithfully followed, as far as they dare, by the 
Papiſts of the preſent day; however the prac- 
tice of the Apoſtles was of quite a different 
temperament ; they left ſuch to themſelves, 
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and only ſhook the duſt off their feet, as a 
teſtimony againſt them. But do you not diſ- 
cover in this Idolatry of Nebuchadnezzar, 
ſomewhat like an anticipation of the preſent 
ſyſtem of Catholiciſm; ſurely Nebuchadnezzar 
can be eſteemed only as a precurſor of the 
Pope of Rome; an exaltation of ſelf appears 
to be the ultimate deſign of both parties, 
their perſecutions are equally violent and un- 


goſpelled, and ought by every ſerious Mi- 
niſter to be ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. 


* 
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Did the Governor of Chaldea ſet up his 
Image? Is it not to, be feared the Governor 
of each ſeveral country pledges himſelf to up- 
hold an Eſtabliſhment, for which he can pro- 
duce no greater authority than this idolatrous 
Predeceſſor? Is not this an exaltation of the 
Conſtitutions and Commandments of Men, in 
oppoſition. to the Teachings of the Spirit ?— 
To avoid the inconveniencies reſultory from 
ſuch tame acquieſcence, we would refer you 
to the word of God; all profeſs, who ſcek 
to found any religion, that they derive. their 
authority from Divine Revelation; and 
it will be to your ſhame and confuſion, 
who pretend to diſſent from them, if you are 
not adroit at handling thoſe ſpiritual argu- 
ments, which lead' you to differ on ſuch oc- 
caſions. We contend not for any form of 
worſhip, if we have occaſionally quoted any 
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article from our own Church, it hath been 
under the fulleſt conviction, that ſuch article 


might be defended from Scripture authority. 


We reſpect no Church, any further than ſhe . 
is ſupported and countenanced by the Scrip- 
tures of God; neither, Nebuchadnezzar like, 
do we ſet up our own opinion as the guide 
of others, further than ſuch opinion can be 
ſo defended as we have already ſpoken. 


You deem ſome of you perhaps the con- 
duct of this Idolatrous Babylonizn exquiſitely 
unaccountable, ignorant it may be of what paſſes 
in your own hearts day by day: Among 'many 
who preach the Goſpel, we are well aware 
jealouſies of this nature and kind obtain; 
ſome of theſe ſerious Miniſters cannot rejoice 
heartily, when they hear one of Chriſt's flock 
is led to the knowledge of Jeſus, by the 
preaching of others than themſelves; how do 
they eſteem ſuch a converſion as an intrench- 
ment on their own territories, and give the 
conſiderate Chriſtian juſt reaſon to conclude, 
that ſelf-intereſt, or importance, is pretty much 
concerned and rooted in the heart of the 
Goſpelian Miniſter. How few are there in the 
preſent enlightened age, who can join Paul in 
his declaration, that ſo Chriſt be preached, 
they are unconcerned from what motive, and 
can give the right hand of fellowſhip to the 

faithful 
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faithful ſervants of a crucified Redecmer, re- 
gardleſs of the Church to which ſuch be- 


long. 


Did Nebuchadnezzar ſet up an Image? We 
are fearful very many of you alſo have ſet 
up an Idol, a favourite opinion in your own - 
hearts, which you venerate with no leſs devo- 
tion, impatient of contradiction, abhorrent of 
controul; diſputation reſpecting this favourite 
opinion however muſt be given up, if it be a non- 
eſſential of Religion, before yuu can claim the 
title of a fair, a candid, and a diſpaſſionate 
Chriſtian. Every age and nation has more or 
leſs declined from the purity of Chriſtianity, 
into opinions tending to the introduction of 
Idolatry, into an eſtabliſnment of, and inſiſt- 
ing upon, the admiſſion of the Doctrines of 
men; in proportion as mankind have loſt ſight 
of and communion with Jeſus, theſe fooleries 
have obtained, which ſhould put us upon our 
guard in our adoption of religious tenets, and 
in ſoul concernments at leaſt make man cauti- 
ous how he puts confidence in man. We 
aim our blows at no one ſect, ſyſtem, or 
party; we ingenuouſly confeſs, we might juſtly 
level them at very many, and at our own; 
were this pure, perfect, and irreproveable, the 
worldly and the carnal would not ſtep forth, 
as we obſerve them very often doing, ſtrenu- 
ous advocates in its defence; the carnal mind 

„ ſavoureth 
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ſavoureth not the things which be of God, 
neither indeed can it know them, becauſe” 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. When Moſes, 
the type of the Redeemer, protracted his ſtay 
in the Mount, his people fell into the ado- 
ration of a calf, and we find even a Prieſt. 
of God had a very. principal hand in the 
erection of this abominable Church; it is only 
by the reviſitation of our ſpiritual Moſes, 
that Error and Hereſy can ſubſide among 
his worſhippers, when he comes down and 
poſſeſſes the ſouls of his people, non-eſſentials, 
as well as open and avowed error, will be uni- 
formly given up, and Chriſt become * all 
"= al.” | | 


From various parts of the Prophetic 
writings, and particularly from the book of 
Revelations, we are authoriſed to expect an 
arrival of this happy era; from what we ob 
ſerve tranſacting in a neighbouring nation 
(we mean France), we conclude the period 
to be at no great diſtance; Prieſt-craft ſeems 
to be rapidly declining; the blaze and ſplen- 
dor of it to be extinguiſhing together with 
the ſepulchral Lamp in their churches ; thoſe 
who heretofore have been accuſtomed tamely 
and implicitly to reſign their conſciences to 
Priefts, appear now to be getting very faſt 
into the habit of thinking for themſelves : We 


prognoſticate much good from the change 
| the 
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the Scri ptures will ceaſe any — * to grow 
muſty uf on our ſhelves from diſuſe; the know- 
ledge at leaſt in the letter of them will be 
generally diſſeminated; and it will be ſoon 
deemed a fſharne to remain ignorant of their 
import. Chriſt and the Doctrines of Grace 
will be more: uniformly brought forward to 
view, and we hope Antichriſtian prejudices may 
more generall y decline. 


We look forward to this happy ſeaſon, in 
which we ar e told, the Earth ſhall be filled 
' with the K nowledge of the Lord, as the 
Waters cover the Sea ; when the Sword ſhall 
be beaten in to a Plou;yh-ſhare, and the Spear 
into a Pruni ng-hook, and the Nations ſhall 
learn War rio more: The zeal of the Lord 
of Hoſts ſhall do this! I truſt very many 
of you befoize me will he: rtily Join me, with 
reference to this happy ſeat.n, in the requeſt, 
« Come Lord Jeſus, come Quickly!“ 


Thou, O God, haſten it in its time! Accom- 
'pliſh this thy Work in the midſt of the 
years! 


SERMON IX. 


ISATAH CHAP, xl. VERSE I% 2. 


COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PYOPLE, SAITP 
YOUR GOD—SPEAK YE COMFORTABLY TO JE- 
RUSALEM, AND. CRY UNTO HER, THAT HER WAR- 
FARE IS ACCOMPLISHED, THAT HER INIQUITY 
Is PARDONED, FOR SHE HATH RECEIVED OF THR 
LORD'S HAND DOUBLE FOR ALL HEB SINS. | 


. 


Ir would be a taſk of no ſmall difficulty, 
to attempt to ſelect any two verſes from the 
Old Teſtament, characterized by a larger diſ- 
play of Goſpel Doctrines, than the words we 
have juſt read to you; we proceed to an im- 
mediate confideration of them. 


It is one grand buſineſs of a Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter to hold out conſolation to the people 
of God, from whence the Goſpel is properly 
denominated Glad Tidings, and the Goſpel 
of Peace; it 1s preſumable then, from the 

opening 
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openiag of the text, that God s children are 


ſubje&t to much diſmay, inquietude, and dark- 


neſs of ſoul; if whom the Lord loveth he 
chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom 


he receiveth, it will of courſe follow, that 
there is no individual of his who has not 
his Times of Sorrow; you read this truth 


red Scriptures; what dejection of ſoul at- 
ied itſelf to a very eminent one, may be 
peraled in thoſe pathetic and plaintive la- 


mentations, which are diſperſed up and down 


throughout the book of Pſalms. 


But there is ſomething peculiarly remark- 
able in the words, /aith your God ; now if the 

God who ſpeaks be not your God, how can 
you adminiſter any juſt conſolation to the 
people deſcribed? How, in the language of 
the Apoſtle, can you comfort them with thoſe 
conſolations wherewith you yourſelves are not 
comforted of God ? To ſuch we ſpeak, in the 
words of Job, Miſerable comforters - are ye 


all! It will ariſe then out of our argument, 


that it is one duty of a pious paſtor to be 


careful to difcriminate who are God's people; 


he is not ſent to ſpeak peace to the chil- 
dren of the wicked one, to propheſy ſmooth 
things; the promiſes of the Goſpel belong 
only to as many as the Lord our God ſhall 
call: And here it may be obſerved, that there 

is 


in the hiſtory of every Saint recorded in the 
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is no doubt but Satan has his Prieſts, who 
deal cout their helliſh conſolation to bis chil. 
dren, who ſew pillows to mens arm holes, 
and cry peace when there is no peace; it is 
the province of the wicked one to lull the 
ſinner aſl; ep, and to preſerve his own as fſe- 
cure as po. ſſible from every religious alarm. 


We go « 2n—Speak ye comfortably to je- 
ruſalem—no this Jeruſalem was an hardened 
city, by the hands of the wicked inhabitants 
of it was th 2' Son of God crucified: After 
his reſurrectio 1, one of the firſt commands 
our Lord gay 2 his Diſciples was, that they 
ſhould begin p reaching the Goſpel at Jeruſa- 
lem — what am ing love, he ſends them to 
preach it to hi: 3 murderers ! but then, as you 
will ſee in the 2d chapter of the Acts, of 
ſuch were his people; he had Kindly. juſt 
before commiſſi oned Mary Magclalene, and 
Mary the mothe r of James, to go and inform 
his Diſciples, ar d his denier Peter in parti- 
cular, that he 1 vas riſen: How careful does 
he appear to ha ve been to provide conſola- 
tion for the co nfortleſs troubles ſake of the 
needy; doubtleſs Peter was under peculiar 
heavineſs of heay t, bemoaning- his own guilt, 
and the abſence of his Lord. 


But the Prop het. is not commanded only 


to ſpeak comfort ably to Jeruſalem, but to Ty 
_ alſo, 
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alſo 70 ery, aloud, as he has it elſewhere, to lift 
up his voice like a trumpet, to make himſelf 
— and he is not only 10 cry comfortably, but 
the proclamation is put into his mouth that 
her warfare is accompliſhed: By this we are 
to underſtand the finiſhed ſalvation of ſinners 
by the death of Jeſus on the Croſs, to that 
the Prophet alludes; for though it had not 
taken place in time, .it had been executcd in 
the Almighty purpoſe from the foundation 
of the world. Here was nothing then re- 
quired of God's people, but to accept of 
it as unconditionally as it was tendered—no 
more vain oblations were required—neither 
ceremonies nor ſacrifice, nor yet obedience to 
the Moral Law as a preparative to ſuch re- 
ception of this gift; the promiſe was with- 
out money, and without price: But if the Pro- 
phet was commiſſioned only to cry unto God's 
people, it follows that he was not, as Armi- 
nians vainly conclude, to preach forgiveneſs 
of Sins to all the Globe; the ſuppoſition is 
contrary to this declaration, and the whole 
tenor of the Goſpel-—No, it is the Iniquity 
of Jeruſalem only that is pardoned, her ini- 
quity as it is ſtated in preciſe terms. 


By the phraſe Jeruſalem, it is plain through 
a recurrence to the context, that we are to 
underſtand, in general language, the people of 
God there or clſewhere ; not ſolely the in- 
| P habi- 
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habitants of that city, but men in every 
age and of every nation who are accepted of 
God—that the declaration could not be con- 
fined literally to Jeruſalem, is hence apparent; 
in that Pilate profeſſed, he could find no 
manner of fault in Jeſus, which, in its pro- 
per ſignificancy, was a declaration put into 
his mouth by the Spirit of God, implying, 
that he could not read his Sins and Iniqui- 
ties laid upon Chriſt—No, he died for thoſe 
of this ungrateful City, who exclaimed, His 
blood be upon us, and upon our Children! 
which, though they vociferated it in male vo- 
lence and ignorance, had a marvellous con- 
gruity with the blood ſprinkled upon the 
lintel and the two fide poſts of the door, as 
recorded in the 12th chapter of the book of 
Exodus. | | 


The interpretation of the laſt clauſe of my 
text has been much bandied about and dif- 
puted. Speaking of Jeruſalem, Iſaiah pro- 
nounced, in the authority of the Spirit of 
God, that” ſhe had received of the Lord's 
hand double for all her fins; by the phraſe 
Double, a double portion of Grace has been 
generally -underſtood ; now, though we admit 
that wherever God purpoſes to give Glory, 
he will alſo give Grace; yet we are embol- 
dened to aſſert, that the Prophet had no ſuch 
meaning in his eye, when he penned the 

above 
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_ Re 9 5 The import of his winds 
we thus develope; it was not intended in the 
Almighty purpoſe, that man ſhould ſtand in 
his primitive innocence, even Angels them- 
ſelves are charged with folly, of whom it is 
ſaid, that they are made and conſtituted Spi- 
rits, what then could have been expected of 
man, but that he ſhould decline, when he 
was formed of inferior materials, of the Earth, 
earthy ; having ſinned, he loſt his claim to 
the Garden of Eden, his terreſtrial Paradiſe ; 
but let it be remembered, that having ſinned, 
he was ſupplied with a Saviour, through whom 
he might lay claim to a refidence in the 
manſions of Heaven; by how much then Hea- 
ven is preferable to the Garden of Eden; by 
ſo much does the firſt Adam, and every par- 
doned Sinner, receive double for all his ſins. 
Leſs than this explication ſeems hardly to 
afford an idea on which the imagination of 
the Chriſtian can repoſe itſelf. 


We proceed now to apply the text to your 
benefit. We have ſtood up, we hope ſome time, 
a comforter among you; you we mean who. 
are God's people; it was to you only our meſ- 
fage has been directed ; it is high time now 
we ſhould demand of you, are ye his people? 
John is expreſs to this purpoſe: We know 
that we have paſſed from death unto life, 
« becauſe we love the brethren,” that is to 

TY lay, 


' 
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ſay, the ſouls for which Chriſt died; it is not 
hereby implied, that you admire their conſiſt. 
ency, applaud and reverence their aſſiduity; 
but the grand queſtion is, do you love them, 
becauſe Jeſus has manifeſted his affection to- 
wards them; if you do thus much, whether 
you feel it or no, we dare pronounce of you 
that your Eſtate is, or will eventuate bleſſed; 
we have tried you by the words of a 
Diſciple unuſually beloved of Jefus, of one 
who could therefore more immediately deſ- 
cant with energy and propriety on the ſub- 
jet of Chriſtian Love; we recommend it to 
you to try yourſelves by his rule, by this 
maxim prove your own ſelves, examine your 
own ſelves; if we ſpeak peace from the pul- 
pit to ſouls. you are beſt aware whether you 
may appropriate it or no. May He who 
ſearcheth the Spirits enable you to ſearch 
your's; and may the ſearch iſſue in a con- 
viction, Goſpelly founded, that you are God's 
people, a portion of his Jeruſalem whom ve 
have undertaken to conſole, as /ai/h your God! 
If you be already brought into nearneſs with 
him, you will feel it recorded, as with a ſun- 
beam on your conſciences, that your warfare 
is accompliſhed, as we have deſcribed, and 
that your iniquity is pardoned ; this reflection 
will occaſionally invigorate you during your 
_ pilgrimage, and act like a cordial upon your 
ſpirit and upon your heart, 

But 


(109) 


But we muſt ſpeak a word to thoſe 3 
as yet remain ſtrangers to this happy union 
with Jeſus; not but that what we have prof- 
fered already may, through his bleſſing, con- 
vey inſtruction even to 7bis ſpecies of our 
fellow-creatures ; we do not tell ſuch of you, 
you may come to this ſaving knowledge of 
Jeſus if you vz/l, but as it ought to be pur, 
if you 20, you may come; the people of God 
are a willing people we allow, but let it be 
remembered, it is only in the day of God's 
power; much injury has been done to the 
cauſe of Chriſt by the publication of General 
Calls to the unconverted ; men have been taught 

thereby too often to conclude, that their ſtre 

is repoſed in themſelves, and to loſe ſight of 
that chearing conſolation of Jeſus, © No man 
« can come unto me unleſs the Father draw 
« him;” ſome have been driven to work and 
to labour, but have been compelled to pull 
down the edifices they have erected; ſome 
have been driven to deſpair, others into blaſ- 
phemy, and few, but very few, to the feet 
of Emanuel, becauſe they have been ſet a 
going on improper motives. | 


But, Sirs, do any ſuch as you here before 
us feel your need of a participation in the 
comforts we preach? Do you experience in 
your hearts a longing defire after them? It 
was the exclamation of David, As- the hart 

panteth 
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panteth after the 'water-brooks, ſo panteth my 
heart after thee, O God! We do not expect 
you already feel this latter ſenſation to its full 
extent, but it may be you have a ſecret wiſh | 
to be poſſeſſed of it; if you cannot pray in 
full Faith, it may be you are willing and 
even anxious to be moved ſo to pray; ve 
predict of your ſituation, that ſuch as you 
ſhall receive hereafter double for all your 
ſins, a robe of Righteouſneſs inſtead ' of your 
filthy Garment ſpotted by the fleſh, and ſpi- 
ritual Delights inſtead of your, preſent carnal 
indulgences; he who hath promiſed to caſt 
out none who come to him, is both willing 
and _ he alſo will do it. 


Of et General Calls we have been diſ- 
courſing about, we have to obſerve, they have 
been invariably founded upon. portions of ſa- 
cred writ, torn totally from the context, and 
by conſequence applied to purpoſes foreign 
to the intent for which they were penned by 
the inſpired writers; inſtead of being brought 
forward to acquaint man with his own weak- 
neſs, BAXTER and others have employed theſe 
to an oppoſite purpoſe, to perſuade man that 
he had ſome ſtrength in himſclf, and might, 
in a degree, account of himſelf as his 
own Guardian, than which no greater vio- 
lence can be done to Scripture, nor a more 
audacious lie be forged on the Spirit of God: 

In 


Eu! 
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In mercy, the Holy Spirit has nods the 
reading even, of publications of this nature a 
bleſſing to ſome, by leading them, through a 
conviction of their fallacy, to an application 
to another quarter; ſometimes to an inveſtiga- 
tion of more Goſpelled Authors, ſometimes to 
an enquiry into the Tenor of the Scriptures 
themſelves, ſometimes to a recourſe to a faith 
ful Miniſter, and ever finally to diligent and 
fervent prayer: That this has often been the 
reſult of ſuch peruſals, ſanctifies not the pe- 
ruſal itſelf: „Take heed,” ſays our Lord, 
« how ye hear,” and we may add, take care 
what you read; the eyes as well as the ears 

are conduits to the heart. The calls we 
ſpeak of are properly denominated the Calls 
of their ſeveral Authors themſelves, not the in- 
vitation of God ſpeaking through /uch me- 
dium to the conſciences of men: Do they 
write to you on the ſubject of the Spirit of 
God? Be aſſured it is the Author on the Spi- 
rit of God, not the Spirit of God in the 
Author; but we look forward with pleaſure, 
and we truft, with no diſtant expectation, 


when PopeRy and her ARMINIAN SISTER ſhall 
take their final ſlumber in the duſt. 


We will refer again to our text: Comfort 
ye, my people, ſaith your God—the people 
of God alone are called upon to conſole his 

own 
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own people, that is to ſay, thoſe only are 
called upon to comfort bis people, who, ad- 
dreſſing him through the Spirit of God, can 
fay Abba Father, and feel not ſimply that 
they are intereſted in the Triune God, but 
that the Triune God is intereſted in their 
behoof; that comfort and conſolation which 
is derived only from an head knowledge of 
the Doctrines of Salvation, as God has given 
us no authority to reſt upon it, ſo we have 
no ground for truſting to it. : 


And now, my friends, whither are ſome of 
you fleeing for comfort? The text points out 
the only ſource of conſolation, and are you 
directing your views thitherward? If God 
ſpeaks peace to your ſouls, of the increaſe of 
ſuch peace, there ſhall be no end; it is a 
peace deſcending upon you, for the ſake of a 
covenant Chriſt; and however unworthy you 
may be in yourſelves, God is fatisfied with 
his Son, ſo that if you are Chriſt's, remiem- 
ber Chriſt is God's; it is for Jeſus's ſake 
even they who are ignorant of the efficacy 
of his precious blood-ſhedding, enjoy the com- 
forts of this life; and one ſhould ſuppoſe, in 
this day of Univerſal Goſpel Illumination, it 
were unneceflary to add, that it is for his 
fake alone tco any of us can be conſtituted 
recipients of the bleſſings which are to ſuc- 

ceed 
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eved it; we preach, and have only preached 
conſolation in and through his name, in whom 
all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which they could not be juſtified by 
the Law of Moſes: And will you remain 
ſtrangers any of you to your only proſpect 
of felicity? If you periſh, think not to al- 
ledge it was becauſe the Goſpel of God did 
not extend to you ſufficient ground whereon 
to erect a comfortable expectation ; think not 
to ſay it was becauſe you were not indulged 
with a "ſufficient intimation by your Miniſ- 
ters; it has been the labour of the poor 
babbler before you, inceſſantly as opportu- 
nity has ſerved, to point you to a Saviour; 
but has his labour been as uniformly ſeconded 
by your prayers? . You may perhaps, very 
many of you, have felt the truth of the Doc- 
trines of Grace, with an acknowledgment as 
univerſal as your Paſtor; but has this know- 
ledge invariably driven you to apply to a 
throne of Grace for a Revelation of your In- 
tereſt in them? O ſirs, if it has not, what 
are you better than men who are knowingly 
repoſing on the verge of a precipice, of whom, 
if they periſh, it muſt be univerſally allowed, 
that their perdition 1s juſt: You argue per- 
haps ſome of you, that you have penetrated 
far into the territories of Licentiouſneſs, much 
too far, according to your natural apprehen- 
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ſion, to be encouraged to return: The words 
we have borrowed from the Prophet, autho- 
rize neither you nor me to make any ſuch 
exception; it appears they might with ſafety 
have been preached to Manaſſeh, and to 
Mary Magdalene, and who ſhall aſſert that 
we have no authority to addreſs them to the 
worſt character under this roof? 


| We implore you, if it be poſſible, ceaſe 
to continue ſelf-tormentors ; the employ is un- 
profitable, and equally ungoſpelled: Are you 
terrified by the multiplicity of your ſins? 
May ſuch horror inherit its proper effect 
May it compel you to ſolicit relief where 
only it can be found, at the Lord's hand, 
who has promiſed to his, Double for all their 
ſins ! 


Are you willing to become his ſupplicants 
on the occaſion? This is one happy pre- 
ſage in your favour; ſome of you perhaps 
may have been long thus employed; be “ 
remembered he hath declared he will reject 
naue Who approach him according to the 
Terms of the Goſpel ; the parable of the un- 
juſt Judge is authority ſufficient for your 
continuance in fervent ſupplication, and the 
comment Chriſt has. paſſed upon it, conveys 
a promiſe nearly cqual to a poſſeſſion of the 

reality : 
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reality: Unbelief we diſcover is your grand ad- 
verſary: But do you combat it upon your knees? 
—O then God hath promiſed to avenge you 
of your adverſary—he hath recorded it, that 
he will avenge you ſpeedily! 


Q 2 SER- 
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SERMON X. 


GENESIS CHAP, xxii. VERSE 1. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS 
THAT GOD DID TEMPT ABRAHAM— 


Tur Old Teſtament is but as it were a 
preface to the New; or, as I may ſay, the 
New is but the Key or Supplement to the 
Old; we may obſerve of them, that they re- 
ſemble the woof and warp of the Saviour's 
Veſture, woven with one texture throughout, 
devoid of ſeam or diſunion. It often delights 
us to trace as it were the golden age of pri- 
mæval Goſpel ſimplicity, and to recur back 
to theſe primitive annals.—We view Abra- 
ham on this occaſion as a repreſentative of 
God the Father, and Iſaac as a type of 
Jeſus. 


Som 
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Some of you perhaps will be ſtaggered with 
the opening of the Hiſtory we are about to 
confider, fince it commences with a phraſe ſo 
totally foreign to the language of Scripture, - 
when applied to the Supreme; God we know 
by an. Apoſtle cannot be fempied of evil, 
neither tempteth he any man; the phraſe 
ſhould be ſoftened, and rendered thus, God 
tried Abraham; God in the book of Deu- 
teronomy and elſewhere, ſpeaks of trying his 
people to humble them; and to prove them. 
This chapter opens. with the words, after 
theſe things, what theſe things were we have 
no time to recapitulate; we truſt you are not 
entirely ignorant of what they were, and you 
may at your leiſure refreſh your memories 
with a reſearch into them: We muſt purſue. 
and apply the hiſtory before us— 


God thus addreſſes the good old Patriarch 
Take now thy Son, thine only Son Iſaac, whom 
thou loveſt, and offer him for a burnt offer- 
ing: Here now Abraham gives a proof of 
his faith and obedience; he did not begin to 
parley with the command, and reaſon thus, 
What, my Son, my only Son, cannot Iſhmael 
be accepted in the ſtcad; muſt it be too be 
Son whom I love? We may ſuppoſe Juſtice 
addreſſing God the Father in words correſ— 
pondent to thoſe in which God ſpake to 
Abraham, and demanding the exccution of his 

| Son 
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Son Jeſus, as a propitiation for the ſins of his 
people; and in this the Chriſtian may hear 
God exclaiming, Awake, O Sword, - againſt 
my Shepherd! Abraham ariſes early in the 
morning; this ſhews the willingneſs with which 
e haſtened to perform the pleaſure of the 
rd; he communes not with fleſh and blood, 
nor human paſſions ; he does not poſſeſs Sarah 
his Wife of the intended ſacrifice, but ſaddles 
his aſs, and ſallies forth; perhaps the term 
ſaddles his aſs, may have ſome reference to 
that relation in the Goſpel, which repreſents 
Jeſus, the meek and lowly, riding upon an 
als, and on the beaſt probably was the Son of 
Abraham ſeated ; if he clave the wood for the 
burnt offering, we confider it as referring to 
the preparation made by God the Father, ex- 
preſſed by David, as in the perſon of the 
Mediator—a body haſt thou prepared me! 


On the third day Abraham lifted up his 
Eyes; he had often, during his journey, we 
doubt not, lifted up his heart; the term third 
Day, perhaps may have a peculiar connection 
with that third Day when Chriſt ſhould riſe 
after his interment ; it can ſcarcely be denied, 
but this was the thing prefigured by the re- 
cital of this incident. The Father of Ifaac 
addreſſes his Servants, and orders them to 
abide where they were, that he might not, 


by their interference, be prevented from ful- 
filling 
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filling God's purpoſe : Nor can we accuſe: him 
of falſity when we read his aſſertion, that he 
and the lad would go and worſhip and come 
again to them: The Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
has obſerved, that Abraham accounted God 
was able to raiſe up Iſaac even from the 
dead; and we add, that this eminent Saint 
could not be accuſed of murder; for he had 
received the promiſe. of God, that in Iſaac 
ſhould his - ſeed be called. If he laid the 
wood upon Iſaac his Son, we behold in this 
figure Chriſt bearing his Croſs; but Oh to 
what extremity was the latter reduced by pre- 
vious ſufferings from the Scourge and the 
Crown of Thorns, that a ſubſtitute muſt be 
found to ſupport the weight; Oh how Ro 
lative were Chriſt's We ne. of | 


The ſucceeding verſe contains ſomething 
peculiarly affecting ; Iſaac addreſſes his Father, 
the Father replies, here am I, my Son; where- 
ever God the Father is, be ſure the Son is 
a Concomitant : The words which we have 
pronounced to be immediately affecting are 
theſe, Behold the fire and the wood, but 
where is the Lamb for a burnt offering ? 
And they .recall to our mind the exclama- 
tion of a greater than Iſaac, Father, if it be 
poſſible, let this cup paſs from me, neverthe- 
leſs not my will but thine be done! The ac- 
quieſcence of Iſaac to his natural Father, 


aptly 
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aptly prefigures the compliance of Jeſus to 
the will of his heavenly Father. Abraham 
and his deſcendant go both of them toge- 
ther, and as it is recorded, how can two go to- 
gether unleſs they be agreed? Thus the unity 
of the type and the reality are pointed out: 
The words, they went both of them together, 
are recited in the verſe preceeding, hinting 
plainly at the unanimity which ſubſiſted be- 
tween God the Father and God the, Son, 
Behold the beloved Saints of God arrived at 
the place God has told them of; they have 
God's direction in their Eye during the whole 
courſe of their progreſs; thus our Lord, juſt 
before he was apprehended, demands of his 
perſecutors, Whom ſeek ye? and anſwers to 
their reply, I am he; he was taken by no 
compulſion, but willingly reſigned himſelf; 
therefore, ſays he, let theſe go their way. In- 
deed the correſpondencies between the chap- 
ter under our preſent conſideration, and the 
whole proceſs of the apprehenſion, and con- 
demnation of Chriſt, are ſo ſtriking, that it 
would be Infidelity to aſſert, that the one 
did not -prefigure the other. 


The reply of Abraham to this anterrogatory 
of Iſaac, Where is the Lamb? abundantly be- 
ſpeaks the intention of the Eternal Father, 
which was to be evidently confirmed in after 
ages, by a full and compleat ſacrifice once 

for 
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for all. They are now haſtening to the place 
God has told them of, and on their arrival, 
the Father addreſſes himſelf to the propoſed 
ſacrifice ; the filence of Iſaac and his compli- 
ance on the occaſion, beautifully correſpond 
with the deſcription of the ſubmiſſion of Jeſus, 
as painted by the Prophet, who depicts him 
led like a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a 
ſheep dumb before her ſhearers; dumb, not 
opening his mouth: But here mark the dif- 
ference, an Angel ſtays the uplifted hand of 
the Patriarch, alas what could the death of 
Iſaac do toward the procurement of the Par- 
don, either of the ſins of others, or of his 
own; leſs than the ſacrifice of Jeſus could 
not ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and God will per- 
mit nothing to be executed in vain, when 
himſelf and his commands are alone looked 
up to; lay not thine hand upon the lad, was 
che exclamation of the heavenly meſſenger 
upon the occaſion, this was Chriſt himſelf 
no doubt, becauſe he acknowledges Abraham 
had not withheld his only Sen from him; the 
words are, thou haſt not withheld thine only 
don from me. 


The Patriarch, in a flow of gratitude, lifts 
up his eyes, and beholds a Ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns; as the Ram is the Fa- 
ther of his flock, Jeſus is the Father of his 
people; as the one was entangled by the 

R thorns, 
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thorns, Chriſt was in after times to be crowned 


with thorns; it Abraham Ufted up his eyes, 
the Saviour was crucified on an eminence, on 
Mount Calvary, oppoſite to Mount Moriah, 
where Iſaac was intended to be ſacrificed; 
get thee 7n/o the land. of Mariab, ſays the Spi- 
rit of God, that is being interpreted, into the 
land of &itterne/s, or myrrh; to quell the ſuf. 
ferings of Jelus, he was preſented as Mark 
records, with wine / mingled with Myrrb ; but 
he, unlike to Haac, , muſt not evade the ex- 
tremity of ſuffering; when he taſted thereof 
he would not drink.“ If the Ram was cap- 
tured by the briars and thorns, the”people of 
God may bchold, in this deſcription, Chriſt, 
who was made a curſe for them, for “ that 
« which bears briars and thorns is nigh unto 
being curſed!' The Saint of God having 
fulfilled bis commiſſion, now returns to the 
young men according to his promiſe, he ſat 
out in faith, in full confidence in God; and 
ſpeaking the language of Faith, he well knew 
it could not be fruſtrated, but that he ſhould 


© We are fearful the culprit who leaps from the ſcaffold * 
with a view to ſhorten his ſufferings, precipitates himſelf to 
hell by ſuicide : Refer to Mark xv. 23—The Martyr in the 
flame, who knowingly permits combuſtible matter to be added 
to the faggot, with a view of ſhortening his torments, poſ- 
ſeſſes not a full confidence, that Jeſus will be with him as he 
was with the three children in the flames, and we are doubtful 
of his Eſtate . Let patience have her perfect work!“ 


return 
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return according as he purpoſed We would 
now take a general review of the hiſtory, and 
ſucceed it with a few home applications. 


If it be urged that this command of God, 
' contradictory to his own Law, ſtands as a 
ſingle inſtance in Scripture, we reply, that we 
meet with another in the book of Hoſea, in 
which that Prophet repreſents himſelf as hav- 
ing received command of God to unite himz 
ſelf to an Adultereſs, though ſuch union be 
contrary to the uniform Doctrines of both the 
Old and New Teſtaments, * Be ye not une- 
« qually yoked with Unbelievers:” In both 

inſtances, ſomething peculiar was propoſed to 
be typified, and for ſuch purpoſes the Divine 
Legiſlator may diſpenſe with a non-obſerv- - 
ance of his Legiſlation ; indeed ſuch proceed- 
ing can be termed no other than a temporary 
repeal, or ſecondary Legiſlation. That zeal of 
Phineas in flaying the Adulterous Zimri and 
Cozbi, honoured and commended by the Spi- 
rit of God, may be enumerated among thoſe 
inſtances in which God apparently departs 
from his uſual proceedings; perhaps this was 
done to ſhew the difference between the juſ- 
tice of Moſes Laws and the mercy of the 
Goſpel diſpenſation, and ſhould be conferred 
with the conduct of our Saviour in regard to 


the Woman which was taken in adultery by 
R 2 the 
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the Phariſees, and a to him for con 
demnation. 


Whatſoever was written before time, was 
profeſſedly written for our learning, that we, 
through conſolation of the Spirit, might have 
hope; and ſurely the hiſtory before us is preg- 
nant with the moſt exuberant comfort to the 
Children of God. In early ages this. was only 
a type of good things to come, but how 
ſuperlatively have we been indulged, who 
have enjoyed the relation of the type and ob 
the ſubſtance; to us in the preſent day the 
Salvation has been ſent more home, which 
renders the repetition of figns, wonders, and 
miracles, irrequeſtible and unneceſſary ; God 
has now mm very deed © ſpoken unto us by 
« his Son.“ 


Doubtleſs Abraham well apprehended the 
life of his Iſaac to be forfeited for Sin ; this 
was ſufficiently proved in after times, or he 
had not finally yielded up the Ghoſt in com- 
mon with the Children of Mortality: And 
are you, my friends, as willing to relinquiſh 
your darling ſins, as the faithful Patriarch 
was content to be ſeparated from the object 
of his affections? Would you be blefſed with 
faithful Abraham, and prove yourſelves heirs 
of the promiſe as Iſaac was? Compare the 

tenor 
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tenor of your lives and practices with the 
hiſtory before you: How beautifully does this 
eminent Saint of God, anticipate the words 
of Jeſus recorded by the Evangeliſt, There is 
no man that hath left children for my ſake 
and the' Goſpel's, but he ſhall receive an 
hundred fold now, in this time, even children; 
and to ſhew that God was ever true to his 
purpoſes, and at unity with himſelf, the An- 
gel of the Lord calls to Abraham out of 
Heaven a ſecond time, declaring, that be- 
cauſe he had not withheld his only Son from 
God, that he would therefore multiply his 
ſeed, as the Stars of Heaven, and the Sang 
upon the Sea Shore, which declaration, whe- 
ther we confine it ſimply to the relation itſelf, 
or view it in the light of a promulgation, 
that by the incarnation of Jeſus, other nati- 
ons beſides the Jews ſhould be favoured with 
a preached Goſpel, is bath ways pregnant 
with the moſt exalted encouragement. 


We obſerve Abraham aroſe early in the 
morning ; with . what alacrity does he ſally 
out in obedience to the commands of a faith 
ful Creator! He, with his own hands, ſaddles 
the Aſs, and cleaves the wood; he docs not 
appear to have poſſeſſed Sarah of his purpoſe— 
No, as we have obſerved, he ſtraightway com- 
muned not with fleſh and blood, he Knew 


him 
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him to be curſed who did the work of "the 
Lord negligently: When God tried him, the 
command was, Take now thy Son; 5 
haps took place in the evening preceeding, 
and the ſervant of God doubtleſs waited with 
ardent longing for the peep of dawn, deeming 
his delay grievous ; probably he left Sarah in 
a deep ſleep; he ſeems to have given way to 
no opportunity which might retard his pro- 
greſs, and even momentarily intercept his 
fidelity to his Lord: Probably he might 
know what God intended to hold out in 
after ages by the circumſtance he was about 
to be engaged in, and if fo, how careful was 
he to forward, as far as in him lay, the 
preaching of the Goſpel: Are any here before 
God as aſſiduous in their endeavours to pro- 
vide for the ſpiritual comforts of their ſue- 
ceſſors? | 


We have hazarded a conjecture, that Abra- 
ham might have poſſeſſed ſome preſentiment 
of God's gracious deſign, when he was called 
out to bear his part in this typical prediction 
of that Saviour who was to come into the 
world; thus Moſes when he flew the Egyp- 
tian, ſuppoſed his brethren would have under- 
flood how that God, by his hand, would de- 


liver them. 


And 
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And now what , ſacrifice have any on you 
preſent made to God; we fear ſome of you 
have not given him your hearts in the meaneſt 
acceptation of the term; if you have done it 
to its full extent, you are no mean Chriſ- 
tians to alarm thoſe who ſeem to think 
Chriſtianity an eaſy leſſon, we would call 
upon them to point from the Scriptures of God, 
an inſtance exhibiting any individual Saint 
living totally at his caſe; Abraham is firſt 
called out to ſeparate himſelf from his family, 
and next he is to ſeparate the child of his 
old age from his affection, and from his pre- 
ſence If David ſlays the Lion, there remains 
yet to ſubdue; both the Bear and the. Philiſ- 
tine; if Daniel be exalted, he muſt paſs through 
the Den of wild beaſts to ſplendor; and we 
muſt wade through much ſelf-denial, affliction, 
and diſappointment, if we would arrive at 
Heaven, that Haven where we doubt not 
you would all. be: Our caſe is not fingu- 
larly hard; in ſome reſpects it is eaſier than 
that of our predeceſſors the Saints—we have 
their hiſtory for our encouragement: Oh that 
we had their faith for our ſupport! With- 
out this valuable qualification, their hiſtory 
will but accuſe us of infidelity, and enhance 
our condeinnation, 


What- | 
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Whatever other ſacrifices we may be called 
upon to make for the fake of the © Goſpel, 
this at leaſt it is our bounden duty to put 
in force, to part with the right eye, the right 
hand, and the right foot, the ſin which eaſily 
beſets us; and not with this only, but with 
each ſeveral impediment which may let and 
impede us in our Chriſtian warfare: It may 
be, Abraham was at this ſeaſon, when called 
upon to offer his Son, more than uſually at- 
tached to his perſon; the Spirit of God ſeems 
to indicate thus much, by theſe forcible ex- 

preſſions of thy Son, thine only Son, Thom - thou 
loveſt, We read, that an Angel arreſted: the 
uplifted hand when it was about to fall upon 
the victim; and how forcibly does this im- 
preſs upon the mind of the reflecting Chriſ— 
tian that doctrine couched in the Prophet, 
that no man can give the fruit of his body 
for the Sin of his Soul; none can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God 
a ranſom for him. 


Hence may we learn the invaluable price 
of the Soul, and the immenſe account- which 
ought to be ſet upon An Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of Heaven! The time would fail 
us were we to bring forward every improves 
ment the Chapter before us might authorize 
ws to advance: May that Spirit who” indited 
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it for our dane bleſs what has ln urg 

ed, and ſupply you with all needful informa- 
tion, by ſuperadding the teachings of his 
Spirit, to theſe our ſincere, but imperfect 
labours—for Chriſt's ſake, Amex. 


S SER- 


SERMON XI. 
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GENESIS CHAP, XXIV, VERSE 67. 
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AND ISAAC BROUGHT HER INTO HIS MOTHER SA 

an's TENT, AND TOOK REBEKAH, AND SHE 
BECAME HIS WIFE, AND HE LOVED HER: AND 
ISAAC WAS COMFORTED AFTER HIS MOTHER'S 
DEATH. 


BOI in Abraham again a lively re- 
preſentation of God the Father, and in Iſaac 
a ſecond time a no leſs vigorous type of Ja- 
hovah Jeſus: Under the characters of theſe 
two perſons of the Holy Trinity, we are 
about to conſider them, while we apply the 
chapter before us to its correſpondencies in 
the New Teſtament, and to various other 
parts of the writings of Inſpiration. 


Abraham ſeeks a partner in marriage for 
his Son Iſaac, and in this we are led to turn 


Our 
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dur thoughts to that Parable, in which it is 
recited, A certain King made a marriage 
« for his Son.” At the period we are about 
to commence our reſearches, it is recited 
Abraham was old, and well ſtricken in age, 
in correſpondence to this declaration, God 
the Father exiſted © from all eternity. The 
Patriarch King addreſſes the confidential ſer- 
vant of his houſehold, doubtleſs Eliezer of 
Damaſcus, whom we can regard in no other 
ſenſe, than as a ſtrong ſhadowing out of John 
the Baptiſt, who was commiſſioned to prepare 
the way for the reception of Jeſus. 


The Steward of Abraham's houſe is for- 
bidden to take a wife for Ifaac- of the daugh- 
ters of the Canaanites; in the metaphoric 
ſtyle of Scripture, from among the earthy, 
ſenſual, and deviliſh ; but he is to journey unto 
the country of Abraham, and to his kindred; 
in conformity to this commiſſion, : John re- 
proves the Scribes and Phariſees, when they 
aſſembled themſelves to attend his Miniſtry, 
in theſe words, O Generation of Vipers who 
« hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 
* come?” Evidently no: Chrift, therefore you 
bave no Goſpel Invilation. The ſervant of this 
primeval Saint of God, puts a peradventure 
to his maſter, that if the woman ſhould not 
be willing to follow him, « muſt he needs,” 
rejoins he, “bring Iſaac again unto the Land 
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« from whence his maſter came?” The an- 
ſwer he receives is, Thou ſhalt not bring 
„ my Son thither again;” and to this de- 
claration we meet with a conſonant one in 
the New Teſtament, addreſſed to the: ſuc- 
ceſſors of John, © Whoever ſhall not receive 
« you, when ye depart thence, ſhake off the 
« duſt under your feet for a teſtimony againſt 
« them.” | 


Abraham glowing with Faith, next proceeds 
o aſſure his domeſtic, that God ſhall ſend 
his Angel before him, and that a wife ſhould 
be taken from the ſpot to which he had 
directed him. How does every line (I had 
almoſt ſaid every word) of Scripture teem 
with a Goſpel Doctrine? By the term Wo- 
man, we are in a Spiritual Senſe to apprehend 
the Church, the bride and ſpouſe of the Son 
of God: Chriſt will ſend none of his, on 
fruitleſs errands, and we may judge by the 
effect of the embaſſy, whether the commiſſion 
under which Miniſters act be Royal; and 
further, till Chriſt draws his own, like as it 
were with the cords of a man, the Church can 
by no mean run after him, 


Did the domeſtic of Abraham ſwear to his 
maſter, before he was ſent forth to execute 
his maſter's buſineſs, God will demand a ſo- 
temn dedication gt his Miniſters to him, and 

to 
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to his cauſe, e'er he will permit them 0 
iſſue forth 1 in his employment. 


Eliezer takes ten Camels of his maſter and 
departs ; the goods of his maſter were in 
his hands; ſo the Diſciples were not of them- 
ſelves to provide purſe nor ſcrip, the la- 
bourer is pronounced to be worthy of his 
hire. ; 


The Steward of the Patriarch makes his 
Camels to repoſe by a well of water, and at 
the time women go out to draw; the faith- 
ful Miniſter of Jeſus will endeavour to re- 
poſe himſelf as near as may be to 7be well of 
living water; and when about to deliver his 
meſſage, will labour to ſecond the operations 
of Grace, by ſelecting a proper ſituation, and 
« probable ſeaſon for the delivery. 


In the choice of the people with whom 
Iſaac was to be united, we are ſupplied with 
a ſtrong argument in favour of the Doctrine 
of Election: No man can come unto me, 
ſays the Son of God, unleſs the Father draw 
him. 


On the arrival of the Servant without the 
City, he lifts up his heart in prayer to the 
God of his maſter Abraham; let it be ob- 
freed, with no view to emp! God to give 

him 
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dim an anſwer, impatience and diſtruſt appeat 
to have been no ingredients on this oceaſion 
in the diſpoſition of Eliezer ; and thereby we 
gather, that men then alone have an authority 
to petition any thing of God, when their 
chief anxiety is, that they may employ it to 
his honour. | 


The Damſel intended for Iſaac almoſt in- 
ſtantaneouſly, “before he had done ſpeaking,” 
preſents herſelf at the well; « ſhe was very 
* fair to look upon.” In this ſhe reſembles 
the Church in the character given of her in 
the Canticles, where ſhe breaks out, „I am 
« black but comely.” 


Rebekah having given the Camels their 
water, the token Abraham's man regarded as 
the indication of God's intention, he proceeds 
to adorn the Damſel with a golden earing, 
and with bracelets; in theſe we anticipate 
the Churches ſpiritual ornaments; by the one 
we apprehend to be implied the “ hearing 
* ear,” and by the other the hand © to han- 
« dle the word of life:“ God in the 16th 
of Ezekiel, expreſſing his love to Jcruſa- 
lem, favs, I have put bracelets upon thine 
© hands.” 


Ihe man having enquired of her whoſe Daugh- 


ter the was, and if there were room in her fa- 
ther's 
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ther's houſe to lodge himſelf and cattle, - 
ceives an anſwer in the affirmative, which moves 
him to bow his head and worſhip the Lord: 
We are inclined to think this Eliezer would 
be deemed a very ſingular character in the 
preſent age, and that at leaſt in this one in- 
fiance; his demeanor would have been very 
unfaſhionable, but let us remember God's peo. 
ple are © a peculiar people.” . 


In the 27th verſe the expreſſion, « I being 
« in the way,” ſeems to have an immediate 
reference to an_ expreſſion in the Goſpel— 
Jeſus ſays, „J am the way;” and of Barti- 
meus, it is recorded that he © followed Jeſus 
« in the way;” Eliezer then being in the 
way, no wonder the event of his journey waz 
proſperous. 


If it be ſuppoſed ſtrange, that Iſaac ſhould 
be ordained to unite himſelf with a relation, 
as a repreſentative of the Everlaſting Covenant 
made with -Abraham, it is eaſily to be ac- 
counted for; the Miniſters of Chriſt are fent 
only to ſeek his ſheep, “ they which are of 
« Faith, the Children of Abraham ;”- and the 
Scripture foreſeeing, argues the Apoſtle to the 
Galatians, that God would juſtify the Hea- 
then through Faith, preached before the Goſ- 
pel unto Abraham, ſaying, “ In ee ſhall all 
nations be bleſſed,” In ſhort, notwith- 
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ſtanding we receive the whole of this hiſtory : 
in its literal ſenſe as a ſolemn truth, yet we 
cannot but contend, that it inherited the alle. 
gorical meaning we have affixed to it; were 
the antient records of Scripture thus occa- 
ſionally devellopsd, and explained, it cannot 
be doubted, but thereby the Goſpel would 
be more generally diſſeminated in the letter 
of it. 


At length we view the meſſenger arrived 
at his lodging, and ſupplied with water to 
waſh his feet; this reminds us of the expreſ- 
ſion of the Prophet, How beautiful upon 
« the mountains are the feet, of him that 
« bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace, 
e that bringeth good tidings of good things, 
© that publiſheth Salvation” —in the verſe 
ſucceeding, we read there was meat ſet before 
him to eat; in the Goſpel of Luke we are 
provided with a parallel: In the ſame houſe 
remain, ſpeaks Jeſus to his journeying Diſciples, 
cating and drinking ſuch things as they give. 
If Eliezer refuſed to eat before he told his. 
errand, our bleſſed Lord has given a beauti- 
ful explication of it: * Is not the life more 
than megt?” implying the Spiritual life, ty- 
pified by that meſſage the Steward of Abra- 
ham had to deliver. 


Nothing 


K * 
| Nothing! peculiar occurs till the 53d verſe; 


in which it is rehearſed, that the Servant 


brought forth raiment and gave it Rebekah, 
anticipatory - of the wedding garment, the 

Righteouſneſs of the Saints—She. is to go to 
meet her Lord, and muſt go thither having 
on the wedding garment. | 1 


Her banden alt her mother ſolicit the 
detention of the Damſel at leaſt ten days; thus 
carnal Relations will ever ſeek to keep off 
thoſe who are coming to Jeſus; not willing 
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven themſelves, 
they will ſeck to 'keep thoſe from entering 
who are going in: But Rebekah is finally 
called, and ſhe conſents to go; God's people 
are © a willing people in the day of his 
« power;” they offer him even themſelves as 
free will offerings; All which the Father 
* hath given me,” declares Jeſus, ** ſhall come 
« unto me.“ 


The next paſſage which' demands our ex- 
poſition, opens the laſt paragraph of the chap- 
ter — Iſaac came by the well Lahairoi, that 
is to ſay, the wel! of him that liveth and ſcetb 
me ; how careful were the Saints both under 
the Old and New Covenants, to denominate 
their poſſeſſions by ſome pious intitulation, 
commemorative of the Providences of God! 
It is added, he dwelt in the South Country; 

* we 


1. } 


ve elucidate: it, „ 5 
influences of God's gracious Spirit thus the 
Spouſe, Come thou South wind, and blow 
« upon my Garden, b ne 


« flow out!” 


If Iſaac came out. to — in the field | 
at even, our Spiritual Iſaac expended whole 
nights in prayer, in the Mount of Olives; 
if the Son of Abraham after the fleſh took 
his walk in the field, we cannot but conceive 
that he, in after ſeaſons, alluded to this very 
field, when in bleſſing his Offspring, he ex- 
claims, © See, the ſmell of my Son is as the 
« ſmell of a field which the Lord hath 
« blefſed;” probably in this very field he 
had been particularly favoured with the pre- 
ſence of God, in inſtances which the hey 
ture hath not recorded. 


Rebekah having received anſwer, that it 
was Iſaac who was coming to meet them, 
lifts up her eyes, and alights from her ca- 
mel — We lift up our eyes to no purpoſe, 
till our Spiritual Iſaac gives us the meeting, 
which will fill us with confuſion, and com- 
pel us to veil our countenance with ſhame- 
facedneſs ; thus the Spouſe in the Song, . Look 
* not upon me becauſe I am black, becauſe 
the Sun hath looked upon me;” if we 
would read the turpitude of our hearts, it 

muſt 
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muſt be by abe een el the Candle of be 
hore ance: uss. 1 

If Iſaac aeg. his vile into bis mt 
tent, what an union is there between this 
and two other declarations in the Song of 
Solomon, He N me to the banquet- 
* ing: houſe, and his banner over me was 
« Love“ I held him and would not let 
* him go, until I had brought him into my 
e mother's houſe, and into the chamber of 
cc her that ed, Wer; 1 db 

* 410181 rang 

1 is add, that. Iſaac. 185 1 MY 
al for @ time, but © even as the Lord the 

„ Church; who, „ having loved his own 
«* that were in the World, he loved them 
te unto the End. Thus by a compariſon of 
Spiritual things with Spiritual, We have been 
enabled to preach to you the everlaſting Goſ- 
pel, both from the New and Old Teſtaments 
at one and the ſame opportunity. We pro- 
ceed to aim to apply a * cy remarks 
to _ Xe emo F ; 


3 


Muſt: Iſaac be debdrred from an union with 
the daughters of the Canaanites? * What 2 
« fellowſhip has Chriſt with Belial?” Does | 
the Servant of Abraham receive his orders 
from his Maſter, previous to his iſſuing forth 
to execute them? Let then others beware 
| 2 how 


6 
bow they fally forth as Champions in the 
cauſe of God, uncharged of a peculiar em- 
baſſy from him for that purpoſe ; whatever may 
be their intent for engaging in the cauſe, it 
is as unſcemly as if Eliezer had went out of 
his own accord; as unlawful as if a ſubal- 
tern were to take upon himſelf to head his 
regiment; it is not ſufficient that- the meſſage 
be god, but the meſſage muſt be from Cod, 
or you incur the Sin of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram—Did the Steward of Abtaham's houſe 
addreſs himſelf to prayer previous to his de- 
livery of his commiſſion? Let none pretend 
to be Stewards of the myſteries of God, who do 
not imitate this man's piety !-—Having deli- 
vered his meſſage, and executed his maſter's 
commands, was. he anxious: to return? To 
the faithful Miniſter life only conſiſts in 
uſefulneſs; having “ finiſhed the work which 
t Mas glven him to do,“ how will he deſire 
* to depart and to be with God,“ that he 
may give up an account of his Stewardſhip: 
Ah vith what exultation have the Patriarch 
and his domeſtic met together long ſince, in 
that bleſſed Region of Spirits, where the Ser- 
vant is free from his Maſter Was Rebek- 
ah willing to forſake her kindred and ac- 
company the man to Iſaac? Let none dare 
to conclude themſelves bleſſed with faithful 
Rebekah, who are unwilling to give up all to 
purſue Jeſus in the way Did Ilaac walk out 
a ta 
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to meditate in the field at even tide, unit 
Godlineſs -with Recreation? Is there any before 
me who can with truth ſay, that he lives in 
conformity to this noble example ?—Ifaac 
comes from © the well Lahairoi? we fear 
too many who are induced to take their 
evenings exerciſe, iſſue forth from the Tavern: 
Are any of you diſpoſed like him to medi- 
tate in the even, to ſettle your Spiritual Ac. 
counts with God, and thus to keep a conſci- 
ence void of offence before the Almighty 
and before man? Did this eminent Saint 
accept a woman for his wife he had not 
beheld, that he might live with her in 
unity and godly love, according to God's 
holy - ordinance ?* Aſk your awn hearts, Who 
are there among you daily imitating in ary 
degree this ſanctified pattern? Is not the 
union of moſt in the preſent day commenecd 
in Luſt, or for purpoſes gratificatory of the 
Pride of Life? Oh the forbearance and the pa- 
tience of God, which will endure for à mo- 
ment men calling themſelves Chriſtians, whoſe 
lives and practices are the very counterpart 
of that of his antient Saints Are the beau- 
ties of Rebekah unnoticed by the Spirit of 
God, till ſhe is ſolicited to become the part- 
ner of Iſaac? The Chriſtian will diſeſteem 
that form or comelineſs, the poſſeſſor of which 
is not found in the Path of Righteoufneſs: 
| he 
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de will not look upon that countenance, nor 
the height of that Stature, whoſe owner is 
equally characterized by an ungracious heart: 
We know of no amiableneſs even of Soul 
which does not originate in Jeſus, all elſe is 
liable to much fluctuation, is uncertain in 
its tendency, unleſs as we are authorized to 
conclude, it inherits a peculiar diſpoſition to 
incline us Phariſaically to Self, and 54 con- 
* to Are us * N "On 1 210089" 
Such bit 20 this” has 10d Conte wn 

to ſtand forth champions for the children of 
Satan; Saul, through this weak paſſion of 
Univerſal Charity, ſpared Agag; Ahab com- 
miſerated Benhadad; and ſome Gofpel Miniſ- 
ters have ſuccoured the kingdom of Satan in 
his Popiſh repreſentatives of myſtical Baby- 
ton, while another under the colour of fur- 
thering the cauſe of morality, has tamely dar 
himſelf down to deviſe materials, through 
which, in the form of novels, he might con- 
vey ſentiments of / purity, for the obtainment 
of which, Chriſt has taught us to look up 
to himſelf alone according to his . written 
word:“ We deny not that theſe men have 


* See, or rather da not ſee, two Novels written by the Rex. 
T. Haweis, of Aldwinckle—he one entitled SIBBRIAY 
ANECDOTES, the other, THE MANSATEEN FAMILY«, 
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. calls to preach the Goſpek 
but we can produce from multifarious evi- 
dence, that they poſſeſſed no call to enter into 


the engagements for hich ye thus N 
neren them. 


But we _concluile. How does almoſt every 
action of the primitive Saints appear to have 
had God for its author, continuer and finiſh, 
er; how does even a very tranſient view of 
them indicate that they were commenced, 
continued, and concluded in Chriſt! We af- 
firm not of ſuch men that they were ſinleſs, 
Scripture has left the reverſe upon Record: 
but enough of ſanctity appears in their. ge- 
neral deportment, to put thoſe in the preſent 


day to the bluſh,. who pretend 10 cheriſh ann 


expectation of uniting in glory with theſe 
predeceſſors. : | | 


Do .you, my brethren, wiſh to purſue into 
the manſions of. bliſs. theſe people of God, 
who, through Faith and Patience, are re- 
ported to have inherited the promiſes ? Tour 
Faith, and your Patience muſt bear a near re- 
ſemblance: and affinity to theirs: Remember 
what things they gave up, and for what they 
gave them up: All which has been ſpiri- 
tually recorded, has been written for your 
learning, even the feeble efforts of my pen; 

which, 
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which, if ſuch become a mean of opening the 
Scriptures to you, or of aggrandizing your 
comfortable expectations, let Chriſt have all 


the Glory, and your prayers in my behalf, — 
Auxx. | 


SER. 
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Tas e caſual Peruſer of the 10000 as they 
ſtand, will feel in himſelf no objection to ad- 
mit them in one of their ſignificancies.—Does 
the Prophet of the Lord ſecrete himſelf by the 
brook Cherith ? The Ravens ſhall become his 
Caterers! Do the ſores of Lazarus need the 
aſſiſtance of a Surgeon? God ſhall turn Dogs 
into Doctors! But the mind of the Apoſtle 
is directed to an eſtabliſhment of a truth of 
more valuable import, a victory over ſin 
chrough the ſufficiency of God's Gtace. = 


By the term Grace we are to underſtand 
favour or good will; *they are ſynonymous 
terms—We are then about td encounter one 
of the moſt precious truths. of the Divine 

U Word, 
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won 


| Word, the: Chriſtian's at Auer of. ns out | 
« ſure, and ſteadfaſt,” that by which he de- 
rives his title to the name he bears; for be- 
ing by Nature a child of wrath, he, by the 
application of the Spirit of God to his Soul, 
is ee a cure. of Peer. 


1 eo. 2 


The Apoſtle ſeems to 1 the words we 
have juſt read to you to thoſe who begin to 
grow weary and faint" in their minds, by rea- 
ſon of thoſe manifold aſſaults and temptations 
which they frequently experience from Satan, 
from their own proper corruptions or other 
enemies of God: And Paul appears to have 
laid down the Doctrine conveyed in the text 
immediately after he had in his own' perſon 
experienced the benefits of its application; ve 
view him therefore in the light of a Patient, 
who, being vexed with an infirmity, receives 
a Sovereign Relief, which, by its valuable ef- 
ſects, he is authorized to recommend to per- 
ſons ſimilarly affected. This citizen, of Tarſus 
appears more immediately than any other of 
the Diſciples or Apoſtles to have forwarded 


| the effect of God's. Grace to the Chriſtian's 


notice, and indeed he cloſes very many of his 
Epiſtles with a pious conſigning over of thoſe 
Churches to which he addreſſed his writings, 
to the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt. It is marvel- 
ous in the preſent day, that men ſhould- take 
the words, into their mouths, which it is to 
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be feared: is frequently done, without any pe- 
culiar idea affixed to them; in ſhort, that 
they ſhould adopt them as words of courſe, 
devoid of any intrinſic value, or meaning; our 
Apoſtle was of a far different opinion — he 
ſpeaks of it as an all-ſufficient quality, as the 
primary ſpring of all Religion, the very life 


and ſoul itſelf of genuine piety. 


In this behold then, O man, what, as well 
as who it is, that maketh thee to differ from 


another; thou poſſeſſeſt nothing Spirilually 
which can convey a certain earneft to thy 
Soul, that thou art travelling the way to 
Heaven and Happineſs, which thou canſt, 
with Evangelical authority, attribute to any 
thing but God's free Grace—free, becauſe it 
is beſtowed upon thee unconditionally, without 


reſpect to any qualification of thine—free, 


becauſe another paid the Price—that ranſom 
which thou couldſt not pay. 


If Paul then, in the fury of Satan's aſſaults, 


was enabled to repel them by the anſwer he 
received to his prayers, and was neceſſitated 
to have recourſe to prayer for ſtrength to 
oppoſe Temptation, thence is made evident 


the folly of thoſe men, who, not only run 


into. the very face of temptations, , but who 
ſeek to ſubdue them by their own ſtrength. 


U 2 From 


a 
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From the words of the text, we are oat 
in ſome conſiderable degree, the Value and 


| Importance of God's Grace, and the abſurdity 


of the Arminian Syſtem. of Free-Will; we 

know of ſome who are accuſtomed to_exclaim, 
This or the other perſon might refrain from 
this or that criminal Indulgence if he would; 
he might for inſtange keep himſelf from In- 
temperance, anger, and the like, eſpecially ag 


he admits they pray upon his Vitals ;/ believe 


me, thoſe are beft, and only truly kept whom 
God keeps ; we know of ſeveral who expreſs 
a wonder, that this or that man of. Talents 
and Underſtanding can ſo forfeit. his charac- 


ter, and reduce his eftate by one and ano- 


ther diſgraceful connection or gratification ; we 
entertain no high opinion of. theſe wondering; 
Chriſtians: David, ſuch will allow, we ſup- 

poſe, to have been a man of na inconſider- 

able ability, and one highly indulged with 
the countenance and preſence of his God: 
yet we read that in the decline of his life, 
when the heat of youthful paſſions too is al- 
lowedly on the decline, he falls into the fin 
of Adultery, againſt which one ſhould have 
thought he poſſeſſed a ſufficient Antidote, 
when we take into our account his age, and 
the abundance of. the wives which he was 
permitted to . poſſeſs, 


God 
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cc God be.' gracious unto thee my. Son,” 
was the affectionate and pious exclamation of 
Joſeph to his brother Benjamin; The Grace 
« of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you“ for 
ever, is the concluſion of moſt of Paul's 
Epiſtles; and till we can prove that Satan is 
weaker than  ourfelves, and ceaſes to be as 
he is repreſented, « The ſtrong man armed,“ 
it will behove us to be as earneſt in our 
application for Grace, and as ſincere in ſet- 
ting a due value upon the poſſeſſion of it. 


Do any of you ſurpaſs your neighbours in 
your lively hopes of a glorious Immortality? 
It is by God's Grace and favour that you in- 
herit the Expectation. Are you kept from 
thoſe criminal Indulgences that ruin the Soul, 


and entail beggary and infamy on the Sin- 


ner? If you belong to Chriſt, it is by his 
Grace alone that you are reſtrained from theſe 


exceſſes. Do ſhame and contrition before God 


ſeize upon your ſpirits in conſequence of ſin 
conceived or committed? Theſe are the mo- 
tions of Grace in the Soul: May you never 
labour to ſuppreſs theſe admonitions of this 
your faithful and affectionate friend! Do you 
hear of any who ruſh uncalled into their 
Maker's preſence, being aſſaulted by deſpair? 
This only can be attributed to a want of 
Grace. Some of you who are parents per- 
haps tell your children you hops God vill 

give 
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give hem Grace: but do you pray: thik he 
would beſtow this ineſtimable bleſſing upon 
them? Some of you who are children occa- 

ſionally perhaps repeat the Church Catechiſm, - 
in which you declare you pray unto God 0 
give you his Grace: Are you hypocrites be- 
fore him only, or is this the real language 
of your hearts? Oh'if you did but feel its 
| all- ſufficiency, and your own ability either 
to do or to think any thing of yourſelves, 
| ſurely that would compel you to petition for 
this divine benefit ! To deny what has been 
advanced, what is it but to conceive that the 
Grace of God is not of that fingular import 
we have deſcribed it to be, and to imagine 
there can exiſt ſuch a character in the world 
as a graceleſs Chriſtian. | 


« By Grace are ye ſaved- WER faith . 
ſays our Apoſtle, which is as much as to 
aſſert, that whatever faith ye poſſeſs, it is by 
Grace that ye inherit it. And indeed if the 
Doctrine of Election can ſtand, the Doctrine 
of Grace muſt of courſe; the one is a very 
component part of the other; and it may be 
thus made out : Did Chriſt die for all? Then 
the Holy Ghoſt beſtows Grace upon all; and 
how then can any periſh? The anſwer is, 
becauſe they are devoid of Grace: He who 
gives Glory, will moſt aſſuredly give Grace; 
thus David obſerves, « The Lord will give 

« Grace 


Cw 
« Grace and Glory!“ God who worketh to 
dull, worketh alſo to. do of his good pleaſure, 
he that begins the good Work, will carry 
it on to the Day of,, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
from whence. we may, with Scriptural autho- 


rity, correct that grand miſtake, which cha- 


racteriaes the writings of zunyan, and other 
eminent ſervants of God who exiſted in the 


laſt Century, who ſeem to have laboured to 


inculcate into the minds of their hearers and 
readers, that it is poſſible: to fall from Grace; 
we confeſs that men like David may for a 
time fall foully but not finally, and we doubt 
not but the diſtreſs of mind ſuch labout 
under in conſequence of their declenſion is 
ſuperlatively grievous, ſo as even to make 
them cry out there is no hope for them in 
their God; how comes he then to be deno- 
minated ibeir God? Faith however may ſo 
far decline, and be on the point of expiring, 
and theſe characters for a time appear to 
themſelves and to others to be entirely re- 
jected | and reprobated; but we cannot find 
that it is aſſerted of any character in Scrip- 
ture, that having once | poſſeſſed Grace, the 
eſtate of ſuch an one became finally hope- 
lels. 


wiki we may rebuke that hereſy of the 
Arminians, which aſſerts, that David was for- 
given his criminal Intercourſe with Bathſheba, 


in 


{| 


py 
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in conſequence of Repentance; whereas Reb 
pentance was but the conſequence of Pardon; 
"the blood of Chriſt purchaſed pardon for Da- 
vid, previous to David's. exiſtence; and Chriſt 
giveth. his ſheep eternal Life; it is his Fa- 
ther's good pleaſure in him to give them the 
Kingdom: If you demand of the Arminian, 
whether the procuration of - pardon is not by 
the purchaſe of the blood of Chriſt, this 
they will readily admit; of courſe then they 
overthrow. their own aſſertion. If Paul pro- 
nounces of certain Galatians, “that they are 
% fallen from Grace,“ he does not infer, 
that they wert at any time under the influ- 
ence of it, but that they were ſimply onte 
- enlightened, with -a general knowledge of the 
Goſpel: This will be better apprehended; by 
a reference to the 4th verſe of the 6th chapter 
to the Hebrews.'/— Another error too of the 
Arminians we will take occaſion to glance 
at in this place; they are peculiarly attached 
to an adoption of this phraſe, We muſt im- 
prove the means of Grace; on the contrary, 
it is the Grace itſelf which effects our im- 
provement, and we, as before cited, are pa- 
de and not adlive in the engagement. 


Seeing then the benefits of Grace are fo 
many, and great, it behoves us to enquire at 
the bar of our Conſciences, whether we be 
conſtituted partakers of this ineſtimable trea- 

| | ſure,» 


„ 
ſure We admit that you can patiently ac 
quiſe umt you muſt de miſerable Without 
it, that on your poſſeſſion of it depends your 
prbſpect of Salaten, but if you are already 
the happy poſſeſſors of it, it will teach you 
to deny ungodlinels, to pray agalnſt, and to 
reſiſt it; this language of Joſeph, or an equi- 
valent, will intrude itfelf upon your minds, 
when in the exertife of Tem mptation, How 
can 1 do this great wie kedneſs and ſin ag zuinſt 
Cod) It will move you likewiſe to the prac. 
tice of much piety, virtue, and ſelf-denial; in 

4 your 'Soul, 7. will 15 5 ho in- 
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aol Göde s commands not to be grievous: 
wnen you feel yourſelf in danger of being 
faſcinated” by the baneful charms of fin, your 
pr. will be, „Turn away mine eyes, O 

« God, leaſt I behold Vanity!“ T he reſtric- 
tion you impoſe upon yourſelf, however long 
and protracted, will, like the. Servitude of 
Jacob, appear to you But a few days, for the 
love you bear to Jeſus: It will be your 
prayer, that you may adorn the Doctrine of 
Chriſt your Saviour in all things, and that 
you may not venture to ſuppoſe yourſelf to 
be, what in — you are not — Thus ex- 

R tenſive 
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tenſive is che , effect, of Grace, and exen fun 
ther gy we haye [depicted | it to be. N 
Of. the text, we "hel "ourſelves ane. 
— what appears to us to be A remark 0. 
very conſiderable importance * it 15.0 
that it was the anſwer not only to , praye 
but. to fervent prayer not the me re firſt 
teachings of the 9 511 of. God, but the teach 
ings of the Spirit, to one already brought 
under his power, and fervent in his ſupplica, 
tion; * The fervent, prayer of the Rightecus 
* man availeth mucl * This our text then 
was an anſwer to feryent prayer, for Paul 
been already clad in the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt; as it availed then to procure him an 
anſwer, even an 1104 of peace, how happy 
their ſituation, who are not only enabled to 
deſcry the value of Grace, but are from this 
diſcovery, or rather Revelation, induced ta 
apply to Jeſus with feryency of bean * 
to that of the Apoſtle. Wy * 


Of the ſabbciency of Grace, v we dete many 
remarkable inſtances previous to the La 
given from Mount Sinai; indeed the Na” 
are at no time © under the Law, but under 
Grace; what do you ſuppoſe induced two 
of the Sons of Noah, Shem, and Japhet, to 
cover the Nakedneſs of their Father, when as 

| | yet 


tis) 


yet che command, Thou mal : not uncover 
«| the” Nakedneſs of thy Father,“ was not pro- 


mulgated What do you conceive moved * 


Joſepk to refuſe compliance with the adulter- 


ous ſolicitations of the Wife of Potiphar? 


Not that mere natural conſcience” by which 
Heathens' and Infidels are alone guided, but 


the Grace of God; thus it is recited of Jo- 


ſeph, The Long was with him.” 


« My Grace is fen for "OY conſe- 


quence then nothing elſe is ſufficient—not my 
Grace and ſomething elſe, but individually 


my Grace; Grace purchaſed for thee by the 


ſufferings of Jeſus ; it is given to thee graci- 
ouſly; and ſhall we deem the Death of the 
Son of God inefficacious? Away then with 
ſuch idle phraſes gs, falling from Grace; the 
Day of Grace is paſt, and learn to interpret 
Scripture, if ſo be you may, not by ſeizing 
upon a fingle expreſſion, but by taking it in 
the aggregate and general outline, Th by 
comparing « Spiritual things with Spiritual. 2 
Did an Apoſtle of "Chriſt, one commiſſioned 
to preach” the Goſpel, and to ſet an example 


to others, find Sin ſuch à ſore and oppreſſive 


combatant againſt him? Who then has an 
authority to preach up the notion of ſinleſs 
perfection, the favourite topic of a late Ar- 


minian re Or who hall delpelr of : 


John Weſley, 
X 2 victory 


— 
- * 
— ͥ ꝙ —⅛ — Ü 
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victory over corruption, who. is, . paſſaſſid, of 
faith ſufficient. to compel; him to a Throne of 
Grace? You could have no mind to pray in 
faith, unleſs it were given you of Cod; fo 
you may evermore Prognolticate, from this 
very propenſity to petition, the moſt bleſſed 
and gracious anſwer to your ſupplications; - 
they may be long continued, but they yſhall 
finally be gratified, if ſa be you are made 
willing to reſign the management and the 
honour of the iſſue, to an Almighty Saviour 
to be beholden totally to Jeſus. | 1 


And leaſt you ſhould. infer Sram a 
our arguments, that we are anxious to — | 
upon you a Syſtem of Antinomianiſm, we 
aſſert that you have no. reaſon to. imagine 
you are, a ſubject of Grace, when you ſeel no 
endeavour on your part to forward its moni- 
tions; thongh we have laboured all along to 
wreſt the Crown from the Temples of the 
Creature, we have by no means attempted to 
ſeat the Creature in the Chair of Indolence 
and Torpidity; but if the Grace of Jeſus is 
all-ſufficient, it is of peculiar importance that 
man be ſet to work from graciaus motives: 
we abhor every other: principle as an induce- 
ment to activity; * Without me,” ſays. the 
Saviour, © ye can do nothing ;'* *© Lord in- 
« creaſe our faith, was the Petition of the 
Diſciples, and if Jeſus worketh to ww! and 

: — 


\ | tw J 


— 1 — — — — — — — 


to do of his ; own good pleaſure, if the author | 
and finiſher of faith increaſe your faith, the 
will, the ability, and the increaſe, however 
ſuſpended, by your own -_ muſt iſſue 
in. bleſſedneſs. 


© HK Ci 


Here then we He our laſt mes ap- 
pears to require it, while we ſuggeſt the re- 
mark, that no one can preach up the Doc- 
trines of free Grace, fully and faithfully, but 
he ſhall incur the charge of Antinomianiſm 
yet conſider well if Ve at leaſt have held 
out any juſt reaſon for an accuſation of ſuch a 
Satanical intention; have we ſolicited you to 
commence in licenciouſneſs, or to continue in 
profanity? God forbid 1 It has been the la- 
bour of the poor duſt before you, to; lead 
you to Jeſus, in him you will find no ſuch 
example or encouragement; as we have not 
preached ourſelves but Chriſt the Lord, ſo 
we have not preached up Self, but have aimed 
that the Lord alone may be exalted: -, With 
this ſole view, We have lately come among 
you, and have fed your Souls with ſuch things 
as we have; may you beware how you reject 
what has been n delivered for your 
conſolation, and * make God a Har through 
your .Infidelity—may- he my and W * : 
in Chriſt.— A gx. 
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—— YE HAVE AN UNCTION FROM rar ON v On- | 
AND YE, KNOW. 2. rn. tuch 

| k k nad. ev dat 


1 Seriphite, en auh 
ſertion in poſitive Term, as in the. instance 
before us, the contrary of ſuch afſertion” is 
always ſappoſed to be diſcountenanced: We 
therefore | infer, that without this "UiRtions 
Ye cannot ent ern cy 


The RY we have juſt read to you ob 
viouſly ptopoſes the following Doctrine, that” 
an Unction is at leaſt deſirable, if not ne- 
ceſſary—hich we ſhalt prove to be necrffary, ö. 
by propounding what is to be implied by the 
term, Unction of the Holy One, and that 
without it ye cannot by conſequence appre- 
hend all things PREY to Salvation : Sal- 
vation, 


s | 
vation, I ell know, is the ſubject of boom 
the Old and ITeſtaments: The word 
Unction will: be ly. explained by a reſer- 
ence col the; röch vesſe ; of the tk chapter 
of Luke, in which it is ſaid, that. Chriſt, 
going into the Synagogue, and ſtanding up 
to read, opened upon a paſſage remarkably 
applicable to Rimſelf, and which was con- 
tained in the following Wordt: „ The Spirit 
« of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he bar 
e ane , me to preach the Goſpel to the 
c poor“ it follows then that this Un#iom or 
anoim ing, is an operation from the Spirit af 
God Fully: poſſeſſed tliat ſuch is the import 


of our Text, we ſhall: abide by this ung 8 


: tation reg n accordingly. 4812 
bun „ar ob web; et bar? A tt 
. This! Unction is elſtwhere' in Seripture de- 
nomigenads tchei Spirit of Truth, and under 
that deſeription it is promiſed by our Lord 
to his Diſciples in the cloſe of the 15th 
chapter of the Goſpel of John, and again in 
the 16th. as follows : Wherv the Spirit of 
« Truth: ſhall come, he. tall guide you into 
« all Truth: Without this Spirit, the Apoſ- 
« tle to the Corinthians obſerves, no man 
can ſay that Jeſus id the Lord; that is, no 
man can ſay it with full confeſſion and hearty 
acquieſcetce, being willing and deſirbus that 
Jeſus ſhould reign oαονr him, and in Rim. To 
this Spirit, che Apoſtle juſt quoted, attributes 


. . ²˙ m 


( 1 ) 
theiknowledge of che word! df" Wickbng dhe 


working of all miracles, prophecy; md. the - 
interpretation of tongues; afguing that a 
* theſe worketh chat one and the ſelf-ſame 
Spirit, dividing un _ x feverly: at 1 
4 he n . 
8 ſir & bonage dt 
: ae die nt wet ee dme we truſt we 
have proved the poſſeſſion of this Spirit to 
de not only deſirable, but neceſſury, ſeting 
that we cannot apprehend to any ſaving 
purpoſe the Doctrines of Salvation indepen- 
dently of it. How greatly then are tchoſe to 
be. blamed and withſtood to the face, b 
contend. that human learning is an ihdifpens 
ſible pre- requiſite to :a right intelligence of 
the ſacred Scriptures; how do they underva- 
lue the inſtruction of the Spirit, and bar the 
gate of Heaven againſt the ſimple and un- 
lettered; ſurely ſuch declarations can reſult 
only from a deſire of forwarding ſome fav 
vourite Syſtem, a wiſn to be led high in 
men's eſteem, on account of the poſſeſſion of 
rare Talents, or dom ſome ea Telfiſfi 
cauſe. 35610184 zich wos!!! ü Hai Hias 
Raa aon 22 1A DO. 28111117; I Ny 9) 2113 * 
Is it contended, that Peter argued that the 
« unlearned and unſtable wreſted the Scrip- 
tures to their own deſtruction ?'” Be it re- 
membered he had no alluſion to human arts 
or ſciences, but to an acquaintance with the 
1 word 
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word of GoT; which interpretation is 1 
evident by the addition of the term unfable's 
And here + we cannot avoid ſexpreſſing our 
aſtoniſhment at that ungoſpelled proviſion 
originally tolerated in our own; Church, which 
admits thoſe who are incapable of framing a 
Diſcourſe of their aun, to read an Homily 
to their Congregation: With hat authority 
can men thus ſtupidly ignorant, profeſs in 
the Language of our Ordination Service, that 
they are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
to take upon them the Office of a Paſtor of 
Chriſt's flock ?: And how can theſe be faid = 
to be teachers of others; who are clearly only 
learners themſelves? Men of this deſcription 
ſurely can be conſidered only as pillorying 
themſelves! when they occupy a Chriſtian 
Pulpit. Indeed of ſuch importance docs God 
eſteein the acknowledgement of the Teaching 
of his Spirit to be, that he has in every age, 
fince the eſtabliſnment of our National Church, 
provided that the moſt ſerviceable of his Mi- 
niſters, ſhould not be members of ſuch Church; 
BUNYAN was the Chriſtian Hero of the laſt 
Century, and we have his equal, if not his 
ſuperior, in the preſent, among the very fore- 
moſt rank of Diſſenters from us; we mean 
MR. HUNTINGTON; not that we here labour to 
decry our Eſtabliſnment, we ſimply argue, that 
ſince ſuch Eſtabliſhment invariably implics, 
that the Miniſter of it is ſupplicd with a 
: Y certain 
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certain fund of human Learning, God has taken 
this method to confute a notion thus idle, 


and unproveable from the inſpired writings, 


and to preſerve the aſſiſtance of the . 
in eſteem: ating mankind. 110/444 wind 


But e of. the Jettered tribe will de Kay | 
to exclaim on the preſent occaſion, that the 
Extemporary Diſcourſes of the men to whom 
we allude, are the effect only of habit, of 
exerciſe, and of a tenacious 'memory—Alas! 
how do. theſe learned argumentators forfeit 
their underſtanding in the purſuit of reaſon, 
and become philoſophically deprived of their 
ſenſes; that Spirit of God which originally 
moved upon the Face of the Waters, is daily 
and hourly . ſupplying his faithful Ones with 
water from the well of Life; in his hands 
are the hearts of all men, and as he is the 
Maker of the Spirit, ſo alſo is he the Spirit 
7. 3 the ee and mah of it. v1} 


| As the Holy Ghoſt. is to had us into. all 
Truth, ſo is it no leſs his office to inſtruct 
us in prayer; God hath ſaid, I will pour 
„ upon the houſe of David, and the Inhabi- 
« tants of Jeruſalem a Spirit of Prayer and 
« of Supplications,” and in full conformity to 
this declaration, Paul affirms, that « We know 
* not what we ſhould pray for as we ought; 
* but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
* £081 | L « us 
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* us with groanings which cannot be u- 
« tered; by conſequence, all Prayer, inde- 
pendent of this holy inſpiration, is no better 
than Babbling: If we thought it | juſtifiable 
to quote the productions of men on theſe 
occaſions, we might ſupport our arguments by 
quotations from our Liturgy, which compre- 
hends prayers, of which the following are 
component parts, Make us to aſk ſuch 
things as ſhall pleaſe Thee:“ “ Mercifully 
« grant that by thy Holy Inſpiration we may 
« think thoſe things which be good, and by 
« thy . merciful guiding may perform the 
« ſame.” But we muſt deduce our arguments 
from rhe: Records of ng Truth. 


© The dn; man receiver not vide things 
« which be of God ;” nay further, reaſons 


the Apoſtle, „neither can he know them, 


« becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, * the 
« carnal mind is enmity againſt God:“ In 
conformity to which, and in cloſe correſpond- 
ence with the Text, he adds, that, he that 
« is'/piritual diſcerneth all things: Now the 
very oppoſition which ſentiments of this na- 
ture meet with from the wiſdom 'of this 
World, is the ſtrongeſt proof of their vera- 
city; were the matter of an unſpiritual com- 
plexion confined ſimply to the concerns of 
this Life, ſentiments worded with equal force 
and? ſtrength, would be literally admitted; 

2 _ 


t 5 


but it is aan through the Spitie's: afliſiance, 
that we are enabled to e ſearch all things,“ 
and by his aſſiſtance we are ee n, 
n « the . r of God.“ 1 4g | 
RR „ 0:17 our 
We * 3 Cds a kin of what has 
8 delivered to you, that a Scholaſtic 
Education is a ſnare of the Devil, by which 
many are taken off from a contemplation of 
the inſpired writings, and are induced to com- 
pare Scripture with the labours of Pagan 
Poets and Philoſophers, rather than to “ com. 
pare Spiritual things with Spiritual.“ Will 
the obſcene productions of Theocritus, Ana- 
creon, and Ariftophanes; of Catullus, Ovid, 
and Terence, or even the more chaſte flights 
of an Homer, or a Virgil, tend to 'poſleſs 
men with a knowledge of the plague of their 
on hearts? Can ſuch Authors be inſtrumen- 
tal to introduce you to an acquaintance with 
that, of which: they themſelves appear to have 
had no idea? You will argue perhaps, that 
Paul in his Epiſtles has quoted from ſuch 
pertormances; let it be remembered he, in 
one inſtance, addreſſes thoſe who were igno- 
rant of any ſuperior production (refer to 
Acts xvi. 28), and in 10 | inſtance recom- 
mends the peruſal, of | fimilar writings; 
for he himſelf confeſſes, che neither received 
« the Goſpel of man, neither was he taught. 
E but by the revelation of Jeſus 2 


% 


Ca) | 
and we truſt a time is haſtening on, When 
10 the Earth ſhall be filled with che Know-. 
edge of the Lord,” and that we have the 
Authority of God's Spirit to aſſert, that the 
loftineſs of Worldly Wiſdom ſhall ſoon be 
brought low, and the anne n be | 
heard. * GENE | S 3% 


a a, . carther. — to bl, 
whereby we may prove the neceſſity! of the 
Spirit's teaching“ If fleſh/ and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God,“ but muſt 
be born again for that purpoſe, we ſee not 
how Infants can be ſaved, without a com- 
munication of that Spirit, before they £0 
hence, whoſe deſign it is to take of the 
things of Chriſt, and ſnew them to his own 
people; we do not contend that all Infants 
periſn— no, we doubt not many are ſaved, 
doubtleſs Cod deals with them according to 
the general tenor of the Goſpel ; many babes 
periſhed by the Univerſal Deluge, many in 
Sodom, many with Dathan and Abiram, and 
forty and two were torn to pieces who pro- 
fanely mocked Elifha ; hence may you who 
are in expectation of becoming Parents, learn, 
like Rebecca, the neceſſity of commending the 
fruit of your loins to God, as ſoon as it 1s 
conceived in the Womb But to geturn;— 


Sin 
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Since you will find it difficult to deny, that 
Ynfants are thus ſpiritually inſtructed, as we 
have repreſemted, fo we beſitate not to affirn\, 
that many who are arrived to years of ma- 

turity in the preſent day, when the Spirit has 

been. ſtriving uith them, have, through its 

bleſſed influence, repeated portions from the 

Word of God, which they have had no op- 

portunity of previouſly 'perufing ; what can it 

be, which, when the mind is under any pe- 

culiar doubt and anxiety, ſuddenly darts in 

upon it a paſſage from Holy Writ, which 

not only ſubdues the tumult of the Soul, but 

ſerves to the outward man as a directory how 

to proceed? What is it which maintains that 
general uniformity reſpecting the grund eſſen- 

tials of the Chriſtian Faith among God's 

gracious Servants, but that Spirit which firſt 

promulgated the truths of Revelation? Hence 

then it will follow, that thoſe who are not 
taught, nor led by the ſame Spirit, have no 
authority to commence teachers from either 
Pulpit or Preſs: It is not denied, that many 
may arrive at a knowledge of the Goſpel 
by a mere literal acquaintance with the Syſ- 
tem, but this is not the knowledge which 
the Word of God recommends— no, they only 

who are led by the Spirit of God are ranked 
with the Sons of God, and “hereby we know 

e that we are his, by his Spirit which he. 
& hath given us;“ hence we inter, that though 
practice 
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practice mts knowledge, yet know- 
ledge does not imply practice: I labour ſor 
inſtance under a violent tooth-ach, and I. 
know extraction will free me from the ma- 
lady, but this knowledge will by no mean 
indue me with courage to ſubmit to the 
operation ; thus we ſee knowledge may ſingly 
of itſelf introduce hatred againſt the thing 
known; this is the language of our Saviour. 
« if ye know theſe en en are agg if, ** 

« do them.” | 
To evidence in how, little eftecca the in 
ſtruction of God's bleſſed Spirit is held, we 
quote only the common faſhionable exclama- 
tion, ejaculated by men who take up a Vo- 
lume of Theology, Does it, ſay they, compre- 
hend any thing New? If it did in the ſenſe 
they affix to the queſtion, it muſt be ſimply 
of human, invention ; What ſays Paul to the 
Galatians? ,*. Though we, or an Angel from 
« Heaven preach any other Goſpel unto. you 
« than that ye have received, let him be 
« accurſed. Perhaps you will quote againſt 
me the words of Jeſus, « Every Scribe in- 
« ſtructed into the Kingdom of Heaven is 
« like an houſeholder bringing out of his 
« "Treaſure things New and Old; be it ob- 
ſerved, if ſuch. things be New, they 'are New. 
only to thoſe who were previouſly unacquainted 
with them, New to their producer himſelf, 
in 


(68 ) 


in that he was primarily in a  taPhal, an prt. 
tual ſtate; ſo that at the ſame time he pro- 
duces theſe things denominated Nets, ws. 
are yet as Old as the Everlaſting Goſpel; 
dividually at the ſame time both New a 
Old, as we have explicated the objection: 
The Athenians are reprehended in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles for their curioſity after Nd. 
velty, which unwarratitable diſpoſition appeats 
from the 15th · chapter to have extended itſelf 
to the ſtrangers which reſided at Athens, ſo 
that we have ſufficient reaſon to ſuſpect thoſe 
who are thus ' avaritious aſter Novelty, 'to be- 
long to the Univerſity of Ariſtotle; or at 
leaſt to that of human reaſon, rather than to 
the School of Jeſus. The grand requeſt then 
ſhould not be, Who will ſhew us any ching 
New; büt, „ Who! will ſhew us any Gocd N 
David having brought forward the Query. 
adjoins, ' both by way of Prayer and Anſw 
„Lord lift thou up the light of thy cl 
* nance upon us!“ Plainly indicating from 
whenee'. the ſource of all deſirable informa- 
d . derived. Ain ee mung 
; ' © ONT3 08 
Thus we 3 God his | Father has 
his more immediate office of creating us, the 
Son of redeeming us, and the Holy Ghoſt 
that of beſtowing upon the redeemed every 
qualification pre- requiſite to their entrance into 
Glory; ve FRET only of Spiritual acquires 
ments 


p | ö % | 4 
A * 0 169 } 


ments and indulgences; r temp illicit we . 


doubt not but even the Reppobatz are indebted 
to the entire Trinity of the Godhead ; but 
for the purpoſe of elucidating the. Text, we 
are compelled in a Goſpel contetrphition of 
our ſubject,” to aſcribe to every character of 


the Godhead, his ' peculiar ' and appropriated 


engem in the Work: of ern 


If $6! the ple! of Scripture, one eifieiih 


by which we are tö know God to be our 


God, is by his «living and walking” in us, 
we infer that neither” Faith, which is à term 
for knowledge; nor practice, can bE'accept= 
able to God, of which Faith or Knowledge 
he is not the Author, and to which practice 
he is not the Inſtigator ;, inaſmuch as the 
Scriptures aver, that the Children of God, 
« are led by the Spirit of God.“ And it 
will now perhaps be a taſk of ſome difficulty 
o your Preacher to evade the charge of ſpi- 
ritual Pride; let it be obſerved however, 
Pride is no offspring of the Spirit, ſuch En- 
ſations are totally unſpiritual, of a nature 


Phariſaical and Deviliſh : Inſtead then of com- 


paring our knowledge or accompliſhments with 
thoſe of our fellow mortals, it will be a 
better procedure to compare them with thoſe 
qualities, which Angels and the Spirits of juſt 


men made er enjoy in their glorified Eſtate 
2? for 
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for what have we, any more. than As which. 


we bare not reg . * 


| 1 you, my 8 enjoy hs. 'Vndtion 
ſrom the Holy One; may you: be content, then 


with what is revealed to; you. by. it, and; ceaſe 


from curious inyeſtigations ; remember there 
is ſomewhat which even the Angels cannot 
fathom, into which they are deſirous to look; 
they have not yet, nor will you on this fide 
the deciſive day, be permitted to penetrate 
the myſtery: perhaps it will continue the ſub- 
ject of contemplation and praiſe throughout 
the. boundleſs ages of Eternity; we mean the 
Myſtery of God manifeſted, in the fleſh. But 
if you poſſeſs that Spiritual Information, with- 


out which you are uncertified that you are of the 


Elect, you will, be frequently pouring out 
your Soul in praiſe. for what you have re- 
ceived, and in prayer for further gracious 
communications ; you, will ſtrive againſt, ſin, 
arguing with Paul, “ Shall I take the mem- 
* bers of Chriſt and make them the mem- 
« bers of an Harlot?” under the goſpelled 
conviction, that © your bodies are the Temples 
« of the Holy Ghoſt.” Feeling yourſelves by 
the Death of Chriſt dead to fin, at the know- 
ledge of which you could not arrive but by 
ſpiritual communication, you will argue with 
yourſelves, How can ve live willingly any 
longer in ſin? Apprehending that unleſs ye 

| not 
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not 0 — but © mortify through the Spinit, 
« the decds of the body,” ye cannot ſpiritually 
live; ahd Knowing that you are riſen with 
Chriſt, from the ſame gracious quarter, you 
will « ſeek thofe things which are above, 
« where Chriſt ſitteth at the right hand of 
“ God!”—To whom with Jeſus, and this 
ſame © Holy One,” be given all 7 ever- 
laſtingly ! 0 | 
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SERMON XIV. 


/ 


REVELATION, CHAP, i. VERSE 8, 


1 AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND . 
THE ENDING, SAITH THE LORD——— | 


W Ho is intended by this Alpha and Omega, 
is ſufficiently apparent by a recurrence to the 
verſe preceding, which plainly indicates it can 
be ſpoken of none other than Jeſus Chriſt ; 
each ſeveral of our addreſſes to you we hope 
has ſavoured of this ſame Jeſus, and we muſt 
confeſs we now feel ourſelves, in ſome degree, 
in the ſituation of that Lover, who, having 
ſat long in the company of his miſtreſs, feels 
himſelf the more difinclined to ſeparate from 
the beloved Object. 


What is imported by the Alpha and Omega, 
is ſufficiently explicated by the continuation 
of the Text, and is ſolved by the Phraſes, the 


beginning, 
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beginning, and the ending, the one compriſing 
the firſt, and the other the laſt character in 
the Greek Alphabet; the Apocalypſe or book 
of Revelation was written in Greek, hence 
appears the propriety of their Adoption. By 
the opening of the Words we have juſt read, 
St. John ſeems to have carefully guarded 
againſt the Socinian and Arian hereſies, againſt 
which he ſeems to have levied much of the - +M 
force of thoſe Arguments contained in his 
Goſpel: © In the beginning was the Word,“ 
ſeems to be correſpondent with the paſſage 
under our preſent conſideration; thus the 
Apoſtle to the Coloſſians ſtiles Chriſt, * the 
« firſt-born of every creature, the image of 
*« the inviſible God, for by him were all things 
« created, in heaven, and in earth, things vi- 
« fible, and inviſible; he is before all things, 
« and by him all things conſiſt.T „Thou, 
« Lord,” ſays God the Spirit, ſpeaking of the © 
Son, © in the beginning haſt laid the foundation 
« of the earth: and the heavens are the works of 
« thine hands.” Our bleſſed Lord makes an 
obſervation, to his Diſciple Philip, which ex- 
ceedingly corroborates this Doctrine ; He that 
hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father alſo! 
Again, as he is ſtiled the head of the body the 
Church, ſo is he denominated the chief corner 
ſtone, in whom all the building fitly framed 


together, groweth up unto an holy temple in 
the Lord. 


Thus 


e 

Thus then as he is the Creator, he is alſs 
to be reſpected as the Regenerator; man hav. | 
ing loſt, through the tranſgreſſion of the firſt 


Adam, the Image of God, if created ane, 


unto good works, muſt be renewed of neceſſity 
in Chrift Jeſus; for without me, he exclaims, 
ye can do nothing; as he created us naturally, 
To if we poſſeſs any /piritual life, he is no leſs 
the Author of that; thus he is ſtiled the Au- 
thor of our Faith; he who made us men, can 
alone conſtitute us Saints. 


Light is a very early requiſite in creation, 
and Chriſt holds forth himſelf, in a Spiritual 
Signification, as the Light of the World ; he 
is ' deſcribed as being * eyes to the blind " 
thus Bartimeus muſt be illuminated by Jeſus, 
before he can follow him in the way. Is per- 
ſecuting and injurious Paul to be ſubdued to 
the confeſſion of Goſpel Truth, Jeſus muſt 
arreſt his violence ; it is the declaration of 
Chriſt, No man cometh to the Father but by 
me ; and thus ſings the Spouſe in the Canticles, 
« Draw me, we will run after thee!” —— 
Abraham muſt have a revelation from the 
Lord Jeſus, before the Patriarch can know 
Chriſt to be © his ſhield and exceeding great 
« reward;” that the Perſonage who appeared 
to this eminent ſervant of God, was none 
other than the Son of God, is hence provable, 
no man, faith the Scripture, hath ſeen God, 


7s 


meaning the Father, at any Time; thus Moſes, > 
when the Lord paſſes by him in his glory, is 
to be hidden in the cliſt of the rock, becauſe 
no man can ſee God the he, and liveQ. 


"Now ſhould we, aceording, to . take | 
theſe words addreſſed to the Epheſians, God 
e hath created all things by Jeſus Chriſt,” as re- 
ferential ſimply to their renewal, rather than 
their primary production, one main point 
at leaſt which we wiſh to prove is eſtabliſhed 
by this interpretation of them; yet the open- 
ing of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, evidently 
refers to the primary creation of all ' things, 


as well as to their uphalding and maintenance 
by Chriſt Jeſus. 


But he is likewiſe in another ſenſe the Alpha, 
being the. firſt-born from the dead, the firſt 
fruits of them that ſlept ; ſo that in him, they 
who are his, enjoy not only a reſurrection to 
ſpiritual life here, but an earneſt expectation 
of à reſurrection to life eternal hereafter : he 
it is who is to make the vile body of his Saints, 
like unto his glorious body, according to the 
mighty working whereby he is able to ſubdue 
all things to himſelf; it ſhould ſeem then a 
fort of paradox, that he ſhould be enabled to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf, if he were un- 
concerned in their original production. 


It 


7. 


( 


6s: by him alone that men e ue 
10 the Father, not only for ſpiritual, but for 
temporal bleſſings, as is evident from his an- 
ſwer to the prayer of Abraham in behalf of 
Iſhmael : Now if Chriſt be not God, he could 
not have exiſted" from Eternity before the 
foundation of the World; ſor the Hoſſs of | 
Angels ere not Eternal, 'theugy they are 
everlaſting; but our Lord ſpeaks ef a® Glory 
which he en wich che 3 dende, r 
World was. . 8 
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. We . eſt we {his mn eſtabliſhed 
the firſt clauſe we had to ſpeak to; it re4 
mains that we paſs on to the ſecond, and 
apply them both to our conſeiences — I am 
Omega, ſays Chriſt: He is deſcribed as the 
fnifber of your Faith by the Apoſtle; he is 
likewiſe „ the end of the Law for Righte- 
* ouſneſs to every one that believeth; * when 
« the fullneſs of time was come, God ſent _ 
« forth his Son, made of a Woman, made 
« under the Law, to redeem them that were 
« under the Law: God the Father hath 
put all things under the feet of the Son, and 
it is his province to deſtroy Death, the laſt 
enemy, ſo that he himſelf ſurviving this laſt 
enemy, may in that acceptation be deemed 
Omega, or ending: And thus wrapt into 
ſuture times, the Prophet anticipating one of 
the offices of Chriſt, breaks out, O Death, 
« will 


U 
« ] witt be thy plagues f · n hs way 


not remain ignorant. of the extenſive impottunce 
of Jeſus, either as Oreutor, Renewer , LA w. 


— 


fulfiller, or the like, the words we have affixed” 
to our diſcourſe, our no leſs than four times 
in the courſe of that book of ny from 


* 


e We have quoted them? n Bin” 
| a Fee 
Hi avs; on ain eng 


TY ſe of him bear all the Prophets witneſd z if 


the ritual and ceremonial Law was but a Type 


and Shadow of the Advent of Jeſus, às Paul 
obſerves to the Hebrews, ſo that he is ac- 
knowledgedly the Alpha; that he is the Omega 


or ending NGN _— to be 'a "natural! | 
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x” chrit then is 3 the ultimatum 


of the Goſpel, the Ending; we hence may 
take occaſion to obſerve, | that he is the laſt 
object, generally ſpeaking; men diſcover or 
apply to: indeed of themſrlves they have no 
power to commence this application, and it 


is very rarely, till they have tried each ſeveral 


method, that they are brought to ſubmit to 
Chriſt's terms of Sal vation; the Woman had 


ſpent all her living upon other Phyſicians, before 


ſhe had recourſe to the Phyſician of Gilead; 
and were ſome of you lying down upon beds 
of ſickneſs, and languiſhing, and ready to eja- 


culate your laſt gaſp, we doubt not but you 


would be ready to comply with this proviſtonary 


Aa Salvation; 


17 
1 
* 
i 
. 
* 
| 
j 
: 
| 


of your Salvation by the remiſſion of your SinzF $ 


$%% (8.8 8 1 
Salvation; why then are yon ſo 'backwird im 


coming to him nene that you may have life, 


that you may enjoy the knowledge and earneſt 


Of this importance is the perſon of Chriſt to 


every believer, he is “all. his Salvation, and all 


« his deſire,” „ he has none in Heaven but 
« him,” „ ſeeing he ever liveth to make 
« interceſſion for his people,” „ nor is there 
« any upon earth whom he deſires | _ 
him.“ 


ieee wh 


right hand of God ever. interceding for his 


redeemed? You muſt then allow him to be 
the Omega, or ending, becauſe .this his en- 
gagement ſhall not determine, till all his Saints 
from the four Quarters of the Globe ſhall be 
called into Goſpel Liberty; his office com 
menced as a Redeemer with the Election of 
his. choſen, and will continue as a Mediator, 
till time ſhall be no more; but even then he 
ſhall not ceaſe to be contemplated : as the 
Alpha and Omega of the Chriſtian's eternal 
triumph, * Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain 
« to receive power, riches, and - wiſdom, and 
« ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſ- 
« ſing !''——<« Thou haſt created all things, 
and for thy n wy are and were 
cẽreated! 


_ 
" . x 
-— 


coy). 


And now, fan; Une you of this Jeſus? 


10. not cauſe to ſuſpect of ſome of you, 


that he is not in all your thoughts? David 
profeſſes to « remember him upon his bed, 


« and to meditate on him in the night watches.” 

In this ſenſe he was the Omega of David's 
thoughts; but was he not che Alpha too? 
Thou art my God,“ he ſings, early will 
« I ſeek thee ! * When I awake 1 am fill 


with thee!” Jeſus was the ſole proviſion 


made for man in his extremity, and ſhould be 
the firſt and laſt ſubje& of the Chriſtian's con- 


templatior 
tively reprove thoſe, who are fot ever-recurring 
to their own deeds, or to the Law, for the 
purpoſes either of accuſing, or elſe of excuſing 
_ themſelves ; we know of no condemination to 
thoſe who” are in Chriſt Jeſus; nor of any 
Juſtification out of him; look unto him, bim 
only, and be ye ſaved all ye ends of the World; 
the converſe is, dare to look either unto yours 
ſelves, or unto the Law, and ye will eventually 
periſh ;'- you contradi& the authority of God 
in his Goſpel by ſuch proceeding, you under- 
value what Chriſt has done and ſuffered: « As 
% many as are of the works of the Law, are 
00 under tue Curſe“ ?! 


We know none of you are willing to come 
to Jeſus, till you feel yourſelves hopeleſs and 
a 1 to periſh” without him; it is the 

Aa? intereſt 


n: from whence" we may authorita- 
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Aae of Satan to beat you off bote in 


hold; and unhappily | for you, your own . 


tural blindneſs and corruption do but 00 | 
eaſily ſecond his attempts; as. yet you cannot 
fecl how it is. poſſible you can be - intereſted 
in a "tranſaction performed by another cen. 
turies before you came into being, and in a 
Nature ſimilar, yet ſuperior, to your own: the 
ſacred Scriptures no where invite you toi ſet 
reaſon to work upon the ſubject, but implicitiy 
to acquieſce in the propoſals they exhibit ; 
« there is none other name whereby ye can 
« be ſaved, ſave only in the Name of qur Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt,” not that the bare name can 
fave you, any more than the dead Popiſh ados 
ration of the Crucifix ; it is hereby alone we 
know that we belong to Jeſus, by the pardon _ 
of our ſins, which be * 9 to us by dis 
19885 | 


Do we fee] l haraſſed by. - corrup- 
tions? we muſt look unto Jeſus ſpiritually, 
with the eye of faith ; God has given us al- 
ready, if he has ſealed our pardon to us, a 


full earneſt of his Love, and how ſhall he not 


with his Son © freely give us all things? He 
gave the one freely, and he will not ſuffer us 
to py * other. 


Man once incapacitated by Sin, God, to — 
al his love towards him, provides him. a 
7 | Saviour, 
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-Yaviour, through whom: he might have * 4 
to the offended Deity, and come boldly to a 
throne of Grace; from whence Chriſt is called 
the new and living Way, the living Stone, 
made the chief ſtone of the corner; he is 
likewiſe ſtiled the Foundation, other ſoun- 
% dation can no man lay, ſave that which is 
« laid Chriſt Jeſus “ he is elſewhere alſo 
ſpoken of as the firſt fruits; ſo that Chriſt 
being the firſt fruits from the grave, they © 
who are Chriſt's * ſhall be raiſed firſtꝰ at 
his ſecond coming, _ ſo ſhall they. ever be 
with: On eel Wn . 


"Thus then are ve who; are Chriſtians, uni 4 
formly intereſted in Jeſus, - ſince the only claim 
we have upon God for heaven and E's [ 
this, that Te * is God's. | 


Are there none preſent to INE this doctrine | 
appears to be ſome new and ſtrange matter, alas | 
we feel ſeriouſly for them: There were at no | 
time more than two ways revealed whereby 
men might enjoy the preſence of God : By 
a perfe&t continuance in well doing was one 
of them, but then this led no higher than to 
a terreſtrial Paradiſe, forfeited as ſoon as en- 

joyed by our carnal head Adam; the other 
by the death and merits of the Saviour, who, 
being the Lord from Heaven, bis - purchaſe, 
like himſelf, muſt be Celeſtial. - Hence then is 
| apparent 


"SIN 

Ow” 
apparent the propriety of terning Erema 
Life a Gift ibrongb' | Jeſus" Cbriſ, and not u 
reward, which ſhould repreſs the inherins 
courage of thoſe who have ſee themſelves to 
work for the procurement of Salvation, and 
ſhould become an handmaid of comfort tb 
thoſe, who have a view of their own nothing 


neſs, and ſpiritual deformity ; the Kingdom of 
Grace is the Lord's, and he giveth it to whom. 


o — 


ſoever he will; it is God the Father's good 
pleaſure to give the Kingdom: and Ohrift 
called unto him whomſoever he willed, not 
for works of Righteouſneſs which they had 

done — no, for he called the Children of Iſrael, 
as the Prophet tells them, for no recommen- 
dation which they poſſeſſed in ſuperiority 
over others—no, for they were a ſtiff-necked 
people: He called the thief upon the croſi, 


who probably too was an accomplice with - 


Barabbas in Murder; he called Paul, who was 
at that inſtant breathing out threats againſt 
the ſervants of Jeſus, and who already had been 
an accomplice in the murder of Stephen; he 
was pleaſed likewiſe to call the Philippian 
Jailor; and that at the moment he was about 
to break the ſixth commandment, and if any 
of you have been brought to an happy ex- 
perience of Goſpel Truth, you can bear teſti- 
mony to the above, by a confeſſion that he 
called you likewiſe, and that, ſaving only for 
his love to your Souls, you can deſcry no rea- 

| ſon 


— 


1 


ſon wherefore be. n e b ugh tine 


— De upon yu. I 
- l 
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| We — has | Book; md, if) God * 
mall pleaſe to ſecond it with his bleſſing, to 


hold forth a word of encouragement” to the 


vileſt {inner before us; ve addreſs ſuch in the 


words of Paul to the keeper of the priſon; 


Believe only in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
this is the firſt and laſt requiſite ; thoſe good 


works which are to be teſtificatory of your 
converſion, will ever flow out from a right 
belief, without them, belief is but notion and 
fancy; for by faith is implied, a junction and 
union of the Soul to the Saviour, therefore 
ſays the Spirit by Paul, ſhall I take the mem 


bers of Chriſt and make them the members 


of an NE God. forbid! % 2% 


0 you Gity our aſſertions? vou g 

as well argue, that feeding the courſer well 
with corn would diſqualify him for his jour 
ney; ſaving - faith in Jeſus inherits naturally 
as forcible an impulſe to propel, or lead the 
poſſeſſor of it to the practice of holineſs, as 


the food we eat has a natural tendency to 


ſupport animal Life; thus argues the Pro- 


phet Iſaiah, * Surely ſhall we fay, In the 


* Lord have we Righteouſneſs and frengib, 
« to him ſhall men come, and all that ate 


** Incenſea — him ſhall be aſhamed” In 


40 the 
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4 the Lord ſhall all the feed of Iſrael be zun 

« fig) and ſhall glory.” The Apoſtle 1 
| Chriſt giveth us boch to will and to d 
« of his good pleaſure ;“ and, & out of his ful 
« neſs. we are to ped at for grace as ir 
is elſewhere expreſſed, Grace to help in time 
« of need; for if any man be in Chriſt, he is 
à ne creature; and if he apprehends him, ſuch 
man is firſt apprehended of him; for God ſaveth 
bis by faith; that it may be by Grace; by Grace, 
or 1+ hard are ye yy: e Nan 945 


en . theſe ligen a ve 
receive the knowledge of our Salvation in Chriſty 
are not naturally implanted in us, that ſo the 
carnal. man can believe if he pleaſes, we deri ve 
juſt authority from regſn to refer their origin 
to a ſuperior power; and, bleſſed be God, by, 
Revelation we have ample occaſion to attribute 
their obtainment even to Jeſus the Author and 
Finiſber of our Faith: Thus then, by the Chrife. 
tian, Chriſt may be truly contemplated in three 
views, as a: Prophet, a Prieſt, and a King: Ag: 
a Prophet, becauſe till he opens the Diſciples 
eyes, they cannot underſtand the Scriptures * 
Prophecy has an immediate reſerence to Chriſt, 
as faith John, „The Teſtimony of Jeſus is the 
« Spirit of Prophecy.“ As a Prieſt, it is the 
office of the Prieſt to make an atonement for- 
the Sins of the People; Jeſus is a Prieft for- 
ever after the order of Melchiſedec ; © by one 
* « offering 


* 


8 


cw). 


« offering of himſelf, herhath for ever perſetted | 
them that. are ſanctified,” | As a abe is 
a governor among his e the offer of 
king laſts with the life of the monarch—ſo he | 
4 ſhall, .reign for ever and ever, King of- Kings, 
« and Lord of Lords.” As for thoſe his eng- 
mies who. will not that he ſhould. reign over 
them, he will command ! to be e 


and dein before him, - 


And finally,” he. i is rden at one 3 the 
the ſame time, to be the Root and the Off ipring 
of David; nor can we open a ſingle page in 
the inſpixed writings, Which bears not an im- 
mediate reference to Chriſt: by conſequence 
then, they who are ſetting up any other recom- 
mendation as a title to Heayen, are renderi 
as far as they may, the whole Syſtem of Re- 
velation uſeleſs, and. are barring the door of 
eternal happineſs againſt themſelves. - „ | 
cording then as it en and as ve have . 
geen CCC 
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bY < - CONCLUSION: | 1 


91 11 for ſome time preached - 11 


e to that fidelity with which. v we ha 


been yer: fer Chrift, Who, in every conſt. 
ruted Chriſtian, is alone wr formed the hope of 
bo: W E 15 chat this has rior been executed with 
Admit; flint as the cler may at times have 
preſented themſelves, in which we were, enabled 
to depict the Chriſtian's Salvation, have you not 
really been enabled to deſery ſomewhat more 
than a refemblance and congruity between our 
labours and thie exertions of the primitive 
Apoſtles of Jeſus ? Have we not, in few in- 
ſtances at leaſt, evidenced that there 1s. an 
affinity exiſting between their Ds, and 


theſe we have e l Brig 
93/3 10 It; 51 an v6 a8 
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You are auare veryer many nf you how theſe 
few pages we have read t6 you are purpoſed 


to be difpoled of, and we truſt you will acquit | 
us of any ungoſpelled intention in making 


them public, when we do aſſure you, that to 
procure a temporary proviſion for a numerous 
family, is our inducement ; and ſince you are 
aware they do in ſome degree favour of * that 
t name, which is above every name ;” which, 
in the ſtrong language of one of the moſt 
elegant books of Scripture, is recited to be, 
« as Ointment poured forth: Sheltering our- 

| | ſelves, 


4 Wt 
ſelves, a as it 
ce wings,” we began, we proceeded, and ve 


now ended ˖ in Jadu ; he was" our Alpl, wid | 


is zow our Oro4'; "and''we ſhould" deem it 
an occaſion for much pious Exultation and 
Thankfulneſs, if; a8 it ib fabſed of the Swan, 
our /aft Song ſhould' be : Genomigatey the 
ſweeteſt -©* L 8 Tn 01-9024) . 9 
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211 ig The Author's intention i in ; the courſe of ſome months, 

| to- publiſh a 12mo. Edition of Hymns, and other Poetical 

Pieces of a ſerious tendency, of which the above is a Speci- 
men. The profane World do not grudge their half-penny for 

a profiigate Ballad, and we preſume the Chriſtian will not 
grudge half that ſum for one of the Songs of Zion, = 
Terms of Subſcription 28. Gd. 2 
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